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THE 



Tranflator^s Preface. 



THE genius of M. Marmaittel b» 
been o^f late fo much admfred in thii^ 
kingdom, that a vmrk from his pen could 
not but attcadt the mod early aittention; 
Bcliiarius vras, therefore, r^ad with eager* 
nefs, and the perufat anfwered ib well, that 
it was immediately reiblved to make the 
pleafure, that had arifen from fo elegant a 
performance as general as poffible, by giv- 
ing the public a tranflation. The perfon, 
who charged himfelf with this talk, is far 
from thinking that he has been able to 
transfufe the fpirit of the original into the 
following verfion : the beauties of M. Mar* 
monters ftyle arc well known to all cora- 
peteiU judges of the French language, and 
it mud be a careful and a tetvd^t \\^xvi nJw^x. 

A 2 wA^-^- 



iv THE TRANSLATOR'S 

endeavours to traufplant them. All poffi- 
ble care and tendernefs, however, have been 
ufed ; and' the drefs, in which Belifaruis is 
here prefented to the public, has this at leaft 
to boafl, that it is not journey-work : it was 
undertaken con amore.. with a kind of affec- 
tion for the various graces of M. Marmon- 
' tel's performance. The original is a picture 
which charms with its defign and colouring, 
and however defe<5live the execution of the 
bopy' may appear, there was a pleafure in 
working after fo fine a maften 

The reader is defired not to confider this 
little volume as a mere romance, or a mo- 
dern novel. The vehicle of fi(5lion is, in- 
deed, made ufe of, but it is in facft, an ejii^ 
mate of the manners and principles of the times. 
It is more than that, we have here a review 

f 

of an interef\jr\g period of hiftory, in which 
the caufes that precipitated t\ie do^xvl^ ci «l 
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great emfnre are unjfblded in a mafterly 
martner, tfhd With fiich a ipir it of poKtical 
refledlioh, that, I Will vefiture ta fay, (and I 
hope I may fay it i& free from offence at 
home, as it is from cortiplimcnt to the fo- 
reign writer) thftfthegenflerti^ii, vfhotakd 
upoft them thel tixt of thfe natJoh in our daii 
ly papers, rfiay for a while lay down their 
pens. Faiflbn is here detected, arid th6 
gbveiliors and g^^Srhed may find in thii 
piece v^^y feftfonabk adttlbni timid. I^ is d 
work for kings, for minifters, arid fot'-tlie 
people in general. Belifarius is throughout 
the whote an ilmiaWd arid mterefting cha^ 
rs^fter. He fe th^ fVierta of civil and religi- " 
6tis liberty; he glows Witfr a gerterous love 
of hufn^n kind, a warrior, a ftatefman^ a 
man of pifety,;atid ah ineiWy to pei^ftc'iition. 
Nothing cari be^ Mbfe beautifully •iraa^itfed 
than the pathetic fcenes, w\V\c\\ axt \Atx^ v^- 

A 3 XXodLV^^^-^N 
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troduced -, and the fentiments, that animate 
every chapter, almoft make a Brkon envy a 
writer, who was born and lives under the 
monarchy of France ; a writer who has had 
the genius and the courage to think with 
freedom, even in Paris, where we under- 
Aand, by the lad pod, that his bopk is now 
fupprelled. To conclude, the reader will 
find in this work, (to ufe Mr. Pope*s expreC- 
fion) a tenyperate yet npt inCpnfiftent, and 
a (hort yet not imperfefti^ftem of ethics. - 

Xtondon^ March z, 
1 767. 

* f 

t 

P, S; Xbe learned l^imder wiH obferve that it is 
]^ in fafhion witp^ the ,mofi eminent wits of 

France J when tbey have occqfion . to refer to 

Greek authors y to make their extralis from 
, Latin tranjlations : . to thaf fafhion M. Mar- 

montd ias conforn^d thrpu^out the fallowing 

work. 
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I Am aware, and it muft not be dtflembled, that 
the h&. upon which the following piece is 
grounded, may be confidered rather as a popu^ 
lar opinion, than an hiftorkal truth. But that 
opinion has fo univerfally obtained, and the idea 
of a blind old man reduced to beggary is now f<^ 
aiTociated with the name of BeHfarius,^ that the lat- 
ter never occurs without prefenting to the imagina- 
tion a pidure of the former. 

In this light, therefore, Belifarius is here repre* 
fented ; in every other particular, I have relied up^ 
on the faith of htftory, and Procopitrs has been 
my guide. But my atta.chment to his authority 
did not prevail with me to pay any fort of regard 
to that defamatory Libel, which, under the title 
of Anecootes or Secret History, has been 
attributed to h^m. On the contrary, it appears to 
me demonftrable^ that fo^ an^ indigefted mafs of 
fcandal, falfliood, andidetra£tton, could never be 
the work of fo reputable anhiftorian: the world^ 
I am ii^lined to think, is indebted fof that perfor- 
mance, to the pen .of fome paltry decbimer^ whofe 
honeily and genius were much upon a level \ 

. Of all the btilorians^ who. wrote in the fame pe- 
riod with Procopius, or who fuccecded him during 

...... ..'j , ' ' a.(pacc 

•.« ■• An advocate of Caefarca has been Aippofed to be 
the author. Fide Mem, da /' AaaiL Hi tTi|ct*)jAQtti ^ 
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a rpace of five hundred years, not one has made 
mention of the Anecdotes. Agathias, who was a 
cotemporary writer, enumerates the compofitions 
of our author, but is totally filent in regard to the 
work in queftion. Will it be urged, that it was 
preferved in a clandeftine manner ? In the courfe 
of three hundred years from the date of it, it is 
clear, that it might have been brought to light, and 
publiflied to th€ world : the learned Photius would 
certainly have known it, and yet it appears that he 
never heard of it. Suidas, a writer of the eleventh 
century, is the firft who imputes this defpicable 
fatire to Procopius : upon his authority the notion 
ha$ been adopted, and without ever being put to 
the teft, it has pafled current among the learned *. 
Writers, however, are ftill extant^ by whom the 
authority of Suidas has been called in queftion J: 
and there are not Wanting thofe, who, not content- 
ing thcmfelvcs with doubting the fa6t, have round- 
ly denied the Secret Hiftory to be the produdion of 
rrocopius. Of this number was Eichelius^, who 
gave an edition of the work^ with nates and a pre- 
face, where his fentimente may be feen at large. 
He fets Out with prdVing, that it is neither true nor 
probaUe that Procopius wa&ithe author; and, he 
addi) though he were, that a ddclaihiatibn fo extra- 
yagtnt, fdlham^Iefsand ablfurd Would be intitled 
Id. no fort of creditV but cdn^rites with it an antidote 
to its owif pdifim. The oiily ;dii&culty that re*- 
fhains with me is^ that the iildflrious atithor of the 
Spirit of Ldws has given a degree of faii6tion to the 
forgery. I know the weight of fo refpecftable an 
author ^yy but it muft yield to thd force, of evi- 
tienc^. b it ^o0iUe to believe^ that a. writer, who 
iiras a ftatefman in his day, and had the efteem of 
:■■./■■ i-.- ■'■.■■'■'■:■■■■' the 

t Pere CombcSk, La Motive, 6rc, 
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the age in which he lived, would agree with him- 
fc]f, for the little gratification of traducing his be- 
nefactors, to leave behind hrm a work of defama- 
tion, which could not fail to blacken his own me- 
mory, by reducing after- ages to the neceffity of 
confidering him either as the author of a virulent 
libel, or a flatterer of the meaneft fcrvility ? Can it 
be fuppofed that he, who had, in. every other re- 
fpedt, maintained the dignity of a judicious hiftori- 
an, could of a fudden be fo loft to all fenfe and de- 
cency as to defire, upon his own bare aflertion, that 
the charafter of a Jiupid blockhead^ a compound of 
rujiidty and folly * ^ (hould be fixe'd upon the em- 
peror Juftin, that wife and virtuous old- man, who 
from obfcurity, from the loweft ftation in the armyi, 
raifed himfelf by bis valour and his talents to the 
higheft rank; obtained the joint fufErages of the fe- 
nate, the army, and the people, in his favour, and 
rofe at laft to the imperial throne ? Is it credible 
that he, who compofed the hiftory of his own times 
in a ftrain of candour, truth and knowledge, could 
be capable o£ tranfinitting to us concerning Juftini- 
an. That he \J2&fiupid andfiuggtjh a&an afsy that 
he fuffered himfelf to he led by the nofe^ and that hi 
frequently pricked up his ears §. That he was not a 
man J bur a fury in human- Jhape f. That his 
mother, before flie conceived him, had commerce 
with a demon that was invifbUi but palpable to 

thet 

* Injlgnis homo floliditattp, fumma cum infintia fiimmd*^ 
que cum rufticitate conjunEla, 

§ Nam mirefiolidus'fuity if lento^ quam fimillmus ajino^ 
capiftro facile trahenduSf cut cb aures fubinde agitarentur. 

•f Quodveronon homo, fed,fub humand Jpecie^ fiiria fit 
Juftinianus, doeumento ejfepoffunt ingentia quibus affcctt ho- 
mines mala : quippe enim ex atrocitifte facinorum Autark 
virivm inmamt^j faJam^falt 
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the touch * ; and^ in Jhsrt^ that he hr ought fueh 
4i fiumbtr of cahmittes upon the emfure^ op could 
not be equalled in the ennals of all former ages\? 
Could at3 author of reputation^ who, in the ilyle of 
fober btftory, had reprcfcnted Belifariiis as an ac*- 
fromplifbed hero, adorned with triumph and with 
glory, defcend fo lowly from his charader as to call 
him at laft, a man dejpifrd by the worlds and 
fotnted at for a foolX? and this too in thecrifis 
of tha^ hero's fame, when he was called upon to 
he the guardian of the ftate by the expulfion of the 
Huns? 

* 

It is true, that in the orijginal Greek, (bme have 
jirctended to trace die ftyle of Procopius 5 but did 
they difccrn his good fenfe and manner of think-' 
lag ? I win grant that he might be fufceptible of 
ingratitude, and of fpleen and malice to his bene*' 
&Sors ; but would the rancour of an able writer 
▼ent itfdf in boyifii declamation? Would he think 
puerility fu£5cient to efface his former ftraln of pa- 
negyric, and to retra<d the fa&s upon which that 
[panegyric was founded ^ It is not likely that Pro- 
copius, the hiftorian,^ would fo trifle with pofterity, 
as to fit down in a fit of maleirolence, to prove in 
form that Juftinian and his minifters were not 
meny but a fet of evil demons^ who ftalked the 
'garth in human Jhape^ and btaped deftru£iion up^ 

on 

* E6 gravida antequamej/et, quandam genii fpeciem ad 
fe ventitajje, qua non ad vtfum, fed ad contaClum fe prabe- 
ret, accubaretque Jibi, if quafi maritus fe conjugem ini* 
ret. 

f // demum fuit Romanis /«/ tantorumque makrum 
AutoTy quot if quanto audita mn junt e» omni fuperiorum 
ttatum memorid, 
t Tunc en'm vero contemni ab omnibus if veluti dexttens 
Ji^Jannari. 
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§n inaniJnd*. Of fuch a degnee of infatuation 
I &ouid be alknoft indined to acquit htm, though 
all his <:otei»poraries were to d«;pofe againft 
bim : mo A auuredly. I ihall da fa now, when 
^re is QA other evidence but the Di£him of a 
Angle man who lived five hundred years after<« 
warda« 

It is. Procopius the: hifloxian, and not die fup^ 
pofed writer of (kandaloois memoirs, that I have 
IbUowed : I have confulted him la his genuine 
work, and from thence I have copied the cha- 
ravSler of my hero. His modefty, his benevolence, 
his aflability^ the fimplicitv oif his mannen, his 
beneficence, and, above all, that fund of huma- 
nity which was die bafis of his virtues, and made 
him the idol of the people* ^' It was the de- 
•* light," fays my author ft ** of the citizens of 
*^ Byzantium, to behold Belifarius coming forth 

•* every morning to the Forum He was 

" diftinguiflied by the fize and the graceful pro- 
•• portions of his ftature. To the dignity of his 
*^ perfon he added fuch an- air of meeknefs, be- 

V' '* nignity, 

• Hi nmquam homines Qmiif)'9i/i funt fed pemiciofi de^ 

mones Humanas indnti formas , quafi fern homines 

furia, fie univerfuM terrarum crbem amvuljerunt, 

+ Erat iffitur Bifanttnts civibus voluftati Belifarium in» 

tueri in prutn quottdie prodeuntem Pulchritudu 

hunc magnitudoque corporis honejiabat, Humilem praterea 
fe, benignumque ade^, atque editu obviis quibufque perfacilem 

exhibebat, ut infimafortis viro perfimilis videretur In 

fuos pracipue snilites munificentia. cateros anteibat 

Erga agricultores, agrefiejque homines, Santa hie indulgentid 
ac providentid sUebatur, ut Beiifario durante exercitu, nuU 
lam hi' vim paterentur. Segetes infuper, dum in agrts matU'^ 
rejcerent, mligentiiu tuebatur, ne forte eauorum greges has 
devaftarent \ frugefgue caterasy invitis dominiiy jiios aU\tv- 
£^fi/v9^Mat, Ptoc. dc BcU. Gotli. fit* \a* 
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*' nignity, and chearful demeanour to all who 
** came in his way, that he might have paffed for 

•' one of the ordinary jank of people His 

*^ munificence to his foldiers was unbounded. . . • • 
** To the hulbandman and the labourer of the 
^ field he behaved with ^uch a tender concern, 
•* that while he commanded, they were fure of 
** fufFering no kind of outrage from the army. 
** His care, moreover, extended to ^\l the fruits of 
■•* the earth : he provided with folicitude that his 
^* troopers fhouid not trample down the corn 
-** growing up in the field ; and to touch any part 
^* of the farmer's ftore, without leave from the 
•" owner, was made penal throughout his army." 
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BELISARIUS. 



CHAP. I. 

jd ;Wfe. O W A R D S the clofe of Juftini- 
-p ^ an'« reign, when that Emperor 
^ began to droop with age,' the ftatc, 
"*1 ^Sl*" exhaufted by long and violent 
exertions, difcovcred every fymptom of de- 
cay. The adminiftration through all its de- 
partments was enfeebled ; the authority of 
the laws was filent ^ the public treafure was 
abandoned to private avarice ; and military 
difcipline lay quite neglefled. Fatigued by 
a continued feries of wars, the Emperor was 
reduced to be a purchafer of peace at the 
hands of his enemies ; while the fcanty re- 
mainder of his armies languiihed in a (late 
of indolence, as if grown ufele(s, and a 
burthen to the government. The com- 
m^dcrs of the inacfKve foldierj gai.v^\^^txftr 
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felves up to pleafure and diffipation ; and 
the exercife of the chace, which recalled to 
their minds a faint image of war, was their 
only expedient to prevent the wearinefs of 
too deep a repofe, and the languor of a 
liftlefs condition. 

It happened, after the fports of hunting 
were over, that a party was engaged at fup- 
per in a caftle fituated in^.the territories of 
Thrace, when word was brought .that a 
blind oki man, conducted by a child, im- 
plored the company for (helter and hofpi- 
tali^y. Youth is prone to compaflion, and 
the old man wasi. admitted, h was now the 
autumnal feafon, and tlie cold, which began 

:to, be fomew^h^t eager, had chilled the poor 
venerable ftranger. Tbey gave him a feat 

.near the fire. 

T-he pleafures of the table went on ; 

^-convivial mirth diffufed itfelf, and the 
misfortunes of the ftate became at length 
the topic of converfation. A wide field 
was opened fpr cenfure to expatiate in, 

. and difcontentcd vanity allowed itfelf every 

.Jibcrty of fpeeph. .Each individual was 

• lavilh in commendation irf the exploits he 
had performed, and thofe he would have 
performed, if his merit and his talents had 

,iiot been negleftcd and deprefTed. The 

• calamities of the empire, ;aQCording to them, 
could only be afcribed to the egregious 
bJunder of not confiding the places of 
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higheft truft to men of their ftamp and cha- 
rafter. They governed the world over 
their bottle, and with every bumper the 
fpirit of legiflation grew more enlightened 
and decifive. 

The old man at the corner of the fire 
liftened to this club of politicians, and pity 
mingled with his fmiles. One of the com* 
pany perceiving it, Honeft man, fays he, 
you feem to find fomething pleafant in our 
difcourfe. — Pleafant! replied the aged gueft; 
pardon me, Sir, not very pleafant, but light 
and airy, as may be expedted at your time 
of life. The whole room was adoniflicd at 
the anfwer. Your complaints you think 
well founded, continued the old man, and 
I agree with you, that you ought not to 
have fallen into negle<5l ; but that is a 
mere partial evil, tiot to be lamented. 
Lament rather that the empire has loft all 
its llrength and dignity -, and that the prince, 
worn out with cares, and bending under the 
weight of years, no longer now can fee and 
judge for himfelf, but is obliged to aft by 
the miniftry of unfaithful fervants. In fo 
general a difafter, it is poor to think only 
of youf felves. — That was the fafliion of 
your time, I fancy, interpofes one at the 
table ; no body cared about himfelf in 
thofe days! However, the mode is altered 
now, and every man for himfelf at prefent^ 
So much -the worfe, returned the old maa % 



4 BELISARIUS. 

and if that be the cafe, you are properly 
requited ; negle(ft ought to be your portion. 
How ! (aid the perfon to whom thefe words 
were addreffed, do you encroach upon our 
hofpitality, in order to infult us ? Far 
from it, anfwered the old man ; I deal with 
you as a friend, and pay you with honed 
truth for the flielter you afford me. 

The young Tiberius, who fince merited 
to be ranked among the virtuous emperors, 
happened to be of the party. He was 
ftruck with the venerable air and fiiowy 
head of the blind old gucft. Addrcfling 
himfelf to hira. There is, faid he, a mark 
of wifdom in your obfervation, but it is 
mixed with a degree of fpleen ; and this 
public fpirit, whidi you require, is without 
doubt a virtue, but by no means a duty. 
— In your ftation it is a duty, replied the 
good old man, in a tone fomewhat peremp- 
tory ; or, faid he, to exprefs it better, 
it is the bafis of your duty, the foundation 
of every military virtue. Wlioever dedi- 
cates himfelf to the fervJce of his country, 
Should confider his country as infolvent ; 
for, in fad, that which he devotes to the 
common good is above all price. H^ 
fliould, moreover, be prepared to meet 
with ingratitude from nis country •, for if 
the facrifice he makes does not fpring froni 
generous motives, the'part he ads is fooli(h 
and abiiird, Tihe only true principles of 

m 
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aftrbn are the love of glory, and the ardor, 
the enthufiafm of virtue. AAuated by 
thefe incentives, of what nnoment is it how 
our fer vices are received ? The recom- 
perice of true virtue does not depend upon 
the caprice of a minifter, or the difcern- 
ment of the prince. The common foldier, 
indeed, may be induced by the hopes of 
booty ; he may hazard his life for a pit- 
tance to maintain k. This I readily com- 
prehend ; but you, Sir, born to affluence, 
with whom to live h to enjoV, when you 
relinquifh the fofter fcenes ot life to un- 
dergo fatigue and labour, oppofing your- 
felf voluntarily ,to various perils, can you 
derogate (b far (totn the generous aft, a^ 
to defire wages for it ? ft is depreciated 
by payment : who attends to the advantage 
of felary, is a mercenary fkve j nor is the 
cafe altered by the quantity of reward ; the 
man who appraifes his talents, and converts 
them to profit, is to the full as venal as tliie 
foul that fells itfelf for a piece of monfey.- 
What I have faid of pecuniary recompence, 
I affirm alfo of the allurements of ambition : 
honours, titles, rank, and the favours of 
the fovereign, what are they but wages ? 
He who defires them has his hire. We 
muft either give or fell ourfelves : there rs 
no other alternative. The former is the 
a<5t of freedom, the latter of flavery : \QXLy 
gentlemen^ will incline to that V(V{\c\\ ^"^^^^ 
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beft with the propenfities of your hearts.— 
At this rate, honeft friend, faid the com- 
pany, you place fovereigns in a very eafy 
condition. — Were my difcourfe addreffed 
to fovereigns, returned the blind ftranger, 
I fliould tell them, that as it i^ your duty 
to obferve a difinterefted condu(!fl, fo it is 
theirs to be juft and upright.— What, then, 
is it juft, do ypu think^ to give merit its 
due recompence ? — Mod certainly it is ; 
but he to whom fervice is rendered, is to 
difpenfe the reward ; and if he omits to do 
it, it is his misfortune. But to go a little 
farther : which of us, in weighing our own 
merits, can be fure. of holding the balance 
with an even hand ? To illuftrate this, in 
your condition, for inftance, in order that 
every body (hould be dealt with to his fa- 
tisfadion, it would be neceflary that each 
fliould command in chief, and then what 
becomes pf fubordination i* This, you fee, 
is impra<5licable. Let me then aflume it 
as a truth, that government may inciden- 
tally want penetration, and even equity ; 
but ftill it Will be more difcerning and wife 
in its appointments, than if it were impli- 
citly to take the recommendation each of 
you would give in favour of himfelf. — 
And who are you that talk to us in this 
drain, fays the young matter of the feaft, 
with an elevation of voice? — Belifarius, 
replied the old man. 
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The furprize occafioned by this difcovery 
need not be expreffed : the aftoniniment 
and confufion that feized their young minds 
at the name of Belifarius, at the name of 
him who had fo often conquered in three 
parts of the globe, will fugged thcmfelves 
to every imagination. Ihe whole com* 
pany remained motionlefs, and a deep 
filence marked the refpecft with which they 
were impreffed. Reverential awe pofTefTed 
them, and, forgetting that Belifarius was 
blind, not one of them dared to lift his 
eyes. 1 iberius at length broke filence : 
Thou venerable man, faid he, how unjuft 
and cruel has fortune been to thee ! — to 
thee, whom the whole empire, for thirty 
yeais together, felt the author of its glory 
and its flourifliing condition ; till at length 
wicked malice framed a charge of treafon 
and revolt ! — Thou art that hero, whom 
the perfccuting rage of envious men loaded 
with irons, and barbaroufly deprived of th^ 
organs of fight ! — And yet, thus bafely 
treated, you can ftill perfevere to inculcate 
the principles of public fpirit and difm- 
terefted love of country ! — And from whom, 
fays Belifarius, would you expe(5t to hear 
the leflbns of virtue ? Are the flaves of 
court-favour to be your moralifts ? -- Oh ! 
fhame indelible! fays Tiberius, interrupt- 
ing him ; unparalleled ingratitude ! Polt e- 
rity will fcarce believe the monftrous ftot^^ 

B 4 ~Vl 
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— It muft not be diffembled, replied Bc- 
lifarius, that my enemies did take me un- 
provided, and furprife me a little : I never 
expelled to be injured to that exceft of 
.outrage. I had, however^ been familiar 
with the idea of dying in the fervice of the 
empire ; and whether dead or blind, the 
difference is inconfiderable. Devoted to 
my country, I did not except my eyes. 
All that I hold dearer than my eyes or my 
Jifeftill remains tome; the honour of my 
jcharafter is inviolate, and, above all, the 
virtues of my heart are ftill mine, uncon* 
quered by my enemies. The a(ftions of 
my life may indeed be defaced from the 
memory of a court; but the memory of 
mankind will be more retentive ; and if it 
fliould not, I have the confcious rcmem-. 
brance, and that is fufficient. 

The company now, ftruck with admira- 
tion, foUicited Belifarius to make one at 
the table. Excufe me, gentlemen, fays 
he, at my age the bed place is the fire- 
fide. Every civility was rendered to him, 
and he was much importuned to accept the 
beft bed in the caftle : he contented him; 
felf with a little draw. I have often flept 
harder, fays he : but this child who guides 
me, I recommend to your good offices ^ 
for he is more delicate than I am. 

The next morning as foon as there was 
Jigfht enough for his guide, Belifarius de- 
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parted, before his hofls, fatigued with the 
fportof the preceding day, were yet awake, 
lleing informed when they rofe, that the 
hero had left the place, they propofed to 
go in queft of hira^ in order to provide him 
with a carriage, and what other conveni- 
cncies he might want. No, fays Tiberius, 
that will be labour in vain ; Belifarius has 
not conceived efteem enough for us, to make 
him willing to receive an obligation. 

The young Tiberius had.fenfibility and 
refle(5tion ; on his mind an exalted virtue 
in the very extreme of misfortune made the 
deepeft impreffion. Never, fays he to one 
of his friends who came to him from the 
emperor, never (hall I forget laft night's fo-. 
lemn fcene ! never (hall the words of the 
venerable man be erafed from my niemoi^y- . 
Humiliating as- he was, yet his leflon has 
taught me what a talk remains upon my 
hands, if I afpire to the dignity of my na- 
ture ; if I mean to be a man. An account of 
this incrdcTit reached the ear of Jos tin i an, 
who deiired an interview with Tiberius.. 

TiEERius related the whole with accu-^ 
racy to the emperor, and then continued 
he, It is rmpoffiWe, Sir, that fo elevated a 
mind could, defcejid to the bafcnefs of the 
confpiracy laid to his charge : i would en- 
gage my life thit hef is innocent, if ^ life 
like mine were worthy of being furety for 
fb iWutinoas a cbaradter. 1 m^ fc't \\vn\^ 

fi 5 ^Yv^ 
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and confer with him, replied Justin iai^Ti 
without difclofing myfelf to him : in the 
condition of blindnefs, to which he is re- 
duced, this will not be imprafticable. Since 
his releafe from prifon, he cannot have re- 
moved himfelf to any confiderable diftance : 
purfue his fteps, and intice him, if poflible, 
to your country-feat ; thither 1 will come in 
private. This command of the emperor, 
Tiberius received with tranfport, and the 
next day he purfued the road Belifarius 
had taken. 



CHAP. II. 

BElisarius, in the mean time, begging 
alms as he went, journeyed on to- 
wards an old ruinous cailje, where his fa* 
mily expefted him. He had given direc- 
tions to his young guide, not to mention 
his name on the road; but the dignified 
air of his countenance, and his Vi^hole per- 
fon,: was fufficient to intereft every be- 
holder. Arriving that night at a village, 
his conductor flopped at the door of an 
houfe which had a (imple but neat appear- 
ance. 

The landlord was entering with a fpade 
in his hand : the mien and features of Be- 
lifarius attraded his attention, and made 
Jjjin curious to know fa refpc(5table a va- 
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grant. A poor invalid, fays Belifarius, an 

old decrepid foldier ! A fbldier! exclaims 

the villager, and that honour is your re- 
compence! — There is no help for it, replied 
Belifarius; the greateft misfortune of a 
fovereign is his inability to pay the price 
of all the blood fpilt in his fervice. The 
heart of the villager was touched by this 
anfwer, and Belifarius was invited to par- 
take of his hofpitality. 

1 here introduce, fays the mafter of the 
houfe to his wife, a gallant brave veteran, 
who bears the feveritics of his fate with 
fortitude of mind : then turning, to Belifa- 
rius, My honeft gueft, be not afhamed of 
your condition in a family which has been 
inured to misfortunes : fit you down, we 
are going to fupper ; while we wait to have 
it laid upon the table, tell me, pray, what 
wars have you ferved in ? In the wars of 
Italy, fays Belifarius, againft the Goths, that 
in Afia againft the Perfians, and in Africa 
againft the Vandals and the Moors. 

At thefe words the villager could not 
fupprefs a deep figh. At this rate then, 
continued he, you made every campaign 

with Belifarius ? Yes, every campaign ; 

we were never afunder. — Indeed ! that ex- 
cellent man ! the equal compofure of his 
mind ! that conftiant uprightnefs ! that 
crcatnefp of foul! Is he'ftill living, pray? 
for in this folitudc it is about five and twenty 
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years fincc 1 have heard what is doing in 

the world. Yes, Belifarius is lUll alive. 

May heaven guard and prcflong his 

days! If he heard your wiihes for him, 

your goodnefs would affe(5l him tenderly. — 
Very like ; and how do they fay he fares at 
court ? In great power to be fure ! a- 
dored by every body !— Alas ! envy is ever 
an attendant on profperity. — Very true ; 
but the emperor (hould be upon his guard 
^ainft the enemies of fo great a man, 
the tutelary genius, the protestor of the 

empire ! — He is far gone in years now. • 

But what then? he will be as great in 
council as he was formerly in the field. 
His wifdom, if he is attended to, may, 
perhaps, be of more extenfive ufe than 
even his valour. And how, fays Belifa- 
rius, inwardly foftened, how was he known 

to you ? Let us fit down to table, an- 

fwered the villager: your queftion would 
lead into a long detail. 

Belifarius now felt fome (ecret hints that 
his landlord muft be fome officer who had 
formerly ferved under him, and had reafon 
to be contented with his general. During 
fupper, the latter was inquifitive concern- 
ing the events of war in Italy and the Eaft, 
but was totally filent in regard to Africa, 
Belifarius gratified his curiofity in a plain 
and fimple ftile. Let us drink, fays the 
ho/l, at the conclufion of the repaft, let us 
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drink to the health of your general, and 
may heaven requite him with its bounty 
for all the evil he heaped on me! — He ! re^ 
plied Belifarius, did he injure you? — He 
difcharged his duty, and I make no com- 
plaint. I have learned in the fchool of ad- 
verfity to eoi;npaffionate the diftrefles of 
mankind, and you (hall know, my honeft 
friend, how that leflbn was taught me. As 
you have fcrved in Africa, you mud have 
feen the king of the Vandals, the unfor- 
tunate GiLiMER, led by Belifarius in tri- 
umph to Conftantinople, with his wife and 
children involved in his captivity. That 
very GiLiMER has opened to you his ho(pi- 
table door! you have fupped with him! 
Thou Gilimer! exclaimed Belifarius; 
and has not the emperor affigned you a 
better lot ? — He had promifed. — Yes, he 
promifed, and, to do him juftice, he kept 
his word. Dignities were offered to me, 
and even the rank of a Patrician ; but I 
declined the offer. To him who has been 
a king and has loff his crown, the only r&- 

fource is obfcurity and repofe. Thou 

Gilimer J — Yes, I am he! that vanquiffied 
prince, who, you may remember, was be- 
lieged upon the mountain oi Papua. There 
1 fuffered unheard-of h^dftiips* : the in- 
clemency of the winter-feafon, the necefli- 
ties of famine, the mifcrable afpe(5t of a 

whole 
f nJcPracof. (f<f BcIIq Fandalico, lib. U. 
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whole people driven to the laft defpair, and 
ready to devour their very wives and chil- 
dren; the unremitting vigilance of that 
brave officerPHARAS, who, even amidft the 
operations of the fiege be carried on, never 
ceafed by his remonllrances to awaken my 
feelings both for myfelf and the miferies of 
my people : all thefe circumftances, toge- 
ther with the entire confidence I had in the 
uprightnefs of your general, prevailed upon 
me at length to lay down my arms. With 
Avhat an air of fober dignity did Belifarius 
receive me ! Every proper attention was 
paid to me by his diredion. With what 
addrefs, with what refpedt did he ftrive to 
foften my affliiflion I The fpace of near 
fix luftreshas elapfed fince I have dwelt in 
thisfolitary retreat, and not a day has pafled 
without hearing my moll fervent prayers 
for Belifarius. 

I perceive, faid Belifarius, in this account 
of yourfelf, the mild efFeds of that philo- 
fophy, which even on the mountain, where 
you endured fo much, could make you 
chant your calamities in fong •, which gave 
you, when you appeared before Belifarius, 
that ferenity of contempt ; and on his day 
of triumph animated that look of magna- 
nimity, which aftoniftied the emperor Juf- 
tinian. My good gueft, replied Gilimer, 
the ftrength and the weaknefs of our minds 
depend entirely upon the light in which 
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things appear to us. True conftancy and 
fortitude nrll fprung up in my heart, when 
I began to confider the world as the fport 
of fortune. Till then I had lived the moft 
voluptuous of kings, diflblved in luxury, 
and ever intranced in the lap of pleafure : 
on a fudden J paffed from my palace, that 
fcene of revelry and delight, to the cavern 
of the Moors*, where pillowed upon ftraw, 
1 lived on barley coarfely pounded and 
half roafted under the cinders. Nay, to 
fuch hardftiip was I reduced, that a loaf of 
bread, fent to me by the humanity of an 
enemy, was an ineftimable prefenr. From 
this fituation I fell into captivity, was load- 
ed with irons, and walked in the con- 
queror's triumph. In extremities like thefe, 
you will agree with me, that the heart muft 
break with grief, or rife fuperior'to the ca- 
price of fortune. 

You find in that compofure of your foul, 
fays Belifarius, many refources againft ca- 
lamity ; and I promife to fuperadd a new 
motive of confolation before we part.^ 

Their converfation ended here, and each 
retired to reft. 

Gilimer, at the dawn of day, inftead of 
betaking himfclf to the cultivation of his 
garden, made it his firft care to enquire how 

his 

* Vandali namque omnium funt, qms fcima^ mUiJpmi 
at^'Jflkat/^mi } mnlum vm mifsrrimi Mauri/ii. 



i6 B E L I S A R I U S. 

his aged gueft had palled the night. He 
found him already up, with his (lick in his 

hand, ready to fet out on his journey. 

How ! faid he, not give us a few days be- 
fore you leave us! — That, replied Belifa-* 
rius, is not in my power : 2 have a wife 
and daughter inconfolable during, my ab-» 
fence. Farewell and hear without emo- 
tion what remains to be told you : Blind 
and fuperannuated as I am, Bbll^arius 
will never forget the reception you have 

given him. — Howl Belisarius! It is^ 

SfiLisARius who now embraces you! * 

Righteous Heaven! exclaims Gilimer, 
half wild with aftonifliment, Belisarius 
blind, and abandoned in his old age! 
Even fo, replied Belisarius, and to fticv* 
you the extreme of cruelty, before they 
turned him adrift to .b.eg his way through 
the world, his enemies put out his eyes.— 
Amazement! fays Gilimer, in a tone of 
grief and horror ; can k be poffiblc ? 
Who were the monfters? — Envious men, 
replied Belisarius ; they irppeaehed me 
of deligns upon the crown, when my 
thoughts were fixed upon my grave. They 
had credit enough to ruin me, and I was 
laid in irons. The people at length cla* 
moured loudly for my enlargement ; it was 
ia vain to refift the popular outcry ; but 
in reftoring me to liberty they deprived me 
9f my fight. JixsTiNiAN too ordained it; 
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there the wound ftruck deeper ! You can 
witnefs with what zeal, with what afFeftion 
I ferved him. Even now I love him, and 
grieve that he is furrounded by wicked* 
men, who cloud and blacken the evening 
of his^ days. When I heard that he him- 
felf pronounced the definitive fentence, I 
own my conftancy failed me ; the very ex- 
ecutioners relented into pity, and fell pro- 
ftrate at my feet. Now. all is over ; and 
thanks be to Heaven, I have but a little 
time to crawl about blind and wretched. 
Pafs that time with me, fays Gi li- 
me r : here under my roof, clofe an il- 
luftrious life.— That, returned Belifarius, 
would have fomething foothing in it ; kit 
I mufl: give myfelf to my family, and I now 
go to expire in their arms. Farewel ! 

Gilimer embraced him, bathed him with 
his tears, and could hardly quit his hold* 
At length be let him go with a parting 
pang, and draining his eyes after him, O 
profperity ! fays he, thou cheat profperity ! 
who can confide in thee ? TTie warlike 

hero, the great, the good Belifarius! 

Now indeed he may think himfelf happy 
who digs his garden. With thefe words 
the king of the Vandals refumed his fpadc. 
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CHAP. III. 



BElisarius was now near the afyliim of 
his family, who expcdlcd him wkh im- 
patience, when a new incident made him 
fear that he (hould never reach it The inha* 
bitants upon the borders of the empire were 
perpetually making incurfions into Thrace. 
A party of Bulgarians had invaded the con* 
fines, juft as a rumour was fpread abroad, 
that Behsarius, deprived or his eye-fight, 
was difcharged from prifon, and was beg- 
ging his way to his exiled family. The idea 
of attaching to himfelf fo confiderable a 
man foon (truck the Prince of Bulgaiia, 
who little doubted but Belisarius would 
embrace the moft rapid means of revenge. 
The road he had taken was known, and 
orders were accordingly illued for a dili- 
gent purfuit. Towards the clofe of day 
Belisarius was overtaken : force was not 
to be refitted -, he was obliged to mount a 
fuperb horfe brought for the purpofe. Two 
Bulgarians condu(5ted him^ and the hero's 
guide was obliged to mount behind one of 
them. You may truft us, faid the Bul- 
garians; the prince our mafter honours 
your virtues and compaflionates your mif- 
fortunes. Belisarius interrogating what 
their prince wanted with him ^ He means. 
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replied the Barbarians, to fate your ven- 
geance with the blood of your enemies. 
Ah ! fays the old general, let him leave me 
unrevenged; his pity is fuperfluous, and 
cruel. I only afk to die in the arms of my 
family, and you tear me from them. Whi- 
ther would you lead me? I am hai raffed 
with fatigue, and reft is neceflaryirjto me. 
Reft you ftiall have, anfwered the Bulga- 
lians, and to your entire fatisfadlion, if the 
maftcr of the neighbouring caftle (hould 
chance not to be upon his guard, or in cafe 
he does not prove armed with too ilrong a 
force. 

1 his caftle was in the occupation of an 
old courtier whofe name was Bess us. He 
had commanded at Rome during a liege, 
and after being guilty of the moft horrible 
exactions, retired t9 this place with ten 
thouland talents*. Belisarius had in- 
fifted that he (hould be profccuted with the 
utmoft feverity of the law ; but thofe at 
court who did not wifti to have matters too 
clofely infpcfted, being all of his party, the 
enquiry was prevented, and Bessus retired 
to enjoy his crimes and his money in rural 
tranquility. 

Two Bulgarians, who had been difpatched 
to reconnoitre the place, reported to the 
chief, that in the caftle all was pleafurc and 
rejoicings that the misfortune of Beh- 

'About 250,00c/. ftcrlinj. 
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SARI us was the general talk ; and that Bis- 
sus celebrated it by a day of fcftivity, as a 
puniftiment inflidled by Heaven. Theab- 
jcdl wretch ! faid the Bulgarians, he ftiall . 
not long have it in his power to triumph in 
the downfal of a great man like you. 

They arrived foon at the caftle : BeflTus 
was at cable furroanded by his fycophants^ 
one of whom fung a fong of adulation, and 
in his ftanzas fet forth the cane of Heaven 
in the juftification of his patron, by puniih- 
ing the accufer with the lofs of his fight. 
What more ma»ife(l indication could there 
be I Could innocence enjoy a more fplendid 
triumph ! BeflTus applauded the' flattering 
ftrain,graciooflyobfcrving, thaft Heaven is ' 
always juft, aad that fooner or later the ' 
wicked are brought to condign punifh*' 
ment. BeiTus was rigl)t in his obfervation ; 
for now the Bulgarians, fword in hand, had 
taken pofleflion of the court yard, and leav- 
ing Belifarius to the care of a few foldiers, ' 
made their way with hideous uproar to the 
baaqueting-room. Beflus turned pale at the 
^^ht ; confufion and terror fell upon him ; 
his gucfts were thrown into the utmoft con- 
fternation : without attempting a defence, 
they fell upon their knees and begged their 
lives. They were all inftantly fcized, and 
dragged forth to the place where Be lis a- 
jRius was guarded. Bessus by the light of 

the torches perceived ou Vvoifcb^icJs; ^\i*Cv^^ 

^ Old. 
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old man ; he immediately knew him, and 
beieeched his mercy. The old general, 
Ibfcened with tendernefs, conjured the Bul- 
garians to fpare him and his. No, faid the 
chief, no mercy here for bad meni This was 
the (ignal for flaughter, and Beffus with all 
his comrades was put to death upon the 
foot. Then ordering all the domeftics be- 
rare him, the commander of the gang, who 
law they expefted the fame fate, bid them 
ke without fear, and attend him and his 
party at table ; for now, fays he, we are 
your mafters. He proceeded to regale him- 
Celfwith his followers, and Be LI SARI us was 
placed in the feat of BefTus. 

The viciflitudes of fortune now engroflTed 
the thoughts of Belifarius, and this Tail in- 
cident forely grieved him. My friends, 
laid he to the Bulgarians, you diflrefs me 
much by (bedding the blood of my coun- 
ttymen. BefTus, it is true, was guilty of 
avarice and inhumanity : I have feen bim 
the author of a &mine at Rome, and in the 
midft of the public mifery felling out bread 
at a mod exorbitant price, without any feel- 
ing for the poor, wno were unable to buy 
the neceflaries of life. Thejuflice of Hea- 
ven has overtaken him at lad, and my only 
re^et is that he merited his fate : but yec 
this havock, done in my name, is. a flain to 
ray honour. Either difpatch me, or pro- 
mife that no outrage of this fort (hall h^^ 
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en again while I am amongd you. 

ulgarians engaged to reftrain themfe 
for the future to felf-defence ; But Bel 
caftle was plundered, and the next day 
invaders, loaded with booty, fct forv 
with Belisakius. 

As foon as they arrived at their prin 
camp, the commander in chief, embra< 
Belifarius, exclaimed in a tranfport of 
Come, thou venerable man, and try v 
ther we or your own countrymen are 
Barbarians !' Abandoned by the Hate 
ferved, you (hall find among us t 
friends and revengers of your wroi 
With this he led him by the hand to 
tent, there bad him repofe himfelf, 
gave orders that every thing (hould fav 
his flumber. At night, after a fumbtu 
repaft, at which the name of Belifa 
was celebrated by all the Barbarian ch 
the king withdrew with him to a .pri^ 
conference. He began by obferving, t 
it was needlefs to remonftrate the cru< 
of the treatment he had met with. T 
crime, continued he, is horrible; the v 
geance due to it (hould be the fame. Y 
tyrant, with all his accomplices, muft 
buried under the ruins of the fmpe 
throne and palace : his city (hall be wi 
in flames, and its fragments heaped uj 
the emperor's head. Be thou, illuftrious 
juan^ be thou the guide of toy armies ; 
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ftruft me how to conquer, and to expiate 
your injuries. They have not roSbed you 
of the mind^s eye ; the light of wifdom is 
ftill yours. Teach me how to ru(h upon 
them by furprize ; to aflault them within 
their ramparts. Let us exterminate their 
empire, and not leave a trace of it on this 
fide of the feas. 'If the fecond rank in our 
new dominion will not fuffice you, divide 
with me the imperial dignity -, I agree to 
it. Let the tyrant of Byzantium, before 
he dies beneath repeated blows, behold you 
once more make your triumphant entry into 
his city. — And would you Jiave me, then, 
faid Belifarius, after apauf^, would you have 
me juftify him for depriving me of my 
fight ? It is a long time, Sir, fince I de- 
clined the offer of crowns. Carthage and 
Italy invited my acceptance. I was then 
young, and in the feafon of ambition; 
perfecution even then began to ftiew itfelf, 
but I remained inviolably faithful to my 
prince and my country. The duty which 

then bound me continues unextinguilhed ; 
and nothing can induce me to renounce it. 
When I promifcd allegiance to the empe- 
ror, I hoped to -find him juft ; and, if he 
proved otherwife, I made no refervatiojo erf" 
a tacit right to defend, much lefe to re- 
venge myfelf. Of treafon and revolt lam 
incapable ; and, let me aflc, how would it 
fcrve you to brand me with pe\j\\x^> 
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What valuable fervice can you expert 
from a blind old man, who has loft the 
force and vigour of his mind ? The en- 
terprize you propofe is much above my 
ability, perhaps above your own. In the 
prefent relaxed ftate of government, the 
emperor appears an eafy conqueft ; but he 
is only grown indolent ; and perhaps to 
roufe him from his languor, and re-animate 
his fpirit, it were defireable for him that an 
enterprize like yours (hould be commenced. 
That city, which you think fo affailable, 
is inhabited by a people trained to war: 
and then^ what afet ofmen to lead them 
on! If the fuperannuated Beliiarius rAay 
well nigh be numbered with the dead, yet 
Narses lives, and even Narses has for 
competitors Mundus, Hermes, Salomon, 
and many others of a warlike genius. If 
you will credit me, time alone, with its 
imperceptible hand, muft fap the founda- 
tions, and work the downfal of that great 
empire. You may indeed commit a ra- 
vage, but that is but the war of robbers i 
your ambition will afpire to an enterprize 
more worthy of you. Juftinian deflres 
only to form alliances and confederacies in 
friendfhip; let me add there is not a king 
who would not be honoured by an alliance 
with him; and, Sir, it depends upon your- 

felf to No, interrupted the Bulgarian, 

/ never will be the frktidoi "J^xftiuia^; I 
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will hold no alliance with the man who 
owes his all to you, and in return has blind- 
ed you for it. Will you reign in concert 
with me, the diredlor of my councils, and 
the genius of my armies i That is the quet 
tion between us. My life, replied Belifa- 
rius, is in your hands ; but nothing can ex- 
empt me from the allegiance 1 owe my 
lawful fovereign ; even now, deprefled as I 
am, had I the means of ferving him, though 
it wereagainft yourfetf, he might ftill be as 
fure of me as in my day of profpeiiiy.— 
An extraordinary fort of virtue this ! fays the 
Bulgarian. — Woe to the people, replied Be- 
lifarius, to whom rt appears extraordinary ! 
Don't you perceive that it is the founda- 
tion of good order in fociety ? That no mem- 
ber of any community whatever (ht>uld ar- 
rogate to himfelf a right to be his own 
judge and his own avenger, is an obvious, 
a felf-cvident truth. That right of nature 
is transferred to the magi ft rate; and were 
it otherwife, there would be as many re- 
bels as difcontented Ipirits. Would you, 
yvho now coiirt me to punifli my mafter for 
injuftice, would you give the fame privi- 
lege to your own foldiers ? -^ Would I give 
it ? fays the Bulgarian ; they have it with- 
out my giving it 4 but fear reftrainsit with- 
in due bounds. — ^And with us, fir, virtue is 
the reftraint, fays Belifarius ; that is an ad- 
vantage refblting from the manntt^ •, S.xoYct 

C rcv^xv^^^ 
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manners formed: by civilization, the parent 
of {bcial happinefs ; and fcfcial happinefs, let 
me tell you, will never be rightly under- 
ftood^ where :the ihftitutions. of true policy 
have not been received. I will. go deepef 
into this fubje<5l, with the freedom of a man 
who has nothing left to fear or hope. What 
fort of (iibjedts do you govern, fir ? A race 
enured to warfare.; that is their beft re- 
source:, and. that veryiwarfare to which they 
are trained baniflies every idea of the right 
uft of peace i inclines them to negleft the 
valuable riches of labour and induftry ; to 
trample on the laws of natural jnftice, and 
fcek a precarious good in ruin and deft ruc- 
tion. If you will place before your eyes 
the. confequences that muft ; attend your 
bound] efs ambition, you will perceive how 
neceffarily it refults, that, to lay wafte the 
territories of , the empire, you muft leave 
your own without labourers, barren and 
uncultivated ;• that in order to fubfrft one 
part of the human fpecies, you muft fnaf» 
lacre another; and that your. own fubje<fls 
muft fatten with their blood the very land 
which they cover with <lefolation. And 

'Will not, faid the king, the influence of 
war be the fame upon the .fubjeds of the 
empire? By no means, replied, Belifarius ; 
and moreover the ot^eft of our arms is ve- 
ry different. The tud aimed at by our 

iW^rs i5 public tranquility^ that we may en- 
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joy the fruits of peace as the purchafe of 
our viftories. Generofity, fays the Bul- 
garian, is eafily extended where we have 
the (uperior force. Let us break off the 
conference. You are ftill illuftrious in mi- 
fery, and I honour your unfhaken fidelity ; 
it deferved a better recompence. Repofe 
yourfelf for this night in my own tent : you 
fliall be lodged near our perfbn. To-mor- 
row it (hall depend upon yourfelf to dircdl 
your guides which way you will be conduct- 
ed. To the place where they feized me, faid 
Belifarius ; and then retired to the comforts 
of a pure and tranquil fleep. 

The -next day the king of Bulgaria took 
leave of the goSxi old general, and fain 
•would have loaded him with prefents. 
They are, fays Belifarius, the fpoik of my 
^country, and you would blufh for me, if I 
fuftered myfelf to be fb enriched. Some 
neceflary food for himfelf and his guide 
was all he could be induced to accept ; 
and the fame party that laid violent hands 
upon him, efcorted him to the place from 
whence he had been carried to thte barba- 
rian camp. 
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CHAP. JV. 

THE hero was now at the diftance of 
twelve miles from the retreat of his 
family ; but being exhaufted by. a fatiguing 
journey, lie enquired of bis.guide whether 
there was not a village in fight, where he 
might reft his wearied limbs. There is one, 
faid the young conduftQr, but it is a con- 
fiderable way off. Xet thefe guards con- 
vey you to it. No, replied Belisarius, I 
fhould expofe the .place to the pillage of 
thefe rovers.^ He now took leaye of his 
.convoy. 

Arriving at the village, the cry that ftruck 
his ear was, 71?ere bei$\ that's be;, it. is the 
^oery man. What may this mean? — It is an 
whole family, faid the guide, making to- 
wards you with great eagernefs. By this 
time an oldjnan came forward from the 
; crowd. Worthy gentleman, faid he, miay 
we crave to know who you are: ? You 
jplainly fee, replied Relifarius, that! am a 
poor indigent wretch, and not a gentle- 
man. — ^An indigent wretch ! exclaimed the 
peafant; that is what occafions our curi- 
ofity ; for we have a report here, that, 
wretched as you feem, you are Belifarius. 
^Lower your voic?, my honeft friend, re- 
plied the general ^ and if my misfortunes 

voxxOcv 
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touch you, afford mc a (helter under your 
roof. Thefe words were (carcely uttered, 
when he felt the villager embracing his 
knees : he raifed the honelt countryman^ 
and went with him into an humble cot. 

Fall down, my children, faid the villager 
to his fon and two daughters, fall down at 
the feet of this illuftrious hero : it was he 
prote(5led us from the ravage of the Huns ; 
but for him our little habitation had been 
reduced to arties ; but for him, my chil- 
dren, your father would have been but- 
chered before your eyea, your little babes 
would have been torn from you, and hur- 
ried into captivity ; but for him, you never 
would "have raifed your heads again j you 
arc indebted to him for life, and all that can 
be dearer than life. Venerate him the more 
for his prefent condition, refpedl his mif^ 
fortunes, and weep over your unhappy 
country. 

Belifarius, diflblving inwardly with ten- 
dernefs at the grateful fentiments of this 
little family, and overpowered by their blef- 
fings on his head, could only anfwer them 
with the dumb eloquence of his embraces. 
Condefcend, illuftrious hero, faid the two 
women, to receive to your arms thefe two 
little innocents, who have found in you a 
(econd father. We fhall never ceafe to 
awaken in , their memories a due fenfe ot 
the honour they will now receive \)^ feXwv- 

C 3 vcv^ 
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ing their gre^t deliverer, and being ca- 
relFed in his embrace. Each mother pre- 
fented her own child, and placed him on 
the general's knees. The little infants 
fmiled with young aftonifliment, and raif. 
ing their arms feemed to offer up their 
thanks. And can you now, faid Belifarius, 
think me an objedt of compaffion ? Does 
there at this moment breathe a man more., 
fmcerely happy than myfelf ? But tell me, 
how has it happened that you had any 
knowledge of me ? A young nobleman, 
replied the villager, pailcd through thia 
place ycfterday, and enquired if we had 
not feen a blind old man go by j you an- 
fwer the defcription he gave us. We af- 
fured him we had feen no fuch perfon ; he 
then charged us to keep a good look-out, 
and let you know, that a friend expeds you 
at the place where you are going. He faid 
you were in want of every thing, and re- 
quefted us to pay you every attention in our 
power : he even promifed to requite us for 
it. Alas ! we told him that we were all 
varioufly employed ; fome in the labours of 
the field, others in domeftic cares, and had 
but Uttle leifure to gape after travellers as 
they pafs by. Then quit your employ- 
ments, faid the young lord, and omit every 
thing rather than the afts of benevolence 
the good old man is entitled to : he is your 
protetlor^ your deliverer •, \x. \^ ^^Wtjvxvvx^ 
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Tvhora I recommend to your diligence ; and 
then he opened to us the whole ftory of your 
fufferings. At the found of a name fo belo- 
ved and honoured^ imagine to yourfclf the 
agitation of our hearts. My fon watched all 
Bight long for his general, for he had the ho* 
Bour to fight under your banners, when you 
expelled the invaders of Thrace; and my 
daughters at the dawn of day were at the 
threfhold of the door, and there continued 
ftraining their eyes with eager expeftation. 
At length we have found you ; command as 
you pleafe, every thing we have is yours : 
the nobleman who dcfifcs to fee you has 
more in his power to give ; but give what 
he may, he will not do it with a better 
heart than we offer our little all. 

While thus the father difccurfcd, the fon, 
in a fixed attitude before the hero, viewed 
him with a penHve air ,his hands clafped in 
each other; confternation, pity, and refped^, 
riling by turns, and diffufing themfelves 
over his countenance. 

My good friend, fays Belifarius to the 
old villager, I thank you for thefe marks of 
your goodnefs. I have wherewithal to fup. 
port me on ray way to my lafl: retreat: but 
pray inform me, is your happinefs equal to 
your benevolence? Your fon, you fay, car- 
ried arms under my conduft. I feel my- 
felf intererted about him; is he prudent, 
cBrefu}, Bad iadadrious ? Does Vvt igivo^^ ^ 

C 4 ^ji^ 
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good hufband and a good father? — He is, 
replied the old man, all my joy and com- 
fort ; he quitted the army upon the death 
of his elder brother ; but he quitted it 
feamed with honourable fears ; he relieves 
me from labour, the prop of my old age ! 
He has for his wife the daughter of my 
friend, and Heaven has fmiled upon their 
union. He is of a fanguine lively temper ; 
ihe is of a mild and amiable difpofition. 
My daughter, who ftands there, is alfo hap- 
pily fettled, I gave her in marriage to a 
young man of good morals, and they live 
in mutual afFcftion : every thing goes on ta 
my heart's content, and they have raifcd 
grand- children to me, in whom I fancy I 
am renewing my youth. In the hopes that 
they will cherifti my. memory, and blefs me 
when 1 am gone, I draw towards my grave 
with, lefs regret. — Alas! my good firiend, 
faid Belifarius, you excite my envy ; I had 
two fons, my beft, my darling hope ! I faw 
them both expire at my fide; -an only 
daughter is all that is left me in my age, 
and (he, alas ! has too much feniibility for 
my condition and her own. But thanks be 
to Heaven, my two boys died fighting for 
their country ! — At thefc words, the young 
man, who had been earneftly liltening to all 
that pafled, felt his heart touched to the 
very quick. 

The 
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The iupper, confiding of plain country 
fare, was fcrved up ; but Belifarius, by his 
lively rcprefentations of the happinefs that 
dwells with obfcurity, gave it the value of 
the tno& fumptuous repafl. Calm and re- 
tired tranquility, fays he, is the happiefl 
ftatc of man ; and yet, fo little are the fo- 
lid bleflings of life underflood, it is a flate 
which is never envied ! 

The young man of the houfe continued 
filcnt during the whole time of fupper, with 
his eyes fixed on Belifarius; he was loft ia 
contemplatioa. his inward workings grew 
flroDger as he gazed -, his countenance 
every moment fettled into a deeper gloom, 
looked more intenfe with rcfledion, and 
fiercer with the various meanings that fuc« 
ceeded each other. Here is my fon, faid 
the good old landlord, recalling to his ima- 
gination all your battles : he perufes you 
with an ardent eye. — He finds it difficult, 
replied Belifarius, to recollc<5l his general. — 
The enemies of my general, faid the young 
man, have defaced him enough to make ic 
difficult to know him ; but he is too near 
the hearts of his foldiers to be ever unknown 
to them. . 

When Belifarius took leave of this wor- 
thy family, I fhould be glad fays this young 
man, if my general will permit me to at- 
tend him a little part of his way. Bein^ 
together oa the road^ I could wVfti^ tivA W 

C 5 ^^ivKV 
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again, that you would order your guide to 
walk on before uS; for I have fomcthing 
for your private car. The condition, fir, 
to which they have reduced you, fills me 
with indignation. They have left you a 
terrible example of ingratitude, and the 
bafeft perfidy ; it makes me even* look with 
horror on my country ;' and as I formerly 
dared boldly in her fcrvice, fo I now blurfi 
for every drop'of blood I fpilt in her caufe. 
The place of my nativity is grown detec- 
table to me, and I look with pity on the 
children whom I have brought into this bad 
world — Hold! hold, young man! fays 
Belifarius ; where is the country in which 
honeft men do not fall the vicftims of ma- 
lignity ^nd fraud ? — But this, returned the 
young foldier, this is without a precedent. 
There is a peculiarity in your fate that ex- 
ceeds all imagination. Who was the au- 
thor of it ? I have a wife and children ; 
them I will recommend to their grandfather 
and the Supreme Being, and nothing (hall 
retard me from fetting out direftly to tear 
out the villain's heart, who barbaroufly — 
Alas ! thou generous youth, faid Belifarius, 
clafping him in his arms, this excefs of pity 
kindles to enthufiafm. Can I confcnt that 
a brave young man (hall be the perpetrator 
of an infidious deed? that a foldier fhall 
become an a(ra(fin ? that a virtuous Ton, a 
Jeader im/band, and au aSt(\\.otk^u(ather^ 
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(hall be the flave of guilt and infamy ! It 
were • to make me deferve all that malice 
has infliiSled on me. Reflect a little ; you 
have relinquilhed the juft defence of your 
country to folace your aged father, and rear 
up your tender infants ; and will you now 
for a fnperannuated wretch like me, with 
an extravagant zeal, dcfert that very father 
and your helplefs babes? Tell me, fliould 
you drench your bands in the blood of my 
enemies, will that.recal my youthful vi- 
gour ? Will it rellore my loft organsj to me? 
When you have made yourfelf criminal^ 
(hall I be the lefs miferable? — No, replied 
the young man, but the bloody cataftrophe 
of a . villain' will ilrike every guilty mind 
with horror; to make him ^ terrible ex* 
ample to the world, I will feize the mon« 
fter at the foot of the throne or even of the 
altar, and glutting my poniard in his hearty 
will thunder in his ear, " Me^faritfsftrikes the 
blowy — And by what right, fays Belifarius 
in a decifive tone, do you meaq to execute 
my revenge ? Have I transferred a right to 
you, which I do not poflefs myfclf? or do 
you mean to aflume that right in defiance 
of every law? — Let law be truly admini- 
Aered, faid the young man, and the fub- 
jeft will depend upon the juftice of his 
country ; but fince it i$ perverted, fince it 
gives no prote^ion to innocence and vir- 
tu^^ but coQDivcs at vice^ aud a^^vci c^VW 
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fion with the guilty, it is time to abjure ci- 
vil focicty, and refort to the primitive laws 
of natural jufticc. — My worthy good friend, 
replied Belifarius, that is the reafoning of 
ruffians, of every lawlefs banditti ! To fee 
the laws warped to evil purpofes is indeed 
grievous to a juft and honed mind ; but the 
cafe would be f till more grievous, if they 
were to fufFcr open violation. Enfeebled laws 
«re moft certainly an evil, but a tranfitory 
evil ; their total overthrow would be a lad- 
ing calamity. You would ftrike guilt with 
terror, and yet you are going to encourage 
it by your example. My calamities, thou 
worthy youth, have infpired you with noble 
fentiments; would you debafe thofe fenti- 
ments by an atrocious deed ? Shall the ten- 
der fenfations of the heart be turned to hor- 
ror? I conjure you, in the name of that vir- 
tue which you love, diflionourit not by fatal 
raflinefs. Let it never be (aid that virtue 
has guided the hand of an affaffin. 

If .their cruelty, faid the young foldier, 
had fpent its rage on me, I could perhaps 
arm myfelf with fortitude to tjjwr the worft ; 
but when a man renowned, when Belifa- 
rius — No, I will never forgive it. But I 
forgive it, replied Belifarius ; nothing but 
my intereft in this bufinefs can provoke 
your fury; and it I renounce my own re- 
fentments, will you go farther than I am 
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illing to do ? Let me tell you, that if I 
ere iodioed to expiate my wrongs by the 
iood of my enemies, whole nations are rea- 
y to arm diemfelves in my caufe ; but I am 
rfigaed to my fate; imitate my example. 
How me to be a judge of what is right and 
onourable; and if you find within your 
reaft a fpirit to encounter death, rcferve 
hat fpirit for the glorious occafion of ferving 
our country and your prince. 

The ardor of the young ibldier fubdded 
t thefe words into wonder and admiratio.Q. 
i^orgive me, general, Taid he, forgive the 
'ehemence which I now blufh to own ; 
he outrage of your fortune drove me to 
xcefs; while you condemn my zeal, ex- 
nfe it alfo. — I do more, faid oelifarius, I 
ifteem it; it is the emotion, the tranfport 
»f a generous mind, but let me now dire(5t 
t. Your fimily will have need of you, 
ive for them; and let your children im- 
bibe from you an averdon to the enemies 
>f Belifarius. — Name them, faid the young 
bldier with impatience, and I promife you 
ny children (hall grow up firom the cradle 
n mortal hatred of them. — My enemies, 
■cplied Belifarius, are the Scythians, the 
Hfuns, the Bulgarians, the Sclavonians, 
:he Perfians, and all the tnemies of my 
t>untry. — Thou miracle of virtue ! iaid the 
roung villager, proftrating himfelf at the 
cct of the hero. JJeiifarius embraced YAtti, 
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and taking his leave. There are, faid he, in 
this mixed ftate inevitable evils ; all that a 
juft man can do is not to defcrvc the por* 
tion that may be his lot. If, hereafter, 
the abufe of power, the perverfion of 
laws, and the profperity of bad men, (hould 
move your indignation, think of Belifarius. 
Farewei ! 



C H A P. V. 

THE philofophic foul of Belifarius was 
now upon the point of encountering 
a trial ftill more fevcre than any he had yet 
met with : but it will in this place be pro* 
per to relate what happened when the hero 
was firft feized, and hurried away to prifoiu 
On the night when he was loaded with 
fetters, and like a ftate<rimina( thrown 
into jail, amazement, grief and confter- 
nation filled his palace. The. alarm which 
feized his wife Antonina, and Eudoxa 
his only daughter, gave a pi^ure of defpair 
aad agony in their moil: flriking colours. 
At length Ai^TONiNA recovering from her 
fright, and calling to mind the favours which 
the empiefs had lavifticd on her, began 
to flatter herfelf that her apprehe^nfions were 
groundlefs; (he condemned, with felf-rc- 
proach, the weaknefs (he had betrayed. 
Admitted to an iaumacN ^wd dearaefs with 
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Theodora, the, companion and (barer of 
all her focial pleafurcs, (he depended upon 
fupport from that quarter, or at lea ft (he 
bdieved that Theodora was her friend. 
la this perfuaCon (he attended the levee of 
the cmprefs, and falling on her knees in the 
face of the whole court ; Madam , faid (he*, 
if to have defended and faved the empire 
on various occa(ions has been the diltin- 
gui(bed lot of Belisarius, that the guilt 
now ifnputed to him may be examined in 
open day light, and that his accufers may 
confront him at the tribunal of the empe- 
ror, is now the recompence he a(ks for 
all his generous labours: a free trial, and 
the opportunity of confounding his ene- 
mies, IS the only favour he can with honour 
accept. Theodora made her a fign to 
rife, and with a look of frigid "indifference 
anfwercd; IfBelifarius is innocent, he has no- 
thing to fear ; if the charge be true, he is no 
flraoger to the clemency of his mafter, and 
he knows the foft acce(res to his heart. You 
may withdraw, madam, in full confidence 
that I regard you ; 1 (hall not eaiily forget 
that I have diftingui(hed you by my fa- 
vours. This cold reception, and the abrupt 
manner of the conclufion, quite over- 
powered Aktonina; (he retired pale and 
trembling, and of all the beholders not one 
dared to life an eye towards her. Baksa- 
MBs^ whom (he met, \yould have lo^ifftAVv^ 
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by unnoticed, if flie had not addreffed her- 
felf to him: Barsames was the miniller of 
thetreafury, and the favourite of Theodo- 
ra. She entreated him to inform her what 
was the crime laid to the charge of Belifarius. 
I inform you, madam! fays Barfames; lam 
totally in the dark ; a ftranger to this affair ; 
I have nothing in my power; I know no- 
thing, nor do I interfere in any thing but 
the duty of my department : if every body 
followed the fame rule, the peace of the 
world would be lefs difturbed. 

Ah ! fays Antonina, the plot, I fee, is 
deeply laid, and Belifarius is undone. A 
little further on (he met a man who owed 
his all to her, and who, on the preceding 
day, was entirely devoted to her fervice. 
She made an attempt to expodulate and 
canvafs the* affair with him; but without 
deigning to hear her, I know your misfor- 
tunes, laid he, and I am forejy mortified; 
but I muft beg your pardon, 1 have a bufi- 
ncfs to follicit, and there is not a moment 
to be loft : I muft leave you, madam, but 
be affured, that nobody is more zealouily 
attached to you. Antonina went in queft 
of her daughter, and in an hour^s time iTie 
received direfHons to depart the city. The 
old caftle already mentioned was affigned the 
place of her exile. 

The very fight of this caftle, folitary and 
in ruin, £JJed the heart^of Aatoavua with con- 
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fternation ; here (he confidered herfelf as 
buried, and a fit of ilJnefs feized her foon 
after her arrival The tender Eudoxa, dif- 
tracted by the idea of a father impeached, 
loaded with irons, and given up a prey to 
his enemies j diftraftcd further at the fight 
of a mother ready to break her heart with 
anguifti 5 underwent the fevereft agonica 
of mind. All her days, her beft, her youth* 
ful days, were confumed in offices of ten- 
dernefs to her afflicfted mother ; each night 
ihe was bathed in tears, and in that (ufpence 
of pain when weary nature finks down to 
reft, her flumbers were ever troubled with 
the moft horrid dreams. The image of her 
father plunged into a dungeon's gloom, and 
bending under the weight of galling chains, 
was ever prefent to her ; and her apprehen- 
fions for .her mother encreafed the terrors of 
the vifionary fcene. 

Antonina had been.converfant in courts, 
and the- thorough knowledge (he had of 
them, for ever painted to her fancy the rage 
of perfecution let loofe again ft her hufband. 
What a triumph, faid (he, for thofe malig- 
nant (pirits, who for a feries of years have 
thought themfelves deprefled by the virtues 
of a great and virtuous man ! how will they 
now exult in his downfal ! I fee before me 
the ghaftly fmile of malice, and myfte- 
rious air of calumny, that afFefts to con- 
ceal what it knows, and would a^i^t^ii vtw« 
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der of the man whom it is ready to ftab. 
Deteftcd flatterers ! ye fawning fycophants ! 
I fee ye all, and I hear your cruel infults iit 
our misfortunes. Oh, my daughter ! in 
your diftrefe you may at leaft enjoy the con- 
folation that you have nothing to reproach 
yourfelf ; as to me, 1 have more reafbn to 
blufti for my former felicities than my prc- 
fent calamities. The fage advice, and aW 
the prudent Icflbns your father ufed to give 
me were little heeded by me 5 they were too 
importunate : in vain he counfelled me to 
ftmn the baits of pleafure and of courts, fa 
think that my trueft dignity confifted in 
fimplicity of manners, that thefincereft.hap- 
pinefs was to be found in domeftic enjoy- 
ment, and that it would be the triumph of 
my fex to bid adieu to vanities that would 
vani(h like a dream, or end in (hame. His 
remonftrances appeared to me to he the 
overflowings of fpleen, and I complained 
of his fallen humour to his very enemies. 
What giddy inattention was mine! and now 
what a fad reverfe! The burftings of the ilorm 
awakened me to refleftion, and I never faw 
the ab'yfs till I was tumbling into it. If you 
knew, my child, the cold averted air, with 
which the emprefs difmiffedme! even (he 
to' whom my foul was enflaved ! whofe every 
whim was the rule of my aftions, the in- 
c)} nation of my heart \ Oh I that court, 
which on the eve of out nvv^fotXMt^t,?. tav\^^ 
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nth a general complacence on me ! the falfe, 
inndious train ! not one of them, when they 
law me leaving it like an outcafl, with eyes 
Icjedted and fwoln with tears, npt one of 
hem would acknowledge me ! In courts^ 
ny child, misfortune has the qualities of a 
plague, and makes you fhunned by all« 

Such were the reflexions of this iirifortu-. 
nate woman, *whofe eyes were now opened 
to the fallacies of courts, though the affec- 
tions of her heart were not yet alienated 
from them. She defpifed her former vani-» 
ties, and yet loved them ftill. 

An entire year palfed away without any 
tidingji of BeliCarius ; a confpiracy had been 
detedbed, the hero was charged with being 
the author of it, and the voice of his enc*- 
mies, which was called the public voice, 
pronounced him guilty of the trcafon. The 
principal cbnfpirators had fufTered death in 
determined filence, without the fmalleft in-i 
timation of their leader ; upon this was 
founded prefumptive proof againft Belifa- 
rius, and for want of pofitive evidence, he 
was left to languifh in a dungeon, in hopes 
that his death would fupcrfede the necellity 
of clear convi(5tion. In the mean time, the 
old difbanded foldiery, who now were min- 
gled with the people, clamoured for the en- 
largement of their general, and were ready 
to vouch for his innocence: a popular in« 
furre<^}on followed, univerfally meuacxtv^^^o 
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force the prifon doors, unlefs he was imme- 
diately fet at liberty, This tumult enraged 
the emperor. Theodora peceiving it, ma- p 
naged artfully to feize the moment of ill- \ 
humour and paflion, knowing that then ^ 
only he was capable of injuftice. Well, faid . 
flie, let him be given up to the populace 
after he is rendered unable to command 
them. The horrible advice pre^?ailed : it was : 
the decifive judgment againft BSlifarius. 

When the people faw him come forth 
without an eye in his head, a general burft 
of rage and lamentation filled the city. Be- 
lifarius appeafed the tumult. My friends 
and countrymen, faid he, your emperor has 
been impofed upon ; every man is liable to 
error ; it is our bufinefs to regret Juftinian's 
error and to ferve him ftill ; my innocence 
is now the only good they have left me •, let 
me poffefs it ftill. The revolt which you ' 
threaten cannot reftore what I have loft, but 
it may deprive me of the only confolation 
that remains in my breaft. The fwelling 
fpirits of the populace fubfided at thefc 
words into a perfecft calm ; they offered him 
all they were worth : Belifarius thanked 
them : All I will a(k, fays he, is one of your 
boys, to guide my fteps to the afylum where 
my family expedt me. 

The adventure with the Bulgarians car- 
ried Belifarius out of his way, while Tibe- 
riuspreffbd forward to ihe i^xxc^atol >Jc^^ ^^- 
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iJed family. The rattling of a carriage in 
the court-yard of the caftle gave a fudden c- 
motion of hope and joy to Antonina and 
her dattghter iLudoxa : the latter ran forth 
in the Arongeft agitations of mind, but alasl 
inllead of her father, difappointed to feb^ a 
youtbfiil llranger, fhe returned difcofifQlate 
to her mother, and jwith a iigh pronodoced 
It is not he! 

Anfelmo, a faithful old fcrvantof the fa- 
mily, appearing in the court-yard, Pray, ho- 
neft friend, faid Tiberius, is not this the 
retreat of Belifarius? His wife and daugh- 
ter expedt him here, faid the faithful An- 
felmo, but theii: hopes have hitherto proved 
abortive; -would to Heaven I could fuffcr 
for him, fo he .were at liberty !-— He is at 
liberty, replied Tiberius ; he is on his jour- 
ney hither; you will fee him foou; he ought 
to have been arrived before now. — Ohi 
walk in, walk in, and communicate the 
liews to his family; I will (hew you the 
way. Madam, exclaimed Anfelmo, run- 
ning eagerly towards Antonina, I have news 
for you, madam ; rejoice and be of good 
heart, my mailer lives ; he is free, they have 
Teftored him to you ; a generous young 
man brings the happy tidings : he thought 
to have found him here. At thdfe words, 
Antonina fummoned up all her fpirits: 
Where is the generous ftranger, the virtuous 
youths who interefls bimfelf ia out ^^\c- 
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tions? Shew him in; let me fee him ; Aato- 
nina uttered thefe words with a quick vehe- 
mence of joy — Our miferies are ended now, 
exclaimed Eudoxa throwing herfelf upoo 
her mother's bed, and foldmg her in her 
arms; my father lives, he is at liberty, and 
we (hall fee him once more ; let us, my 
deareft mother, forget our woes. Heaven 
has not deferted us ; we all fiiall meet 
again* 

And do you then recal me back to life, 
faid Antontna to Tiberius ! has my huf- 
band triumphed over his enemies at laft? 
Tiberius, inwardly afHifted that he had on- 
ly a mockery of joy to offer *them, cahnly 
anfwered, that Belifatiuswas indeed :aUve; 
•that he had feen him, hadconverfed with 
him, and that, imagining he had before now 
reached his home, he came to tender him 
the little offices of friendfhip and good 
neighbourhood. 

Eudoxa, whofe eyes were riveted to Ti- 
berius, plainly faw the fymptoms of infek 
grief through the ftruggles of the youth to 
lupprcfs them. You bring with you, faid 
(he, the words of joy ^nd comfort to the af- 
fli<5ted, and yet, araidft the gladfome ti- 
dings, I mark an air of dejetStion that fpeaks 
fome concealed affltftion! Does our mifcry 
deprefs you then? -'Give me back nq^ fa- 
ther; let him return, and bring health with 
bim to my unhajjpy moihst^ then you (hall 
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tt whether riches arc neceflary to make us 
iappy. 

In tender and pathetic icenes like thefe, 
:he force df nature is (b infinuating, that 
Eudoxa hadub need of other charms than 
lie fentiments flie uttered to melt and en- 
gage the heart of Tiberius. To the grace 
5F her perfon he was inattentive ; he only 
law an affectionate and virtuous daughter, 
^hom a becoming firmnefs of mitid, pious 
'efignation, and duty to a father rendered 
uperior to calamity. Imagine not, &id he, 
that the fentiments of humanity ,which I 
lave ventured to exprefe, have any tin<flurc 
Df pride or infulting pity. Whatever be the 
x>nditidn to which Belifarius and his family 
are reduced, their misfortunes will ever be 
IHuftrious, and the objeft of envy Itill. 
Why do you talk of misfortune, replied the 
mother ? if they have reftored my hufband 
to . his liberty, they are convinced of his in- 
nocence ; he muft therefore be^ItabUfhed 
in his former pofleifions. 
. Madam, faid Tiber'ms, it would be to 
keep you in a cruel fufpence, /merely to 
wound you deeper at laft, if I were to che- 
rifti any foothing hopes in refped to his 
condition. To his popularity alone he is 
indebted for his freedom ; the court has 
yielded to the dread of an infurreftion : 
but in complying with the demands of the 
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people they have fent him forth as wretched 
as they could make hira. 

No matter fays Eu^oxa, with her amia- 
ble fenfibility of hearty if they do but 
leave us a little land -to cultivate, we (hall 
not be lefs happy than the honeft country- 
folks whom I fee abroad in the fields.— 
Gracious Heaven ! exclaimed Tiberius, the 
daughter of Belifarius humbled to this low ^ 
fituation ! — This low fituation ! replied 
Etidoxa ; it was not unworthy of the heroes 
of Rome, when Rome was free and virtu- 
ous. Belifarius will not blu(h to be ano- 
ther Regulus ; my mother and I have 
learned in exile domeftic cares and the arts 
of oeconomy : my honoured father (hall 
wear a coat fpun by his daughter's hand. 

Tears guftied down the cheek of Tibe- 
rius, as he marked the pure heart-felt joy 
that warmed and animated the whole frame 
of the lovely Eudoxa. Alas! faid he with- 
in himfeif what a piteous ftroke will prc- 
fently awaken her from this illufion ! With 
eyes bent downward to the ground, he 
flood before her, immoveable in forrow and 
filcnce. 
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CHAP. VI. 

¥5 Eli SARI us was now entering the court- 
13 yard of the caftle. Honcft Anfehno 
WW him : advancing nearer he recx)Ile(5led his 
maftcr, and tranfported with joy prefled ea* 
gerly forward to ihcw him in. But fooa 
perceiving that he was blind, Oh Heaven, 
laid Anfelmo, Oh^ my matter ! have I lived 
to this? Thcfe words, broken and inter- 
mixed with frequent fobbings, gave Belifa- 
rius to underttand that it was his old faith- 
ful fervant Anfelmo. The poor fellow pro- 
ilrated himfclf at the hero's feet, and em* 
braced his knees. Belifarius raifed him 
from the ground ; and having afluaged his 
grief by exhortations, bid him lead the way 
to his wife and daughter. 

At the light Eludox^ gave a ijbream and 
fwooned away. Antonina who was ill of a 
flow cooTimiing fever, was feizxd with the 
;noft frantic violence : with all the force of 
fudden fury (he ftartcd from her tx^d^ and 
breaking from the hold of Tiberius and 
the woman that nurfed her, made ap effort 
to dafh herfelf againfl: the floor, Eudoxa 
returning to her fcnks^ ^^nd aiUimated by the 
(hricks of her mother, flew to her afliftaace, 
and catching her in her arms, implored her 
to forbear out of compaflioa to her da>]L^* 

D xa 
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tcr. Oh, let me, let mc die, replied the di- 
flra(5\ed mother ; if I muft live, I will live 
to revenge his wrongs, and to tear piece- 
meal the hearts of his bai barons enemies. 
The monfters of iniquity? is that his re- 
compence ? But for hira they would all long 
ago have been buried in the ruins of their 
palaces : he has prolonged their tyranny, that 
is his crime ! for that he fufFers; for that he 
has naade atonement to the people. Barba- 
rity -unheard of! detcfted treachery ! the pil- 
lar of the ftate ! their deliverer ! Execrable 
court ! afet of blood hounds met in coun- 
cil. Juft heaven^ are thefe your ways ? Be- 
hold innocence is oppreflfed, and you look 
tamely onf Behold ! the faftors of deftruc- 
tion triumph in their guik! 

Araidft this agony of grief, (he fcattered 
her hair about the room in fragments, and 
with her own hands defaced her features : 
now with open arms 4he riiftied upon her 
lord, and clafping him to her heart, poured 
forth her tears, as rf Ae would drown him 
with her (brrows; dien abruptly turning to 
her daughter, Die, thou wretch ! (he faid, 
efcape from a bad world; here is <nought 
but mifery for virtue, and triumph for Vice 
i^od infamy. 

To this violence a mortal languor fiic- 
ceedcd. The ftorm of paflions gave a*fit of 
xQomcotaiy ifirengtb^ the more d&<5tually to 

-^cftcoy, 
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ftroy. Iq a few hours after (he breathed her 
laft. 

And now, Tiberius, what a fcene had you 
before your eyes? A blind old man, his 
wife lying dead, a daughter in the lail ex- 
tremity of anguifh ; tears, (hrieks, and la- 
mentations all around ! This was the (itua- 
tion, the fad cataftrophe in which fortune 
exhibited a family, which for thirty years 
had flouri(hed in every fplendor and digni- 
ty of life. The words of a renowned phi- 
lolbpher here occurred to Tiberius : Behold, 
fays he, a fpe<5laclc which Heaven furveys 
lyith pleafure; a great man wreftling with 
advenity, and by his courage invincible to 
the laft i 

Belifarius did not endeavour to controul 
either his own grief or chat of his daughter ; 
he permitted a free vent to both ; but as 
foon as he had paid to nature the tribute of 
a feeling heart, he reaflumed his ftrength, 
and emerged from his afflidtions with true 
fortitude of mind, > 

Though the anguifti of Eudoxa was not 
abated, yet, left ftie (hould renew her father's 
troubles, (he endeavoured to fupprefs her 
forrows ; but ftill the old general, as he 
embraced her, found himfelf moiftened 
with her tears. You affli(5l your(elf, my 
child, you afflift yourfelf on account of ac* 
cidents which, inftead of depreflSng us, 
ought to invigorate our fouls, and raife 
vs above mis fortune and dtfgc^cft> X<W5X 
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mother, after having atoned for the errors 
of her former life, is fafe in et-ernal peace. 
She now looks down with pity upon us, 
and commiCerates the lot that detains tis 
in this bad world. That cold inanima- 
ted corpfe which lies there devoid of 
iBOtion, is an emblem of the tranquili- 
ty her foul enjoys. Thus, then you behold 
how vain and tranfitory are all the calami- 
ties of life ; a breath of wind comes, aad all 
is \*ani(hed. The empire and the fpleador 
pf its couEt have faded away from the €yes 
of your mother ; and now in the bofom of 
Her God, (he beholds tliis world as a little 
fpeck in the imraenfity of fpace. Thefe are 
refledlions founded on wjfdom ; thefe are 
reflections that adminifter to the virtuous 
mind all its confolation-, and its beft fup- 
.port in the hour of adverfity. — Ohi give 
me that fupport, affift my feeble fex, encom- 

fafled thus with wretchednefs and mifery. 
could have borne up lagainft any misfor- 
tune that could befal me j but to behold a 
mother broken-hearted, a tender parent 
whom my heart adored, expiring within my 
arms! and thus to fee yoa too, thou beft of 
fathers, in this deplorable condition, to 
rwhich your enemies have reduced you ! — 
Alas! ray daughter, replied Belifarius, in 
defpoiling me of my eyes, they did no more 
than the mfirmitics of age or death would 
ihortly have done 5 and as to what refp^ds 
^y foituac, you littk kat>N \Jaft ufe c^^ ^^\i. 



BELISARIUS. 53 

ence, if you do not know how to difregard 
it. Oh ! witnefs for me, heaven, faid Eu- 
doxa, it is not the lofs of fortune that can 
give me a moment's pain. Then let nothing 
diftrefs your fpirit, replied the venerable fa- 
ther; and wltn his hand he wiped the fall- 
ing tear from her cheekr 

Belifarius being informed that a young 
ftranger defired to (peak with him, gave 
him admittance, and aflced the intention of 
his vifit. It is not now a time, anfwcred 
Tiberius, to offer confolation to you : thou 
illuftrious unfortunate, I refpecfl your for- 
rows> I take a ftiare in your affli<5tions, and 
it is my earneft prayer to Heaven that I may 
hereafter be enabled to afliiage them ; till 
then ail I can do is to mix my tears with 
yours. 

It was now time to perform the funeral 
obfequies : Belifarius, fupportcd and guided 
by his daughter, attended the reinains of his 
wife to their laft depofitory. His grief up- 
on the occafion was that of a philofopher ; 
it was deep, but filent ; inwardly felt, but 
outwardly compofed : his face was clouded 
with melancholy, but a grave and fentimen- 
tal melancholy. With a mien ercdl, and ^ 
fteady countenance, he did not fo much feein 
to brave his fortune, as to refign himfelf to 
its ftrpke, with a dignity of forrow. 

Tiberius aflifted at the raouttvfwV c^\^- 
mcny; be beheld the fond te^ttt o^ ^'^- 
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POX A, and he returned deeply affe<flcd by 
the laft duties which (he paid to the memo- 
ry of her mother. 

Belifarius addrefled himfclf to him in 
thefe words : I perceive, generous youth, 
that it is to your humanity I am indebted 
for recommendations on my road hither ; 
inftru(5l me who you are, and to what mo- 
tive I am to attribute your good offices. 
My name is Tiberius, replied the youth, I 
carried arms under Narfes in Italy, and I 
have fince ferved in the wars of Colchis. 
1 was one of the hunting-party to whom you 
applied for (belter, and whofe indifcretion 
you fo properly checked ; I ha ve ever fince 
feverely cenfured myfelf for not making 
my apology, and requefting a farther favour 
of you. T am placed in a ftate of affluence: 
that may be a misfortune; but if you witl 
concur with me, good may be deduced from 
evil. Near this place I have a country- 
feat, and it is the neight of my ambition to 
confecrate it to the life of an exiled hero. 
It will be prcfuming upon a flender. title to * 
tell you of the refpedt and veneration I en- 
tertain for your character ; he who loves his 
frountry rauft by a natural confequencc feel 
the di/gracc of Belifarius, and wifti to foften 
his calamities^ but perhaps I can urge a 
claim that will touch you nearer, and in 
fome degree follicit for me. You will not 
wholly defpife the ambvuou ol ^ ^jqmxns^ 
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mao^who pants to be admitted to the intima* 
cy of an iIlutlriou& hero, that in his converfe 
he may drink, as it were, at the fountain- 
head of wifdom, of honour and of virtue. 

You pay a. compliment to my old age, 
replied Beliferiusj but, however, the inte- 
reft you feera to take in my misfortunes be- 
fpeaks a well-turned fpirity and an elegance 
of mind. At prefent you mnft cxcufe me; 
retirement andfclf-converfc arc what I mull 
now have recourfe to r the agitation of my 
fpirits muft be compofed by illent medita- 
tion. Hereafter I (h^llfofar accept your 
propofal, as to wifh to live in good neigh- 
bourhood with you, and to maintain a friend • 
ly intercourfe. I have a regard for youth ; 
in that happy feafon of life, the foul, as yet 
unhackneyed in the ways of men, is fufcep- 
tible of every fine impreflion ; the fublime 
and the beautiful of virtue Inflame it with 
a laudable enthufiafm v and worldly paflions 
have not yet entangled it in their fnares. 
Your vifits will ever %t acceptable ; call ' 
upon me often ; I fhall be glad to converfe 
with you. 

. If I am worthy of that honourahjfc com- 
merce, replied Tiberius, why may I not 
poflefs you wholly? My anceftors will ap- 
plaud the ufe I make of the patrimony they 
tranfmitted to me, when it is rendered &• 
cred by the retreat of Belifarius. Honour, 
reipedl, and reverence, will then bt ^o\i\^^ 
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and my whole houftiold train will Icapn to 
emulate my example in treating you with 
every mark of veneration. 

I read, young man, the characters of vir- 1 
tue in all your words, returned Belifarius ; 
but let us do nothing rafhly. Give me to 
underftand, for it is now ten years fince I 
have been fequeftered from the world, what • 
is your father's ftation ? and what are his 
defigns in regard to your future fcttleraent 
in life? — Wc are defccnded, replied Tibe- 
rius, from one of thofe families which Con- 
st a ntine tranfplanted from Rome, and ho- 
noured with his higheft favours. In the 
reign of the emperor Justin my father ac- 
quired no fmall fliare of military glory. He 
was efteemcd and cherilhed by his fovereign. 
In the fucceeding reign undue preferences 
were given to others ; at lead he thought fo, 
and he retired in difcontent. Of that dif- 
content he has fince repented, and now for 
hisfonhe forms fchemes of ambition, which 
he neglefted for himfelf. — You have open- 
ed enough tome, faid Belifarius, and Iwill 
not be an obflacle to your advancement. 
You have convinced mc that the difpofi- 
tions of your heart arc good: the pleafure 
arifing from a generous way of thinking 
feems at once to be your motive and your 
recompence : and indeed that , pleafure is . 
the fweeteft the mind can feel. But I fore- 
fcc a danger of which ^ovx ^t^ Tvot ^ware : 
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by vifiting me, you will involve yourfelf in 
the ruin of a man profcribed. For let me 
tell you, my worthy young friend, that a 
court, whether right or wrong in its mea- 
fures, never properjy reviews its own deeds ; 
it never reforms its condudl. Does it pu- 
nifli a real criminal ? He will foon be for- 
gotten. But has it injured the man of 
blamelefs integrity ? He will be perfecuted 
with unrelenting hatred ; for the very men- 
tion of his name is a fatire on the times, and 
his exiftence is to the confcicnce of his ene- 
mies an unceafing remembrancer of guilt. 

I take upon me all the rifle, fays Tibe- 
rius ; 1 will be refponfible for my condudl. 
The emperor may have erred, but he is ever 
open to convidlion. 

U you mean that he will be open ro con- 
viction in regard to me, fays Belifarius, you 
mud not lofe a thought that way. The 
meafure of my woes is full ; the mifchief is 
done ; and may the emperor, for the peace 
of his future days, forget it all. 

Since you have gone fo far, replied Ti* 
berius, let me infill upon a farther ad of 
generofity, to crown the whole. Preferve 
Jutlinian from the eternal reproach of let- 
ting you laqguifh away the remainder of 
your days in mifery. The humiliating con- 
dition in which I find you. is (hocking to 
humanity, a di(honour to the crown, the 
horror of every honed mind, and th^vx^-* 
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ter difcouragement of all virtue like your 
own. 

The virtue, replied Belifarius, that will 
be difcouraged by my misfortunes, is not 
like my own. But to deal frankly, I think 
it poflible, as you feem to do, that my 
wretched condition may awaken the min- 
gled paffions of pity and indignation. A 
poor blind old man can give no umbrage, 
and may excite compaflion. For that rea- 
fon, I am determined to live in obfcurity. 
If I made myfclf known to your friends, it 
was in an unguarded moment, when I was 
provoked by the intemperance of the com- 
pany beyond the bounds of patience. It 
fhall be the laft indifcretion of my life, and 
this afylum (hall be my grave, Farewel! 
The emperor may perhaps be ignorant that 
the Bulgarians have entered Thrace; be fure 
to inform him of it. ' 

Tiberius withdrew not a little difconcert- 
ed at the event* of his negotiation. The 
fum of all that pafTed he reported to Jufti- 
nian. A body of troops was immediately 
put in motion ; and in a few days the 
public tranquility was confirmed by the 
expulfion of the Bulgarians. Now then, 
faid the emperor to Tiberius, we are at lei- 
fure to vifit the unfortunate general. I will ' 
pafs myfelf for your father, and be upon 
your guard that nothing fall from you to 
undcctivc him. Juftinian had a lodge 
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about half way to the afylum of BehTarius. 
Thither he betook himfelf, detached from 
his train of courtiers, and the next day pro- 
ceeded on his vifit to the unfortunate hero. 

CHAP. VII. 

AND is this the hero's refidence? Is 
this the habitation of him, who fo 
often brought me vidlory and triumph! 
Thefe were the words of Juflinian, as he 
pafTed under an old portico mouldering in- 
to ruin. As foon as they entered, Belifa- 
rius rofe to receive them. At the fight of 
the venerable man, the emperor felt a pang 
of remorfe and (hame for the condition to 
which he had reduced him. An exclama- 
tion of grief broke from him, and leaning 
on Tiberius, he covered his eyes with his 
hands, as if unworthy to behold the light 
which the hero faw no more. What meaa 
thofe tones of grief, fays Belifarius ? — I have 
brought my father to fee you, replied Ti- 
berius, and he is fenfibly touched by your 
misfortunes.— 'Where is he? faid the gene- 
ral, flretching forth his hands. Let him 
come to my embrace ; for he has a virtu- 
ous fbn. Juftinian was obliged to comply 
with the requeft, and as foon as he felt the 
old man preffing to his bofom, his emotions 

were 
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were (b ftrong and tender, that he wa^ un-- 
able to fupprefs his teats and groans. Re- 
ftrain this violence of pity, faid BeltfarKis; 
perhaps 1 am not altogether fo wretched as 
you imagine. Let us difcourfe a little ^bout 
what concerns yourfelf, and this young man, 
who will be a comfort to you in your old 
age. Ves, replied the emperor,, in Ihort 
and interrupted accents, yes — if you will 
condefcend — to let him attend your ledlnres 
upon human life. — Alas! what can I offer, 
faid Belifarius, that a wife and good father 
has not already anticfpated ?^-You may in- 
ftrufl him, fai'd the emperor, in what I per- 
haps know little of, the ways of courts, 
where he muft pafs his days. For a long 
time I have had fo little commerce with 
men, that the world is as new to me as it is 
to him. But you, who have feeri things in 
all their various afpefts, may render him 
jneftimable fervice ; and therefore I entreat 
you to unbofom youifelf to him. — If he 
wants to give (lability to fbrtune, faid Beli- 
farius, lam unfit to read a leflbn on that 
liead, as you perceive. Would he learn to 
be an honeft man at the hazard of all that is 
dear to him } There I can be of fome ufe. 
He is born vrith bright advantages, and that 
is a primary requifite.-r-Very true> fatd Ju(^ ' 
tinian, he is defcended from a race of noble 
anceftors. — -.That was not my meaning;' 
Jbat however, that is an advanta^e^ if. not 
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perverted to a wrong ufe. Have you ever, 
young man, continued Belifarius, refleded 
upon the true idea of nobility ? It is a let- 
ter of credit given you by your country up- 
on the fecurity of your anceftors, in the con- 
fidence, that, at a proper period of* life, you 
will acquit yourfelf with honour to thofe 
who ftand engaged for you. — But that cre- 
dit, fays the emperor, is often ra(hly given. 
— No matter, refumed Belifarius ; it is not- 
withftanding an inftitution of ufeful policy. 
I imagine to myfelf, when a child of noble 
defcent comes into the world, naked, weak, 
indigent, and helplefs, like the offspring of 
a common peafant, I then imagine to my- 
felf his country greeting him in this manner: 
*" Welcome, my child! Welcome to my 
" arms ! you will hereafter be devoted to 
" my lervice, intrepid, gallant, generous, 
** and heroic as your famed forefathers. 
** They have tranfmitted to you their own 
*• brilliant example ; I confer upon you 
** their titles and their honours, ftrone rea- 
** fons, both to roufe you to an emulation 
" of their virtues." This is the folemn 
fcene I figure to myfelf: can you fuggeft 
any thing to your fancy more awful and 
fublime ? — But this is rather carrying it too 
far, faid Juftinian.^-Not a jot, replied Be- 
lifarius ; in the education of young minds, 
we muft propofe nobly to them. Let me 
add, there is frugality in dealing out pom^* 
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and honours with a liberal hand. Fof fup- 
pofe, upon a fair eftimate, that thcfe incen- 
tives produce only two or three great nien 
in a century : and what then i The ftate 
has nothing to complain of v nay it has am- 
ple compenfation. You, young man, muft 
be one of thofe who are to make this com- 
penfation to your country. Here addrefling 
nimfelf to the emperor. You have allowed 
me, fays he, to fpeak {"h the ftile of a father 
to him ? — Doit, 1 conjute you, replied Jaf- 
tinian — Well then, my fon, you muft be- 
gin with a perfuafion that nobility is a flame, 
v/hich blazes intenfely as long as it can 
communicate itfelf, but dies away as foon as 
it wants the proper materials to keep it 
alive and to fupport it. Be, mindful there- 
fore young man, of your birth, for it im- 
pofes duties on you ; be mindful of your 
anceftors, for the example they have left 
you calls for your utmoft ardor : remem- 
ber, that the glory from them devolved up- 
on you, is not an inheritance, upon which 
you are lazily to fubfift ; and above all 
things, eradicate from your heart that fu- 
percilous pride, which looks big with the 
confcioufnefs of a family name, and beholds 
with the timorous eye of fcorn and jealoufy 
every preference obtained by honeft merit. 
Ambition has in its nature a fpurious fort of 
nobility ; and therefore, by a kind of conge- 
nial influence, readily infinuates itfelf into 
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the minds ofpcrfons well defccndec|; but 
^hispalTion, when carried tocxcefs, istingecf 
with meannefs, like any other motive of the 
heart. It fwells with its own importance, 
becaufe it afFeifls an air faperior to all the 
duties of an honeft man. Would you mark 
its operations, and know its character di* 
llinflly ? Obfcrve the bird of prey, how it 
hovers ovet the field in a morning, and 
amidft a thoufand animals marks out its de- 
ftined prey : even in the fame manner am- 
bition wakens to its early fchemes, and plans 
the future deftruflion of fome fplendid vir- 
tue. Alas ! my friend, an attachment to 
felf, which is indeed ^ natural propenfity of 
the heart, becomes enormous in a public 
charaftcr, whenever it fixes into a ruling 
paflion, I have known men in my time, 
who would not befitate to ri(k the fafety of 
an whole army, or the well-being of the 
ftatc, in order to gratify the felfifti views of 
inordinate ambition. Stung with envy at 
the fuccefs of others whom ^thcy have not 
merit to emulate, they are for ever alarmed 
with the apprehenfion of lofing the honour 
of fome brilliant aftion : land were they jnot 
reftraincd by fear, they would make every 
cntcrprizc mifcarry, in which they have not 
the command, even the public good is 
a calamity to them, unlcfs afcribed to their 
own abilities. This fet of men, whether in 
the cabinet or the field, i% the moft per- 
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nicious race. The man of true honour feels 
within himfelf rhc beft intimations of his 
duty, and he looks for no external motive. 
His God and his confcience are the witnefles 
of his aftions, and to them onfy he makes 
his appeal. A generous opennefs of heart, 
a calm deliberate courage, and a prompt 
zeal for the public fervice, are at once the 
conilitucnts of true greatnefs and the beft 
evidences of it. Pride, vanity, and envy, are 
the marks of a little and a narrow ipirit. 
It is not enough that you make no'preten- 
fion to the praife. which you have not me- 
rited : you murt even pofTefs the noble 
felf-denial, that can renounce the fame you 
have fairly eanned. It muft ever be remem- 
bered, that the fovereign is liable to error, 
for he is no more than man : and the mind 
ought to be fore-armed with the conGdera- 
tion, that your country, and the age you 
live in, may form wrong judgments of you, 
nay that thofe judgments may not be re- 
verfed by the equity of after-times. In 
that cafe, you muft confult your own heart, 
and in the manly felf-conference enquire, 
" Were I reduced to the low condition of 
** Belifa'rius, \yould my innocence fupport 
" me ? Would the confcioufnefs of having 
" difcharged my duty make even affliction 
" fmile? If you feel within yourfelf any 
indecifioa refpcfting this matter, live your 

days, 
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days in obfcurity • you have not the mate- 
rials of a pablic charadler. 

Alas! faid Juftinian, with a deep figh, 
what you cxadt is above the powers of man ; 
and you are yourfclf a terrible example.— 
My example ifiay at firft appear terrible, re- 
plied Belifarius ; but upon a clofer view that 
impreffion will wear away. Let us fuppofe, 
for inftance, that the chance of war, a fit of 
illnefs, or a decay of nature, had deprived 
me of my fight; it would then have been 
among the common accidents of life, with 
nothing remarkable or pathetic annexed to 
it. And are not the vices of human nature 
among the incidents of life > Are they not 




fignify by 

The wrath of a fovereign, the arrow of an 
enemy, or a grain of fand, they can all di(- 
patch us, and no matter which *. When 
we enter upon the ftage of life, we mud be 
prepared for the changes of the fcene. You, 
fir, who have fent forth your fon to a courfe 
of military toil in the fervice of his coun- 
try; have you no prcfentiment, no forecaft 
to fuggeft to you the variety of perils he 
has to cope with? Add to that account, 

the* 

* Democriium pedicuH ; Socratem aUud tediculorum 
genus t hlpedes ittterimerunt, Quttrfum hoc f* Ingrejfus es 
vitam: ^av:gjfii - tfcffus^CJl difcedc. M. Kxv\.OX\\W3&. 
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the machinations of envy, the fnares of 
treachery, the malice ofvdilCmulation, and 
the clandeftinc ftabs of caiurany ; and if 
your fon lives to my age without being 
ruined by them, you will allow that he had 

f)ecuHar good fortune. Every thing in this 
ife has its counter-balance. You fee mc^ 
now fuperannuated^ blkid, and indigent; 
the tenant of an old caftle in ruins : but* 
look back to a fpace of thirty years, adorn- 
ed with happinefs, and bright with victory 
and triumphs: review that period, and you 
will wifli your fon the lot of Belifarius. 
Come, my worthy neighbour; we muft 
fummon up a little refolution ; you fed the 
folicitude of a father - but your fon, I ftill 
flatter myfelf, does me the honour to envy 
m% even now. — Moft afluredly I do, ex- 
claimed Tiberius. — But he feels a virtuous 
envy, faid the emperor, interrupting him ; 
and the objeft of it is not the feriesofyour 
viiftories, but that un(haken courage which 
ftands at bay with fortune to the Taft.— - 
Courage is indifpenfibie, replied Belifarius ^ 
but not merely that courage whichxan look 
death in the face : that is the bravery of 
every common foldier. The courage of a 
general is an elevation of mind fuperior to 
all human contingencies. Who, think you, 
in my eflimation, is the man of true cou- 
rage ? He, who, at the urmoft hazard, nay 
Bt the cxpenceof hisgjot'j^ concixiues ob- 
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llinate in the difcharge of his duty. Such 
was Fabius^that Roman worthy, wife, tern* 
pcratc, and firm ; who could hear the 
cenlares of mankind for his delay, yet 
hold the even tenor of bis conduit free 
from the irrefolution of the vain, inconfift- 
cnt Pompey, who chofe to hazard the fate 
of Rome and the univerfe, rather than groan 
under the intolerable pleafantry of a joke. 
I will juft mention a pafTage in my own life. 
In one of my firft campaigns againll the Per- 
.{lans, the ra(h advice of certain turbulent 
fpirits in my (;amp prevailed upon me to 
giye battle, much againll my own inclination. 
I loft the day. For that mifconducft I (hall 
ever ftand felf-condemned. . %Who lets the 
caprice of opinion be the rules of his actions, 
will waver in uncertainty, without preci- 
fion or dependence on himfelf. Let me a(k, 
What would be the confequence, if before 
we decide with ourfelves to be juft and up- 
right, we (hould rcfolve tt) wait for a dif- 
t>anionate age .of the world, and an infal- 
ible prince? We muft end therefore iir 
this conclufion ; Keep right onward with 
firmnefs and intrepidity. Perhaps, when 
you reach the goal. Ingratitude and Calum- 
ny will be there untired ; but Glqry will al- 
fo be there; and if not, Virtue may dif-* 
penfe with it : (lie will never fail you. Even 
m the vileft ftate of mifery and opprefllon, 
flje m)! be a faithful follower •, ^iwi^ Oa\ 
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my good friend, if you but knew bow much 
a fingle fmile of Virtue outweighs all the 
fickle carefles of Fortune! — ^ 

Your every word penetrates my foul faid 
Juftinian, in a tender tone of voice, and 
much embarrafled. How ineftrmably hap- 
py is my fon to imbibe thefe fentiments at 
this period of life! it is in this fchool that 
fovereigns ought to ftudy ! — Let us fay no- 
thing of fovereigns replied Belifarius ; they 

arc more to be pitied than we are. Yes, 

faid JulHnian, fituated as they are, with not 
a friend, at lead without any of ability and 
courage enough to guide their fteps, their 
cafe is lamentable indeed. My fon is deftin- 
ed by his birth to live in courts : it may 
one day be his lot, in the councils of his 
prince, or perhaps- in a more intimate con- 
nexion, to avail himfelf of thefe your lec- 
tures for the benefit of mankind. Do not 
difdain to open and enlarge his underftand- 
ing i proceed to fill his young conceptions 
with fublime ideas of the true art of go- 
verning; inftrudl him, as you think the 
friend of a fovereign ought to be. Jufti- 
nian is now near his grave ; but his more 
happy fucceflbr may have the pupil of Be- 
Jifarius for his friend. — Alas ! faid the hero, 
would it were in my power once more, be- 
fore I die, to be of fervice to my country f 
But the obfervations my experience has 
njade will be thovvghi t\"ic itve:\^^ cS '^ nv- 
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inary old man. And indeed in theory 
(lems are eafily fettled; difficulties rife 
d difappear. The projedior is mafter of 
^ combinations, and he arranges tliem at 
s eafe. He adapts every thing with fa- 
ity to all emergencies and the wiflies of 
atikind : he fancies himfelf free frorh the 
fluence of paffion, an unerring philofo- 
lei:, exempt from frailties, always en- 
ghtened^ moderate and wife^ A fweet il- 
.fion this, and not likely to laft long, but 
lat the theorill foon extricates himfelf out 
' embirraflTnients, and has the reins of go- 
srnment in his own hand. — But this illil- 
on has its ufe, faid the young man; for 
ven the chimerical idea of the befl poffible 
(ftem may be the model of a good, though 
Tiperfe(5l inftitution. — I wifh it may, re- 
Hed Belifarius ; but I am not fanguine 
nough to hope it. The very worlt ar- 
angementsof*^ civil policy, and the mod 
lefedlive forms of government, have their 
dmir^rs and their zfealots. — I will venture 
o promife on my parr, faid Juftinian, that 
our fpeculations will not be thrown aWay, 
f you will deign to communicate them to 
ny foh — ^^With all my heart, replied the 
lero ; you deferve that I (hould be open and 
ngenuous with you. One condition I have 
:o exa(5l, and that is, entire fecrecy during 
;he prefcnt reign, in regard to our con^ 
idential talk. — And why that caution ? faid 
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Juftinian. Becaufc I am not willing, re- 
plied Belifarius, to grieve an aged empe- L 
ror's breaft, and cloud the funfet of his 
days with a profpe<5l of evils which he has 
not power to difpcL Such was the firll in- 
terview betwen them. 

On bis way back. What an indelible dif- 
grace. faid Juftinian, not to have known ! 
and diftinguiftied fuch a man ! It is thus, 
my bcft Tiberius, it is in this manner -wc 
are deceived, and rendered tyrants againft 
the inclination of our hearts. 

The emperor was haunted all night by 
the image of Belifarius. 1 he ne^t day he 
favv him before his eyes in every apartment 
of the palace. In the evening, about the 
Cime hour, he fet out to enjoy the melan- 
choly pleafure ot a fecond meeting. 






CHAP. VIII. 

BElisarius was walking a little way on 
the road with his guide. At fight of 
iim, Juftinian alighted from his carriage, 
and familiarly began. You find us deep in 
meditation, reprelenting to ourfelves the in- 
juftice of the fentencc which wicked men ex- 
torted from an aged emperor. My Ion and 
I were engaged in a ferious train of reflec- 
tions upon the wretched fl:ate of ibvereigns, 

and 
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md the dangers that furround them. I 
x>uld not help thinking \f, a wonderful 
event in the hiftory of human affairs, that 
I whole people, confiding of free-born 
men^nd equal all by nature, fhould with 
one joint aficnt refign their rights into the 
hande of a fingle perfon, a weak individual, 
a feeble mortal like themfelves, fubjeft to 
the fame infirmities, open to impofition, li- 
able to ielftdelufion, and prone to errors, 
which in a momefit may prove deftrudlivic 

to millions ! And do you imagine, fays 

Belifarius, that in a fenate, or an affembly 
of the people there is tnore fafety, greater 
wifdom, or a ileadier adminiflration of juf^ 
tice f Was it wnder xl monarchy, that Ca- 
millus, Themiftocles, and Arillides, wer^e 
profcribed ? To multiply the members of 
government is to n^irftiply Us vices, for 
every individual mingles his own. The moil 
Ample form of government is the mofl eli- 
gible; and whether ilates were iounded 
upon conquefl or original compa(5t ; whe- 
ther mankind agreed to transfer their natu- 
ral rights to the civil smagiflrate, or were by 
fuperior force fubdued into political fociety ; 
an either cafe it was xeafonable, that the 
anoft renowned for wifdom or for valour 
ihould attradt the popular regard, and:gain 
the general fuffirage in his favour. I am 
liot therefore furprifed that the magiflratc 
or the hero fliould be felcfted fat \V\^ jjp^ 
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vernment of the v/holc ; but that a fingic 
perfon could be found willing to aocept fo 
painful a pre-eminence, is matter oi afto"- 

nifhment. This part of the argumenti 

.faid Tiberius, is not fufficiently clear to 

my apprchenfion. To form a diftin(fl 

idea, replied BeHfarius, it will help you. 
much, if you will figure to your fancy the 
firft formation of a ft ate, and place yourfeH 
alternately in the diflfcrent charatters of 
the people and the foverciga. 

Where is the xifk, the people may be fup- 
pofed to fay, what hazard do we run in 
giving fupremacy to a king ? With the 
good of the whole we blend his happinefs ; 
we make them but one thing ; the force of 
the community becomes the ftrength of the 
crown ; upon the general weal his glory is 
grafted ; and the r^al character is at once 
derived from the people and fupported by 
them. The general love of his (iil^efbs 
will be his true felf-love, and his beft intc- 
reft will be found in juftioe, moderation^ and 
beneficence. This muft have been the po- 
litical creed of mankind. — But they did not 
take into their account, faid Juftinian, the 
padions and the complication of motives 
that ^encompafs a prince. — Very true, re-' 
plied Belifarius ; they only thought of an 
infeparable union of interefts between the 
fovereign and his people : thaj there ever 
could he a feparatiotvof thofe iaterefts, and 
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that the two parts of the body-politlc fhould 
live in a (late of mutual hoftility, did not 
enter into their idea. Ufurpation appeared 
to them a kind of fuicide, that could only 
proceed from a total privation of rcafon ; 
and fhould the prince be feized with fo ex- 
travagant a phrenzy, they relied upon the 
wifdom of the legiflature to controul the 
paffions of a man grown an enemy to him- 
felf. They forefaw indeed that many might 
find their intercft in mifchief and evil deeds : 
but they perfuaded themfelves that fuch a 
confederacy in vice would be a fmall mino- 
.rity, againft which a great fuperiority of 
good and honefl men, with the prince at 
their head, would always preponderate. 
And indeed, till fatal experience opened the 
eyes of men, who could forefce that kings 
would ever fink to fuch a degree of infa- 
tuation, as to divorce themfelves from their 
people, and combine with the avowed ene- 
wies of all the rights of man? Aconduifl 
Kke this is fiich an outrage to nature and 
to reafon, that it was neccffary it fhould 
a<5ttially happen, before the poffibility of it 
could be believed. It was not in' the fim- 
plicity of antient manners to expert fo 
Shocking a revolution. 

To coflfider, on Ae other hand, the feel-' 
logs of fovereigns in chat early period of 
mankind, he, on whom the fupreme autho- 
rity devoJveci, muft be deemed t\vt ^?i\x^ 
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that had mod reafon to be alarmed. For if 
the father of a family, who has a charge of 
five or fix children to educate, and to efta- 
blifh in the world, feels an inceffant anxiety { 
that plants thorns upon bis pillow, what | 
muft be the cafe wkh thjc chief of a family 
which is counted by millions? 

He muft have reafoned with himfelf in 
this manner : The-compadt which I make 
with my people, binds me to live for their 
good only: the repofeof my life muft be 
devoted to their happinefe. I engage my. 
feif by a folemn oath to regard the good of 
the community in every legiflativc a<fl, and 
to fubmit my own will to the fpirit of the 
laws. In proportion to the power commit- 
ted to me, my natural liberty is abridged. 
The more my fubjefts confide in me, the 
ftronger are the dbligations I am under. 
For the frailties of my nature, my errors, 
and my paftions, I render myfelf account- 
able ; I give my people a kind of jurifdi6tioa 
over me ; an4, in ftiort, by confenting to 
reign, I abdicate myfelf. The private man 
is, as it were, annihilated, to make room 
for royalty to engrofs the foul. Can there 
be a more generous facrifice? an engage- 
ment of fo folemn a nature? And yet thcfe 
were the fentiments of Antoninus, and Mar- 
cus Aurelius. . / have nothing properly my 
mvny feid one of them. My Tery palace is 

not 
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not mine^ was the declaration of the other. 
The few of their (lamp thought the fame. 

In the appendages of fovereignty, vulgar 
error marks only fome external circumftan- 
ces of parade, which ferve to awaken envy, 
fuch as palaces, the fpleddor of a court, the 
homage that is paid, together with the 
pomp and magnificence which policy at- 
tached to the regal ftate, in order to give it 
fanftion and authority And yet amidft all 
this brilliancy, the fovereign is no more 
than mere man, overwhelmed with fplendid 
cares, diftrafted with anxieties, a felf-con- 
fuming votarill for the public good, and a 
vidlim to his duty, if he be zealous to per- 
form it, an objeft of fcorn if he negleft it, 
and of deteftation, (hould he betray it. Un- 
der perpetual reflraint, and fltiftuating for 
ever betwixt good and evil, he finds him-* 
felf environed with enemies to his quiet, 
with painful vigils, devouring cares, a te- 
dious apathy, that makes him weary of 
himfelf, and ends ki a diftafte to every 
thing. Behold there the portrait of a kingl 
It is true, inverrtion has exhaufted itfelf to 
make his enjoyments counterbalatice his 
cares ; but his cares are mimberiefs, and his 
plcafurcs are confined withm the fcianty cir- 
cle of his wants. The higheft luxury is not 
ingenious enough to give him one new or- 
gan of fcnfation ; and ^hile pleaCuteia feV\v 
cjt him oa every iidcj nature <j3(\te Yvart^S^^ 
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down forbids enjoymeor, and the palled 
appetite rcfufcs all. Thus every thing a- 
bout him is fuperfluity : his extendve pa- 
lace is but an inamenfe void, of which he oc- 
cupies a little comer ; under crimfon cur- 
tains and gilded cielings he feeks in vain 
that fwect jrepofe which dwells in the pea- 
fant's cottage; andathistable, the pleafure 
of the moaaixh ends, ^when appetite craves 
no more. 

I perceive, faid Tiberius, that jevery 4:hing 
cannot be enjoyed, where every thing a- 
bounds ; but is the pleaiure of chufing, no- 
thing in the account ? 

Alas ! young man ! exclaimed Belifarius^ 
my worthy young man! you are not ac- 
quainted with that incurable difeafe, fatiety. 
It is the mod fatal languor of the mind. 
Are you acquainted with the caufe of it? 
The power of enjoying with facility makes 
us liftlefs, and difgufted at everything. Ei- 
ther our defires have not lime to revive^ or 
they revive only to loath the affluence that 
invites too (bon. Art has wearied itfclf in 
ftudying delicacies to provoke and quicken 
the languid appetite; but the powers of 

J)erception ace decayed, the inlets of plea- 
iire are obftriiftedt the incentives to aaioo 
are extinguifhed in the foul, and delight it- 
ielf has lolt both its allurements and its gra- 
tifications. Woe to the man who can com- 
xasnd every tlung v^'ttVv a >N\fl\\ fet ^-^^ oa 
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the one hand, the predominant idea of a 
total privation faps all the vigour of the 
mind, by fixing a train of corroding reflec- 
tions ; fo, on the other, a confl:ant habit of en- 
joyment gives infipidity to what were other* 
wife exquidte, and thus life lofes its relifh. 

You will grant me, however, interpofed 
Tiberius, that there are refined and fenfible 
delights, in their nature proper for the gra- 
tification of a monarch, which are always 
fure to give rational enjoyment, without the 
danger of difgulling by repetition. — As for 
inllance? fays Belifarius. — l*he love of glo- 
ry, for inftance, replied the young man.— 
But what fort of glory? — Why, of all the va- 
rious claflTesof glory, renown in arms mufl 
hold the foremoft place. ^ — Very well ; that 
is your pofition : and do you thmk the plea- 
fure that fprings from conqueft has a fincere 
and lading charm in it ? Alas ! when mil- 
lions are ftretched in mangled heaps upon 
the field of battle, can the mind in that fi- 
tuation tafte of joy ? I can make allowance 
for thofe who have met danger in all its 
(hapes ; they may be permitted to congra- 
tulate themfelves, that they have efcaped 
with thur lives; but in the cafe of a king 
born with fenfibility of heart, the day that • 
fpills a deluge of human blood, and bids the 
tears of natural afTeiftion flow in rivers round 
the land, that cannot be a day of true en- 
joyment. I have more than onet Xt?LNt\fe.^ 
over a Geld of battle : I would \iVJ^ Vit^ti 

E3 ^^^ 
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glad to have feen a Nero in my place ; the 
tears of humanity muft have burft from him. 
I know there are princes who take the plea- 
fure of a campaign, as they do that of hunt- 
ing, and who fend forth their people to the 
fray, as they let flip their dogs : but the rage 
of conqued is like the unrelenting temper 
of avarice, which torments itfelf, and is to 
the laft infatiable. A province has been in- 
vaded; it has been fubdued ; it lies conti- 
guous to another not yet attempted * : de- 
fire begins to kindle ; invaiion happens af- 
ter invafion ; ambition irritates itfelf to new 
projedls, till at length comes a reverfe of 
fortune, which exceeds in the mortification 
it brings, all the pride and joy of former 
vicSlories. But to give things every flat- 
tering appearance, let us fuppofe a train of 
uninterrupted fuccefs : yet, even in that 
cafe, the conqueror puflies forward, like 
another Alexander, to the limits of the 
world, and then, like him, remeafures back 
his courfe, fatigued with triumphs, a bur- 
then to himfelf and to mankind, at a lofs 
what to do with the immenfe trades which 
he has depopulated, and melancholy with 
the reflecfUon that an acre of his conquefts 
would fuffice to maintain him, and a little 
pk-hole to hide his remains from the world. 
in my youth I faw the fepulchre of Cyrus : 

a flone 



ofi angultts tfle 



Proximio aecidat, qui nunc denormat agetium I ^q%.% 
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a (lone bore this infcription: I am Cyrus^ 
he who fubdued the Perfian empire. Friend^ 
whoever thou art, or wherever thy native 
country y envy me not the fcanty fpace that covers 
my clay-CQld ajhes"^. Alas! faid 1, turning 
afide from the mournful epitaph, is it worth 
while to be a conqueror. 

Tiberius interruptied him with aftonifh- 
ment; Can thefe be the fentiments of Beli- 
faiius? — Yes, young man, thus thinks Be- 
lifarius : he is able to decide upon this fub- 
je<5l. Of all the plagues which the pride 
of man has engendered, the rage of con- 
queft is the moft dellru<5tive. — I inuft give 
tip the point, fays Tiberius, but ftill therie 
is a prerogative of enjoyment, a gratifica- 
tion worthy of kings, afid that is the fu- 
preme delight of ferving mankind, a plea- 
fure fpringing from the happinefs of mil- 
lions. Ay! replied Belifarius, if a king 
could be fure of making a nation happy, 
his accefliOn were an objecH: of envy ; af- 
cending his throne he would rife to the 
great pre-eminence of difpenfing public 
good, and guiding the reins of government 
for the welfare of mankind. This would 
be a facrcd privilege ! that a generous mind 
(hould facrifice the repofe of life to this 
great ambition, would not be matter of a- 
ftonifliment. But addrefs yourfelf to the 
auguft old man who now reigns over you, 
and defire to be informed by h\m^ >NVvt\Vv^t 

.• ViSc Piutarch'5 Vue o£ Mexatvdet . 
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to difcharge the duties of his flation is an 
cafy talk ? — That a prince has done his ut- 
nioft, replied Juftinian, to promote the wel- 
fare of his fubjecSls, to make their burthen 
light, and to deferve the love of his people, 

a nation may fometimes be willing to be- 
lieve. 

They may believe it, faid Belifarius, and 
focpe princes, even during their lives, have 
obtained that glorious fuffrage. It has been 
the recompence of their upright govern- 
ment ; their fwectcft retribution. But with- 
out fome fingular event to give finccrity to 
public tedimonials, unlefs fome great and 
trying conjuncture happen, when 'he fen- 
timents of the people may be fuppofed to 
burft forth in the honeft efFufion of their 
hearts, what prince can flatter himfclf that 
the addrefles he receives arc not fuborned ? 
How can he pei-fuad^ himfelf that he hears 
the real fenfe of the nation ? His courtiers 
vouch for it, but who is refpoiifible for 
them? While the fong of levelry echoes 
throughthe palace, how Ihall he be aflTured 
that in the remoter parts of his dominions, 
the dome of the vice-roy is not filled with 
the complaints of injured men, and the cot- 
tage of the labourer with the groans of 
mifery? The public feftivals are nothing 
but fccnes adted before him, and the ap- 
plaufe be meets is too often preconcerted. 
He fees the vilell of movuls canonized for 
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deities ; and though the vain tyrant, whofe 
days are fpent in one continued round of 
voluptuoufnefs, may imbibe the mcenfc 
v^hich adulation offers ; yet. the iH^ of 
viitue, who made his reign a painful endea- 
vour to do all the good that depended on 
him, clofes an honourable life in anguifh, 
and defcends to the tomb of his anceftors 
without ever being fure that he had onje fin- 
cere friend. When I refledl that Jnftinian 
is in this fituation, and that he is likely to 
carry with him to his grave a perfuafion 
that Belifarius was a traitor, and never lov- 
ed him, I own myfelf forcly grieved : it is 
a ftab to my very heart. 

No! exclaimed the emperor with impe- 
tuofity, (and then recolledling himfelf fud- 
denly) No, faid he in a more deliberate 
accent, a prince is not always unhappy to 
fuch a degree, as not to know that in the 
courfe of his reign he has been truly loved. 

Be it fo, replied Belifarius; he knows 
that he is loved ; and yet even this fweet 
reflecflion is dalhed with bittcrnefs. Cer- 
tain it is, the good of his people mud be 
dear to him in proportion as he thinks 
himfelf dear to them ; and in confcquence, 
whatever good he does, or whatever evil he 
wards off from them, the accoimt appears 
to him, in the general mafs of good and evil, 
fo inadequate to his wifties, that at length 
in the evening of a long and ftoim^ \\k^ Vv^ 

E5 fetv 



Sz BELISARIUS. 

fcrioufly puts the queftion, PF'hat good have 
I done P Struggling with advcrfities, and 
yet unable toTubdue them, what mull be 
his |Aret, ^en he fits down confcious of 
his teeble efforts, and fees himfelf a flave to 
the emergencies of the day, obliged to go- 
vern by expedients only? Marcus Aurelius 
is the prince upon record who beft deferved 
to fee the world happy under his admini- 
llration *, and yet what a reign was his ? A 
fceae of wild commotion, in which all the 
accumulated ills of life feemed to crowd 
themfeves together §. One would have 
thought it an infurre(5tion of all nature, a 
general confpiracy to baffle every effort of 
wifdom and of virtue. It is a melancholy 
talk, that he who raifed a temple to Benefi- 
cence^ was doomed to fee the blackeft period 
of diftrefs and mifery. But not to go fo far 
back for examples, was ever a reign more 
diftinguifhed for acflivity, for vigour, and 
apparent fuccefs, than this of Juftinian ? A 
feries of war and vicflory in three quarters 
of the world for thirty years together ; the 
lofles of a century repaired in one reign ; 
" the people of the North aad of the Weft 

cxter- 

* Ifte vtrtutum mn'tum, cxleflifque ingenii extiiity se- 
rumnifqug pwiicis quaji Defenfor ohje^ifs efi. Aurel. 

§ Ut prope nihil, quo fummis angoribus alteri mor tales 
y^/dnf, did feu cogitari qucat, quod won, Uh ifn^crante,fie* 
^ mr/A AurcL Vid. 
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exterminated beyond the Danube and the 
Alps ; tranquility ellablifhcd through all the 
povinces of Afia ; kings overthrown, and 
led in triumph ; the dcfolation of a plague, 
the wafte of iavafions^ and the ruin of earth- 
quakes effaced aimoil from the memory of 
man by the reftoring hand of unwearied 
virtue ; places of defence and temples with- 
out number, the former built from the 
ground, and the latter decorated with every 
iplendid ornament! Thefe were the works 
of Juftinian's reign ; imperial works ! how 
glorious ! how magnificent ! and yet what 
a failing off! Behold him now in the de- 
cline of old age ; what has he done? That 
vi(5lorious arm was never able to fix the 
empire upon a duriable foundation; at this 
very inftant it totters to i^s rum 5 that is at 
laft: the clofe of all his labours, the fruit of 
fo many triumphs. Let this, Tiberius, be 
a leflbn to you, let it inftruift you to view 
with pity the fplendid mifcry of kings, to 
rejudge their anions with lenity, and in 
particular to conceive no difaffedion to a 
venerable fovereign on account of the ilia 
which he has let fall, or the good which he 
has omitted to do. 

You alarm me, faid Tiberius, with thefe 
reflexions; my firft advice to any friend of 
mine upon a throne (liall be to abdicate it. 
— To abdicate it ! replied Belifarius ; that 
you will not do; courage will u^vtt b^xJcv^ 
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advifcr of dcfcrtion. Were you ever in- 
duced by peril and fatigue to abandon the 
fword ? There is no difference in this view 
of things, between a fword and fceptei . It 
is incumbent upon every man to crowd in- 
to his life all the duties he can. Endeavour 
not to conceal from your friend, that he 
mufl inevitably be a viftim to thofe about 
him ; but make him fenfible at the fame 
time, that there is a pleafure as well as a 
pain in being thus facrificed ; and that, ia 
order to infure his true recompence, he muft 
inflame his imagination with the enthufiafm 
of public virtue, and mud: thence deduce 
the fweet reward of all his generous labours*. 
— And where is this reward to be met with, 
interpofcd Tiberius.^ — It confifts, returned 
Belifarius, in our own inward confcioufneis ; 
it is purely fentimental, and fprings out of 
the refle(5tion that we find within our 
breads, the a(5tive principles of humanity, 
fecial affedtion, generous fympathy, thofe 
amiable qualities which conftitute the digni- 
ty of our nature, and merit the approbation 
of earth and Heaven. Can you imagine that 
a king has fuch contrafted views, as to rife 
in a morning to balance the account of 
what he may merit in the courfe of the day ? 
His language to himfelf, I take it^ muft be. 

Awake ! 

• Homo qui bene fecit y ne plaufum quarat : fed ad allui 
negotium tranfeat quemadmodum ^itis, ut rurjum [uq tcrU" 
/are uvam froducai* Maic. Auioivm. lib* t^* 
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Awake! arife! and with you let juftice 
and benevolence open their eyes on the 
world. Divert yourfelf of little felfilh 
paffions, of your fchemesof private gratifi- 
cation, and refign even the repofe of your 
life. You do not live for yourfelf alone ; 
the foul of a whole people ftirs within you ; 
your will is the will of millions, and properly 
promulgated receives the fan(5tion of a law. 
Let the law then be the rule of your go- 
vernment, and remember that on the liap- 
pinefs of numbers your own intereft is 
;rafted*. You are moved, Tiberius ! your 
land trembles in mine 1 let me bid you reft 
aflured, that the very tears of virtue have 
inexpreffible delight. Virtue, it is true, 
cannot afcertain a conftant good, unmixed 
with evil ; but is there fuch a thing in hu- 
man life ? And if there is, for whom is it 
referved f For the inadtive, the wicked, 
and unworthy ? The mifqhief which a pa- 
triot prince cannot remove, draws tears 
from his humanity, but they are not the 
bitter tears of envy, remorfe, and turpitude. 
They are the pleafing forrows of a Titus, 
who weeps that he has loft a day ; They are 
pure as the fource from which they fpring. 

You 

• Mane, cumgravatlm afomno furgh, in promptu tibi 
fitcogitare te ad humamm opus faciendum ^urgere, Non 
pintis quammuka pojfis prdtflarey de quibus nulla eft rx- 
cufatio nature ad ea non apta\ ft tamen adhuc^ ^ru^tni 
^/)f/f/fufj^umfJFxuj harcsl Marcus Antomu. lib. ^% 
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You may therefore aver to your friend, and 
pray aver it with energy, as if feme god 
were breathing through you, that armed 
with virtue he will never know the pang of 
envying the fortunes of the vile and wick- 
ed. But this conftancy of mind, this true 
fupport of virtue, is not the fpontaneous 
growth of the human bread ; the fpirit of 
a young prince mull be attempered to it ; 
and how he is to be initiated, we will make 
the fubjedt of to-morrow's interview. 

He moulds me to his will, faid Tiberius 
to Juftinian ; his power over my foul is ir- 
refillib-e ; he (inks, inflames, and elevates at 
his own difcretion. — He tears my Very 
heart, replied the emperor ; then fetched a 
deepfigh, and remained a confiderable time 
in penfive filence. To difpel the gloom his 
court tried all its gaieties, but every endea- 
vour wa& fruitlefs importunity. On the 
morrow, having fignified his indHnation to 
take a folitary walk, he flruck into a neigh- 
bouring wood •, Tiberius was there in wait- 
ing, and together they went to their ap- 
pointment. The young man did not fail to, 
revive the topic which had been promifed, 
and BeUfarixis proceeded in the following 
manner. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

IT has been made a queftion, Whether 
it be poflible to love virtue for its own 
fake only? So generous a principle, it 
tnufl be acknowledged, is the fublime in- 
ftioift of certain chofen fpirits. I call it an 
inilincft: for whenever it is the work of re- 
fleflion, it degenerates into intereft : nor 
can this propofition be underrtood to dero- 
gate from human nature. I will (hew you, 
that virtue, like friendfhip, refines itfelf by 
degrees from the drofs of intereft, and takes 
a more exalted nature: the operations of 
one will illuftrate the other. 

It is to views of convenience, of pleafure, 
and utility, that friendfhip owes its origin. 
The efFedl in the procefs is detached from 
the caufe : the motives fubfide, and thefen- 
timent produced keeps poflTeflion of the 
heart: a fecret charm munuates itfelf, and 
by the force of habit mingles with our very 
love of exiftence. In this ftate of the mind, 
uneafy fenfations may take place inftead of 
promifed joys ; but ft ill, the heart which 
has tafted of friendfliip, will, rather than re- 
nounce it, forego all the foothing comforts 
it expc£led to enjoy. Friend ftiip is a fym- 
pathy which commences in gaiety and ex- 
ultation^ and gathers ftrcngth in xh^ViOwt 
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of afflidlion. The fame may be affirmed of 
virtue*. To engage our affe<5lions, it mud 
firft attrad by an appearance of the agree- 
able or the ufeful : for before we are ena- 
moured of her, we love ourfelves: and till 
we know the real fweets of virtue, we look 
for gratifications very different from what 
(he affords. When Regulus, in the fpring 
of life, beheld her for the firfl time, (he 
ftruck him with the pomp of triumph and 
the fplendor of glory. Whether he aban- 
doned her afterwards, when (he had nothing 
to give but fetters, the torture, and the fu- 
neral pile, need not be mentioned. 

You muft therefore begin by (bunding 
the temper of the prince, and difcovcring 
the, objedls that chiefly Ilrike his fancy. 
To be free, powerful, rich, obeyed by his 
fubjeds, efleemed through life, and happy 
in the profpedt of future fame, will perhaps 
be the prevailing defires. Inform him there- 
fore, that from virtue alone he. can obtain 
what he pants for, and you will not mif- 
lead him. 

There is a fecret in the art of governing, 
too often concealed from the pride of kings, 
in which every well-difpofed prince ought 

to 

• Si quid in vita humana invenis potius juftitia, ve- 
ritale, temperantia, firtitudine, ad ejus amptexum totis 
Mfiimi^ vhrihus CQntendas,fuadc9. 

Marc. Antonin. lib. iii. 
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to be early inftru(5ted, and that is contained 
in this fober truth : there is no abfolutc 
power except' that of the laws, and he who 
aims at defpotifm cnflaves himfelf. For 
what is law but the will of the whole com- 
munity *, expreffcd by one man, in the 
fame manner as his power is the whole force 
of the ftate collected in himfelf? But when 
the will of one is eredled in oppofition to 
the whole, the force of the body politic 
will then be fet againft the prince, who re- 
fbrts to the pradlice of dividing, weaken- 
ing, and fubverting the ftrength of the 
kingdom ; or, perhaps, at length he is in open 
arms againft it. Inftead of being the fa- 
ther of his people, he is now their tyrant : 
he governs by intrigue, and ftrives by little 
arts of policy to delude, furprife, alarm 
and terrify his fubjedls into a tame fubmif- 
fion ; or elfe he rcforts to his agents of de- 
ftrucf^ion, who fell the blood or their coun- 
trymen, and march fword in hand through 
the realm, covering all with defolation, till 
murder has taken ofFevery honeft man who 
dared to refift the yoke and vindicate the 
rights of nature. Hence the rage of civil 
commotions, in which a brother fays to a 
brother. Die, or yield to the tyrant, who 
has paid me for cutting your throat. Proud 
of an ufurpation maintained by force of 

armsy 
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arms, or founded on fuperftition, the ty- 
rant congratulates himfelf : but let his heart 
tremble within him, if he ever ceafe to pam- 
per the pride, or controul the licentiouf- 
nefs of his detefted party. While they fervc 
him, they chain him to themfelves by his 
fears ; and for the obedience they pay their 
captive king, they demand in return im- 
punity for their crimes. Being thus grown 
the oppreflor of one part of his fubjeds, 
he is a flave to the other ; as mean and ab- 
je(5t to the bad, as fierce and domineering 
to the good. Conftrained to manage with 
his accomplices, he is obliged to ftudy how 
to gratify them, that the padions which lifted 
on his fide may not revolt from him; for 
he knows their fierce and dangerous quali- 
ty, fince they have already marked their 
way with ruin, and broke afunder all the 
ties of nature and humanity. The tyger, 
trained to tlie chace, and educated k^jj man 
to the (kill of devouring, will fly at his 
mafter, if fhare of the prey be with-held 
from him. The tyrant's compadt with his 
fadorsof mifchief is precifely the fame. 

The fupreme power, therefore, as it ap- 
proaches to tyranny, becomes feeble in pro- 
portion, and depends for fupport upon the 
men who have leagned themfelves againft 
the conftitution. It mull be ever attentive 
to the tools of a party, left they (hould 
m^c a defeftiou to tUe Interefts of their 
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country. Every mark of compliance, re- 
fpefl, and the mod fervile adulation, muft 
be paid to them, to the utter fubverfion of 
juftice, and the negledlE of all found policy. 
The prince muft defcend to the meaneft de- 
ferences, the moft flagrant partiality, the 
humbleft diflimulation, and even fo low as 
to wear the fmiles of content with refent- 
ment at his heart. 

The prince that would govern according 

to the true fpirit of civil policy, muft make 

the laws the fole rule of his condudl! for his 

authority is inferior to the laws, founded 

Upon the will and the whole force of the 

community. He will, in that cafe, know 

no enemies but the bafe and wicked, the 

common enemies of fociety. Whoever 

interefts himfelf in the fupport of order and 

the public tranquility, is an aflertor of the 

(bvereign authority which proteds him. 

Every citizen, in the declared foe of his 

prince, beholds his own perfonal enemy. 

Farty-divifion is baniflied from the ftate, 

an^ the fovereign, in league with his people, 

is rendered rich and powerful by the wealth 

and power of his people. Under no ne- 

ceffity to intrigue with parties, he reigns in 

freedom, perhaps in juftice, with his crown 

firm and unfhaken on his head. His ad- 

miniftration, fixed upon the bafis of law 

and public fecurity at home, becomes re- 

fpe(5lable to foreign powers j and as he is 

nev« 
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never inftigated by caprice and pride to 
wage a war of ambition^ his armies, nnain-^ 
tained and regulated under proper difci- 
pline, are ready to take the field with vi- 
gour and with fpirit, when the public caufc 
demands the exertion of the fl^ate againft 
the author of civil difcord, or the foreign 
ufurper. Oh ! "my friend ! let jufticc be 
the bafis of the fupreme authority, and the 
love of a grateful people will not fail to be 
its mod invigorating principle, and its bed 
fupport. The flave will fight but relu(5tant- 
ly for his prifon and his chains ; but the ci- 
tizen, who is fecure in his civil rights, who 
loves his prince, and is reciprocally belo- 
ved, will hazard himfelf in the defence 
of the authority to which he is indebted 
for his own proteftion. Amidft the hard- 
fhips of the campaign, and the perils of 
battle, he feels himfelf inflamed with the 
idea that he is ftruggling for his fires and 
his altars, for all that can be dear to him. 

Ah! thefe leflons, faid Tiberius, fink 
deep into my heart : they are delivered 
with words that burn ; they kindle a flame 
in the foul. When Ihall I be able to infpjirc 
the breaft of kings with fentiments like 
thefe ! 

It is now clear, replied Belifarius, that the 
true fplendor and authority of (bvereigns 
are founded on juftice; that virtue and be- 
neficence ftrengthen the foundation y and • 
lb "^^ 
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that the mod abfolute prince is he who 
reigns in the hearts of his people. — From 
iwhat you have faid^ interpofed Tiberius, it 
is now plain that true policy and reafon arc 
convertible terms ; and that the art of go- 
verning confjfts in following the fuggeftions 
of wifdom and of virtue.— You are perfcd- 
ly right, replied Belifarius; nothing can 
be more fimple, more eafy in the pra<flice, 
and fure of its efFe<5t.. The emperor JuP- 
tin, originally an honeft peafant of lllyiia, 
who came to a throne from the plough, 
found the way to endear his adminiftration 
to mankind. Was it owing to his fkill in 
politics? Far from it : it was owing to the 
re(5titude of his mind, and the amiabie dit 
pofitions of his heart. Were it my lot to go- 
vern, I ftiould endeavour to copy that great 
example. Far be from tbe bread of a 
prince that fly, flow policy, that looks with 
an oblique eye upon every thing. It looks 
about indeed with a kind of indirect pru- 
dence, and recoils in time from rocks and 
precipkes ; but it is difquietude at beft. 
How unlike theferenity enjoyed by him 
who lofes all thoughts of felf in the love of 
millions, and is therefore lefs e?^pofed than 
the moft wary, circumfpedt, and fufpicious 
tyrant! but the misfortune is, the prince 
is too often alarmed by artful and defigning 
wen : he is taught to confider his people 
as an enemy to be dreaded ^ and that dread, 
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as foon as imprefled, lends reality to the 
ideal danger ; for it gives birth to miftruft, 
and miftruft is the mother of hatred and d 
malice. 

You have obferved that a prince, a mail 
almoft folitary and without connections, has 
his cares and wants contrafted into very 
fcanty limits; that at hisea(ehe£X)nunandsaU 
the real good in life; that he is narrowly cir- 
cumfcribed; and allT^eyond a fmall circle is 
vanity, iUufion, and deceit. While nature pre- 
fcribes to him to be moderate in his defires, 
all things about him irritate his paflions, and 
ftimulate intemperance. Alasl were it his 
aim to live in harmony with his people, he 
would have no party but his fubjeds^ na 
intereft but that of the ftatc. How diffe- 
rently are things circumftanced atprefent? 
All confidence is extinguifhcd ; the neceffitjf 
of being ever guarded againft a turbulent 
and feditious populace is inculcated; and 
a ftanding army is maintained to terrify 
thofe who (hould be cherifhed by their fo 
vereign. By thefe means the prince lives 
at variance with his fubjedls; his party U 
formed, and ambition with a train of inor- 
dinate defires ftalks at the head of it. This 
hydra of fadtion is ever infatiable, and yet 
unconftitutional means muft be tried to fa- 
tisfy its rapacity. Here then is the firft 
fpringof that monfirous diftindion, whicli 
t we have known \a l\ie erc\pYc^^ VitXNN^'^xv the 
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provinces of the people and the province* 
of the empejfor, between the intereftsof the 
fubjedt and thofe^of the prince. The idea 
of property fliould never enter the thoughts 
of the fovereign When once liis imagi* 
nation is ftruck with it, it follows that the 
fccurity of his crown and his life fecms to 
depend upon that jprppcrty, and by a»natu- 
ral progrefs avarice takes poffeflion of him. 
He thinks himfelf enriched by ;the impo- 
verifhment of his .people ; and whateva: 
rapacity has feized, is fet down as clear 
gain. In proportion as the fubjed is plun- 
dered, he appears to the jealous prince re- 
duced to a deeper fubjedtion. Hence 
fchemes of rapine on the one hand, difcon- 
tent and repining murmurs on the other; 
and hence the dark (eeds of civil war, which, 
like a fmothercd. flame, lie brooding in the 
very heart of theftate, and at length break 
out in fudden eruptions all over the land. 
Of his private coffers the fovereign now 
thinks he has the full advantage ; he con- 
gratulates himfelf on the prudence wliich 
fettled his meafure-s fo long before-hand j 
but, (hort-fighted man ! he little perceives 
that, by being juft, he would have been 
above fudi litde timid precautions ; and that 
all the mean, and of courfe cruel, paffions, 
which lift for hire in his xaufe^ would be 
vile and ufelefs, if virtue were the fpring 
of his aftions. This, my friend Tv\i^\\\\^^ 



gS B E L I S A R I U S: 

this is the do<flrine which the future fovc- 
reign ought to hear from you. Let him 
once be perfuaded that the ftate and the 
fovereign are but one thing : let him un* 
derfund that this political union confti- 
tutes his true ftrength, the bads of his 
dignity, Ms honour, and his peace; and 
ideas of property will then be reje£ied as 
fordid and unworthy *. His folid advan- 
tage wall be placed in the good he procures 
for his people ; and thus his paffions wiU 
transform themfelves to the virtues of a 
patriot king, juft and equitable for his own 
intereft, moderate upon principles of am- 
bition, and benevolent through very felfifli- 
nefs. It is by coniidering things in this 
way, ray worthy friends, that truth appears 
the parent of virtue. But Truth, I grant 
you, appears at iirft with an auk ward mien 
at court. He who gains her firft audience 
from a king^ muft have been endowed with 
no fmall degree of courage. When flatte- 
ry has taught the pernicious maidms, that 
princes reign for themfelves alone 4 that 
royal independence confifts in the gratifi- 
cations of defirci and that even caprice is 
a ftate-law ; the faithful and honeft coun- 
fellor who undertakes to xefute this notable 

fyftcm 

• The emperor Trajan was nfcd to compare tlic 
treafure of a prince to a fwclled and diftetnpcred 
/plecn, which cnfetUcft ai^dcQt&vnv^xViA tcft of the 
bod/* 
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yftcm, will not be gracioufly received : but 
?t him be once heard, and he will gain 
he royal ear: one truth cftablifhed, the 
eft may be poured upon him with rapidi- 
y, for they are (lire of their efFedt ; and the 
frince, inftead of dreading, will anticipate 
Pie conclufion. 

Truth will now derive charms from vir- 
ue, and virtue in its turn will lend embel- 
flhments to truth. It is indifpenfibly ne- 
leflary that the latter Ihould enlighten the 
nind ; for the inclination of our nature to 
t good, whofe value is not explained, is 
nerely a blind, a vague, and uncertain in- 
Hn(5l. But a defire to ferve mankind is vir- 
ue, founded on the knowledge of remote 
md extenfive confequences. To tnow the 
nterefts of humanity is the true ftudy of a 
)rince. Whatever is juft, whatever is ufe- 
«1, that is truth, and the truth a king 
bould inveftigate : it is the great band of . 
bciety-, in all bufinefs, in every tranfac- 
ion of life, it upholds the chain of moral 
iHties ; on mutual wants and mutual aids 
grafts human happinefs, and makes the 
luthor of public good a partaker of the 
Weffings he bellows. T4iis is the fit em- 
ployment of a prince; to this he fhould de- 
dicate his days; to know himfelf, and the 
nature of man -j- ; to develop the fecret 

F move- 

•f- Quanam funt eorum mentes^ quibus r^hus /ludc-.t , 
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movements of the heart, the operations of 
habit, the fpecific qualities of charader, the 
influence of opinion, the powers and the 
weakneffes of our frame \ to ftudy tntenfe* 
ly^ and not with frivolous curiofity, but a 
fixed and fteady determination of the will, 
with a perfeverance alarming to flatterers, 
die temper, the manners, and the refources 
of his people, together with the conduct 
of minifters; and in this noble enquiry to 
let in light to the judgment on every fide, 
with a deteftation of the clandeftine infor- 
mer, and a generous encouragement* of 
thofe who have the fpirit to call aloud for 
a redrefs of grievances committed in his 
name. 1 hefe are the things which con- 
ftitute the love of truth ; and thus, faid he, 
addreffing himfeif to Tiberius, thus every 
prince will love it, who is, as he ought to 
be, perfuaded, that to be great he muft be 
juft and upright. In conveying thefe fen- 
timents to him, you will inftrudl him how 
to be free and independent in the midft of 
^ court; for it is there he muft be jealous 
of his liberty. To make him fexifible of 
this, will be the arduous part of your under- 
taking: this is the poirK which you muft 
labour with afliduity and firmnefs. — It (hail 
be done, faid Tiberius, when I am armed 
with your inftru<5tions. — Here the conver- 
fation broke off, and they took leave of 
each other. 
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It has happened by fome ftrange fatality, 
laid the emperor^ that in all ages and coun- 
tries, the friends of mankind have been 
hated by thofe who are bound to be the fa- 
thers of the people. The popularity of 
Belifarius was his only crime ; it was that 
alone provoked his enemies, and perhaps 
alarmed my jealoufy. Alas! they made 
me fear him ; it had been better if I had 
endeavoured to imitate him* 



CHAP. X- 

AB OU T the fame hour on the follow- 
ing day, Belifarius, expedting his vi- 
litors, feated himfclf again under the old 
oak upon the road, where he bad received 
them the evening before. He (aid, in a 
loud foliloquy, To have found two virtuous 
men, who beguile me from myfclf, and 
enter thus into a difcuffion of the gredt ob- 
jefls of humanity, is a circumftance that 
alleviates my misfortunes. How foothing 
to contemplate the fecial interefts of mani . 
My afflidlions are foftened by itl The very 
idea of being but remotely conducive to 
the welfare of nations has raifed me above 
myfelf, and now I fee how the difFufion of 
benevolence to a whole people affimiliatei 
man to his Divine Creator^ 

F z \^<ii\- 



loo BELISARIUS. 

Juftinian and Tiberius over -heard thefe 
laft words as they approached. You are 
warm in the praife of beneficence, laid ihe 
emperor ; and indeed beneficence, of all 
the virtues, affords the molt endearing and 
the fweeteft fenfations. Happy the man 
whofe lot.it is to enjoy fo noble a pleafiire! 
— And yet this Supreme delight muft be 
iaft<sd with moderation, replied the hero^ 
for even goodnefs itfelf, if not _condu(5ted 
by wifdom and juftice, degenerates into an 
oppofite vice. Attend, young man, faid he 
to Tiberius, and mark what i have to offer 
on this head. 

Of fovereign authority the highefc aft is 
the diftrijbution of favours and marks of 
grace : this partakes of the nature of bene- 
ficence, and is therefore a pleafiqg exertion 
of power; but in the exercife of it, it is re- 
quifite that the prince (hould l)e guarded 
againft feduftion. The whole of his intel- 
bgence muft arife .from rfiofe who approach 
his p^rfon jj and of that number there is Jiot 
onew4io does not for ever inculcate, that 
the feat of majefty is in the court.; that all 
regal fplendor is derived from the brilliant 
appearance that enlivens the palace i, and 
that the tarnqft valuable prerogative of the 
crown difpUys itfelf by a profufion of fa- 
v.ours, which ^re ftiled the munificence of 
the fovereign. Gracious heaven! the mu- 
nificence I it is the fubftance of the people 
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he beftows; the fpoils of the poor and in- 
digent! Thus the prince is deceived by 
words : adulation and treachery befiege his 
throne; affiduity for ever pays its court; 
and the habit of refufing nothing gains upon 
the credulous fovereign, who little thinks of 
the tears extorted from the poor by the ex- 
travagance of the court : exultation fills the 
palace, and every room echoes with praifes 
of the royal munificence. That munifi- 
cence affumes the mien of virtue, and 
wealth is fquandered without confidering 
from whence it came. Alas ! would kings 
refleft how their fplendor grows out cf 
the mifery of others ; and for the fake of 
an ungrateful crew, what a number groan 
in wrctchednefs ! But, Tiberius, the prince 
who has one true friend will be fure to 
know this; and be will know befides, that 
true beneficence confifls more in oeconomv 
than lavifh diflribution ; that every partial 
grant is injuftice to merit, and that from 
injuftice fpring all the worft evils that can 
diftradl a ftate. 

You behold the munificence of fovc- 
Teigns, faid Tiberiut?, with an eye of feveri- 
ty. — I confider it in its true light, replied 
the hero, as a mwe perfonal attachment, 
which, in the choice of men for public offi-- 
ces, counteradls the natural courfe of juftice, 
of nature, and of reafon. For juftice ^^- 
propnates honours to virtue, ?Ltvd i^nu^x^'^ 

F3 . ^^ 
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to merit: for the arduous bufineft of high 
employments nature brings forth great abt< 
lities aivi confummate talents ; and furely 
reafon diredta, that of men the befl poflible 
ufe (hould be made ; but partiality confers 
the rccompence due to virtue upon elegant 
and polifhed vice; and thus complaifance 
IS preferred to honed zeal, adulation to 
truth, and meanneis to elevation of foul. 
The fuperficis^l gift of pleafing, as if it were 
fuperior to every other gift of nature, af- 
pires to all the favours of the crown, and 
generally engroffes them. From thefe pre** 
mifes it may be inferred, that partiality in 
the diftribution of favours is the fure mark 
of a bad reign ; and the prince who refigns 
into the bands of a favourite the honour 
of his crown and the welfare of his people, 
brings matters to this dilemma; he either 
fets a fmall value upon what he conHdes to 
his favourite, or he afcribes to his^ own 
choice the power of transforming the fouls 
of men, as if he were able to mould a ftatet 
man or an hero out of a fuperannuated (lave 
or a youthful profligate. 

That, faid Tiberius, would be an at- 
tempt of the moft abfurd futility ; but em- 
Eloyments abound in all ftates, which may 
e competently filled by men of very ordi- 
nary talents. 
Not a fingle employment, replied Beli- 
^ Arms, . wliich does not demaM^ \^ xvat aa 
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able, at Icaft an honeft man ; but royal fa- 
vour is little folicitous about the one or the 
other : on the contrary, both are negleft- 
ed, or, ftill worfc, they are fure to meet 
all the little indignities of a fcornful repulfc. 
Hence every talent dies in its bloom, and 
every virtue withers in the bud. Of talents 
and of virtues emulation is the vivifying 
foul ; but partiality is immediate death. 
The (late in which this vice prevails may 
be compared to thofe wafte and defolate 
tra(5ls, where certain ufcful plants fponta- 
neoufly (hoot up, but are robbed of theit 
nutriment by the briers and brambles that 
infeft the land : and yet this image of phy- 
fical evil does not fully exprefs the political 
mifchief ; for under a reign of favouritifm, 
the briers and the brambles are chcriflied, 
while every falutary plant is eradicated and 
trampled under foot. 

You feem to aflume, faid Tiberius, that 
the royal favour invariably wants a due dif- 
cernment of fpirits, and is never able to 
make a right choice of men. 

Rarely, if ever, replied Belifarius, info- 
much that if the fervants of the public were 
chofen by lot, it would be a more infallible 
mode of eleflion. Partiality grants its fa- 
vours to thofe only who intrigue for them : 
but merit difdains the little arts of intrigue : 
and that manly pride is decyphered by court 
interpreters into ncg;le(5l:of ti^^e foN^\€\^^ 

F 4 ^Vvo 
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who thtTefore repays it with calm difdain, 
while the afTiduity of low ambition reaps 
every advantage. To a prince thus preju- ^ 
diced, what accefs can there be for the fage 
or the hero ? Can they degrade themfelves 
to the pliancy of flaves ? Can dignity of 
mind fubmit to be a cringing candidate for 
court-favour ? If nobility of birth gives a 
title to approach the perfon of the fovereign, 
what pare is to be adled in a circle of fa- 
vourites, by truth, integrity, and honour? 
Are they likely to excel in the dexterities 
of flattery and diflimulation ? Will they 
condefcend to pry into the paffions of their 
mafler, and explore the fecret propenfities 
of his heart? The charaders of the fyco- 
phant, the diflembler, and the falfe friend, 
will be better played by others, who know 
how to touch the firing that founds grate- 
fully to the royal ear, and to fly over that 
which will offend. Virtue would appear 
aukward in the attempt. The favourite 
will acquit himfelf with grace in all thefc 
particulars, but ftill it will ever be a million 
to one that he is unworthy of the diftinc- 
tion he enjoys. ^ 

The favourite of a difcerning, juft, and 
equitable prince, interpofed the emperor, 
will, moll probably, be a man of integrity. 

In the court of a difcerning, juft, and 
equitable prince,- replied Belifarius, there 
w'jU be no fuch perfoiv as a favourite ; fuch 
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a prince will be worthy of friends, and he 
will have them : but favour will do nothing 
for them. A faithful fervant would blu(h 
to be fb enriched. If ever there was a 
faithful fervant, the emperor Trajan had 
fuch an one to boaft of in his miniiler Lon- 
ginus. That true and worthy friend of his 
mafter was taken prifoner by the Dacians : 
the king of that people fignified to the em- 
peror, that, unlefs he acceded to the con- 
ditions of peace propofed to him, the cap- 
tive minifter fhould be put to death. And 
what was Trajan's anfwer? He kft it to the 
honour of Longinus to decide, as Regulus 
had formerly done in his own cafe. Be- 
hold there the model of public characters ! 
Thofe are the men I have in view ! How 
glorious to be the friend of fuch a prince ! 
Longinus faw the bright occafion, and with 
a fublime of virtue difpatched himfelf, left 
pity ftiould take pofleflion of the emperor, 
and incline him to an a6t of partiality or 
perfonal regard. 

I am overpowered by the weight of 
your reafonings, fard Tiberius : yes, I now 
perceive, that the public weal, when right- 
ly uriderftood, gives no latitude to the af- 
fections of the fovereign : but are there not 
incidents uticonnefted with the interefts of 
the people, in which 'he may reafonably 
give a fcope to his private afFe(^ions ? 

F 5 \ ^w- 
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I anfwer in the negative, replied Belifa- 
rius : the prince has no pofitivc unconneft- 
ed intercft, every thing is relative to the 
whole. The fmalleft matters are of im- 
portance, and even the very civilities of a 
king rnuft be addrefled with caution. Roy- 
al favour, it has been faid, is but a partial 
evil, and difplays itfelf only in little things; 
but a deviation from the ftri(5l rule of 
right, even in trifles, will foon become 
habitual, and from fmall irregularities to 
great excefs the progrefs is rapid. The 
circle of the fovereign's favour enlarges it- 
felf, and to bade in the funlhine of . his 
fmiles, grows a general defire ; each cour- 
tier ftrives to wriggle himfelf into favour; 
and the fence thus thrown down, how ftiall 
a prince refift the ardor of importunity, 
and the frequency of folicitation ? The 
fence that (hould guard him, my beft Tibe- 
rius, is a determination of the will to be 
always juft and good. When a principle of 
uprightnefs is known to guide the choice 
of men, it muft then be merit, and merit 
alone, that can hope for preferment. Ta- 
Jents^ exalted qualities, and eminent fer- 
vices,, form the; only admiflable claim : the 
candidate for honours muft render himfelf 
worthy , of them. Intrigue is difcounte- 
nanced, and emulation is animated. Am- 
bition is obliged to proceed by manly 
W^ys, and ftartmg zX the iVvougJit of being 
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detefted, abandons her little fchemes of 
perfidy and cunning. How different is the 
ca/e, when the prince is under the influ- 
ence of perfonal afFeftion ? To gain the 
afcendant over that affecStion, becomes the 
bufinefs of all. He who poflefles the arts 
of infinuation, and knows how to cabal 
with the fervants of upper fervants, pur- 
fues his drudgery through all its ftages, and 
creeps up to preferment, meanly rifmg to 
fplendid infamy. In the mean time the 
man of virtuous pride retires, and with the 
confent of all, he is refigned to oblivion. If 
it (hould happen, that for fome important 
fervice, he is called! from obfcurity, to make 
one in the glittering crowd ; or if it (hould 
be neceflTary to employ him on fome occa- 
fion worthy of his abilities ; (landing un- 
connected with faflion, he finds all parties 
combined againft him, till at length it is 
vifible, that he muft either debafe himfelf, 
by countcrtpining the dark deeds of his 
enemies, or ejfe furrender to them at dif^ 
cretion. The court where intrigue pre- 
vails, is a wild uproar of paffions, in which 
the ftill voice of truth can never be heard. 
The public good is an unregarded thmg, 
and perfonal afFedion is the fountain of all 
prai/e and ccnfure i partiality paffes its de- 
cifions upon all occurrences ; and the prince, 
encompalfed round with falfehoods, diP- 
trailed with doubt, fufpicion and miftruft, 



io8 BELISARIUS. 

Scarcely ever puts an end to the waverings 
of his mind, but to terminate in error. 

Why does not he depend upon the evi- 
dence of fads ? faid Tiberius ; fadts arc ob- 
ftinate witneffes, and the teftimony they 
give, is bold and loud. 

Ka(5ts, replied Belifarius, are not fo ol>- 
ftinate as you may imagine; they take a 
new compledion from the contrariety of 
reporters. Every enterprize is judged by 
its event ; and yet events too frequent!^ 
give the palm to rafhnefs, and defeat the 
befl concerted fchemes of genius and abili- 
ty. Men are often more fortunate than 
wife, and there are occafions when the pro- 
pofition is reverfed. In either cafe, the cha- 
ra(5lers of men may fufFer much from pre- 
judice, and that more particularly in a 
court, where the colours of good and evil 
are all derived from the prevailing opinions 
of party and faftiori. 

Juftinian, in his old age, is a melancholy 
example, faid the emperor j he has been 
cruelly deceived ! 

Alas! replied Belifarius, who has more 
reafon than myfelf to know what has been 
pradifed upon the credulity ot Juftinian ? 
Who is better acquainted with the fnares 
that fadion laid for him i It was fadion 
fent Narfes into Italy, to interrupt the prof- 
perity of Belifarius. The emperor little 
imagined that a minifter of the finances 
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would be a dangerous rival of the general : 
but Narfes had his faftion at court, and 
he foon found one in the camp ; a fpirit of 
diflcnfion prevailed, and Milan, the bul- 
wark qf Italy, was loft. Narfes was recall- 
ed, but too late; the tide of fuccefs was 
now ebbing away : Milan had been fack- 
ed, her inhabitants put to the fword, and 
all Liguria difmembered from the empire. 
That Narfes was pardoned by the em- 
peror, I moft heartily rejoice ; for the life 
of fo great a man, -f we have one obliga* 
tion, at leaft, to the decline of all military 
difcipline. In the virtuous days of the re- 
public, for the complicated crimes of dif- 
obcdience, and the feduftion of part of my 
army, Narfes would have atoned with his 
head. I was recalled in my turn. To 
fucceed me in the command of the army, 
eleven chiefs, all jealous of each other, were 
appointed by a new-fangled party Dit 
cord prerailied in their councils, and they 
were defeated. By this means we loft all 
Italy. The command was transferred to 
me, but I was a general without an army. 
I was obliged to traverfe over Thrace and 
Illyria in queft of (bldiers. A fcanty num- 
ber, not exceeding four thoufand, was 
collC(fted together. With this ralh-levied 

body, 

+ In Bello qui rem a duce prohihltam fecit, aut man' 
data non fervovit, capite punitur^ ctiamfi rem bene ^cj« 
y^/r>, Pand. lib. 49. Tit. 1 6. 
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body, who had neither deaths, horfes, 
arms, or provifions, I marched into Italy. 
In this condition, what was to be . done ? 
With the utmoft difficulty I prevented 
Rome from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The cabal at court rejoiced at 
this difaftrous profpeft of affairs : Things 
are going as we could with, {aid they; he 
is in the lafl: extremity, merely (landing at 
bay a little, to be prefently overwhelmed 
in ruin. Amidft the defolation of their 
country, I was the only obje(5t of their at- 
tention: to fee my ruin accomplished, they 
would have compounded to fee the (late 
(hook to its foundations. I demanded a 
fupply of men, and I was recalled. Naries, 
with a powerful army, was appointed to 
fucceed me; and, beyond all queftion, 
Narfes had abilities to juftify the choice. 
That he was named to the command, was 
perhaps a public benefit ; but before I was 
wounded, the com mon-weahh. received a 
(lab : the ruin of Belifarius was purchafed 
at the expence of the (late. There lies the 
mifchief of party. To raife or overturn 
a (Ingle man, an entire army, perhaps an 
empire, mufl be fticrificed. 

Alas! exclaimed Judinian, I now per- 
ceive the treacherou9 arts by wfa^ch. your 
glory was obfcured. What an indelible 
ftain to the emperor, thus to have believed 
the fuggeftions of your enemies I 
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My good neighbour, replied Belifarius^ 
you ^re little aware of the refinement which 
court policy has acquired in the arts of de- 
ftru(5tion 5 you do not know the genius of 
intrigue, how adtive it is, how perfevering, 
how affiduous, and implacable. Refpeft- 
ful and obfequious to the fentiments of the 
fovereign, it manages with caution, and 
works its effect by degrees, like the drop 
of water that only oozes at firlt through its 
fence, faps on by imperceptible ftrokes, 
and then in one rufhing torrent bears down 
all. Cabal and party have this further 
advantage on their fide, that the man of 
honour is without miftruft, and of courfc 
without precaution : he has nothing to op- 
pofc to the malice of his enemies, but his 
upright condudt, which is ever difcoloqr- 
ed by envy, and his honeft fame, of which 
the report that rings throughout the 
realm, expires and dies away at the gates 
of the palace. Envy alone is privileged 
within the verge of the court, and the cha- 
racter againft which her (hafts are aimed, 
is fure to fall a vidlim. In the courfe of 
human conUhgencies it cannot otherwife 
happen, but that every commander muft 
experience the viciflitudes of fortune, arid 
find his train of vidtory fometimes inter- 
rupted ; of every cafualty Envy takes ad- 
vantage, and makes even accidents a 
ground of impeachment. Has the com- 
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mandcr done all that was poffible? He 
ought to have done better -, any body but 
himfelf would have adted upon a different 
plan ; he did not make a right ufe of his 
opportunities. The charge againft him is 
aggravated, and the good he has done 
dwindles into nothing. The refult is, that 
the man who can be ufeful to his country, 
is the mod dangerous perfon in it. To 
the misfortune of the public, his downfal 
is effedted ; and to their greater misfortune, 
fome worthlefs wretch is fure to rife upon 
his ruins. Another concomitant evil is, 
the impreffion made upon the minds of 
men, by the melancholy profpedl of virtue 
in diftrefs, and of vice exulting inprofpe- 
rity. Public fpirit grows languid at the re- 
fledlion that all the fine incentives of ho- 
nour are extinguifhed ; guilt is embolden- 
ed, the evil confcience forgets to blufli, 
and exceffes of every kind riot with impuni- 
ty. Such are the evils that attend a reign 
of favouritifm. Judge yourfelf, how fuch 
a difpofition may precipitate the ruin of the 
ftate. 

Without doubt, faid Juftiman, it is the 
mod dangerous infirmity that ever byafled 
the mind of a prince; but in an old man, 
who for thirty years has ftruggled to no 
purpofe in the ftorms of fortune, ^nd at 
laft, in fpite of all his efforts, fees the tera- 
pcft ready to burft in ruin on his head : in 
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one thus worn out with age and troubles, 
may it not be deemed an excnfable weak- 
ncfe, if he endeavours to fweeten his cares, 
or at leaft to alleviate them, by indulging 
the private affections? It will anfwer no 
purpofe to be too fanguine in our hopes; 
let us not deceive ourfelves with flattering 
ideas of the public condition : even now 
the empire by its own weight is tottering to 
its fall. By a length of duration all its vi« 
gour is exhaufted, and it muft (hare at lad 
the common fate which brought the empires 
of Bclus and Cyms to their diffolution. 
lyike them it has flourifhed in fplendor, 
and like them it muft moulder into ruin. 

I am no fataPift, replied Belifarius, in re- 
gard to revolutions of government : that 
would be to give a fanftion to our prefent 
degeneracy of fpirit, and make defpair fy- 
ftematical.' That all fublunary things, and 
kingdoms amongft them, periQi and die 
away, I am not now to learn ; but that na- 
ture has traced the bounds of exiftence to 
all its produdlions feems a pofition rather 
problematical. The body natural indeed 
has its period when the animal fundtions 
decay, and calmly we welcome death ; but 
there never does occur a moment, in which 
it is allowed us to defpair of the common- 
wealth. The body-politic, it muft not bo. 
diffembled, is fubje<5l to convulfions that 
fliake its frame, to flow diforders that con- 
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fume its vigour, and to (pafms that elevate 
for a while, to plunge it into deeper dejec- 
tion afterwards. Aftivity, it is true, drains 
all its efforts ; repofe is apt to relax ; and 
civil contention breaks the conftitutional 
ftrength : but not one of thefe accidents is 
mortal in its nature. Nations have been 
faved from the very brink of dcftruftion ; 
they have emerged from the very depth of 
niifery ; and after ftruggling through the fe- 
vered crifis have been reanimated to a vi- 
gour unknown before. The declenfion of 
Itates is not therefore ' marked out ; the 
line is not drawn; like the limits of human 
life. Old age is unknown to the body-po- 
litic ; it is the chimera of miftaken thcorifls. 
The fame ardour of hope that infptrits the 
hcirt of valottr, may extend its influence, 
and give animation for any length of time. 
The conditution of the empire is now en- 
feebled, or rather it has funk into a languid 
date : but for every poifon there is an an- 
tidote in nature, and it behoves us to dif 
cern it. — Let us inveftigate it together, faid 
the emperor; there will be fomething 
foothing in the refearch: but before wc 
think of the remedy, let us trace the dif- 
order to its firft principles. — I am willing 
to enter into the difcuflion, replied Belifa- 
rius, and it will furnifli us ample matter 
for our future meetings. 
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CHAP. XI. 



MiE next day, Juflinian was impatient 
to fee Belifarius. He longed to have 
veil torn ofF which hid the lurking mif- 
fs of the empire, and he prefled with 
rnefs to the interview. Belifarius da- 
lis reflections from the sera of Conftan- 
How much is it to be lamented, faid 
lero, that fo enlarged a genius, with all 
firmnefs, that fpirit of enterprize, 
lid egregioufly millake the fitncfs of the 
ns to produce the end defired, and exert 
he extinftion of the empire mere yi^Qur 
activity, than would have been neceC- 
to retrieve its ancient honours! His 
fyftem of government was a mafter- 
ce of human wit : the Praetorian bands 
iftied; the children of the poor and 
lefs adopted by the ftate • ; the autho- 
of the prefecft diftributcd into more 
is, f and weakened of courfe ; the lands 
a the frontiers affigned to the veteran 
iers, who formed an Agrarian army for 

the 

Wi^en the parent was unahle to malntasn Us childt 
*ate took the charge upon^itfelf\ and the infant was 
ted at the expence of the public : and this law Con- 
ne dire6ied to be engraved on marbki that he might 
'uate it through all fuccejjive ages, 
Zoiixn. lib, ii. cap, 33. 
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the defence of the empire ; this was indeed \^ 
a wife inftitution, a large and comprchenfivc I 
policy. Why did riot he adBere entirely to I* 
a plan fo juft and fimple? He did not fee, K 
or he was unwilling to fee, that, to tranC 
plant the feat of empire, it mufl be torn up 
by the very roots. In vain did he propoic 
to himfelf that the city he was founding 
fliould be a fccond Rome ; in vain was the 
latter defpoilcd of its richeft ornanients for 
the decoration of the former : it was a mere 
theatrical (hifting of fcenery, the gaudy 
fpeftacle of a pantomime. 

You aftonifti me, faid Tiberius, interropt- 
ing him ; I was ufed to think the capital of 
the world more advantageoufly ficuated up- 
Cin the Bofphorus, in the middle of two 
feas, and between Europe and Alia, than in 
the heart of Italy, upon the banks of a river, 
which fcarce defcrves the name of navigable. 

Conftantine thought as you do, replied 
Belifarius, and he wasmiftaken. Theftate 
which is obliged to carry war into foreiga 
territories, muft be governed by a found in- 
ternal policy, compadl within itfelf, and cafy 
to be defendfed. Such was the advantage of 
Italy. The hand of nature feemed to have 
made it a refidence for the mafters of the 
world. The mountains and the fea, which 
inclofe it, formed a ftrong barrier againft 
invafion : guard but the Alps, and Rome 
was guarded too. If that fence proved too 

weak 
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rcak to repel the enemy, the Appen nines 
jibrded a fafe letreat, and ferved as a ram- 
tturt to half Italy. It was there that Ca- 
oillvts gave the Gauls a fignal overthrow ; 
jDd in that ipot Narfes obtained his brilli- 
m vidiory over Totila. 

At prefent the empire has no fixed im- 
Doveable centre ; but liei open and expo- 
bd to all the aflaults of fortune. Alk the 
Icythian, the Sarmatian, and the Sclavo- 
lian^ whether the Heber, the Danube, and 
he Tanais, are barriers to obftrudt theiir 
narcfa ? On that fide Byzantium is our only 
?nce ; that its walls ar^ not in due repair is 
ot the circumftanee that grieves me mofl. 

When Rome was the feat of empire, the 
flabliihed policy of government was able 
> carry the vigour of its laws from the 
emre to the extremity of the ftate : all 
:aly was under its immediate influence, 
fitliin t^e reach of tlieadminiftration: the 
iw gave the tone to the maruiers, and the 
lanners in their turn made grave and faith- 
a\ minifters of juftice. We have indeed 
low tlie fame inftitiitioos ; but as all is tranC- 
ilanted from the place of its growth, the 
x>nfequence is,, that every thing droops, 
IS if regretting its native foil. The empire 
s not colle6^ed in itfelf, as it was before : it 
s enlarged, and thereby weakened. The 
lational chara^fter has loft its fpirit : even 
ihe endearing name of country is gone from. 

amongft 
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amongft iw. Italy was renowned for incB 
who imbibed with their firft breath the 
love of their country, and grew to man- 
hood amidll the exercifes of the Campiu 
Alartius. At prefent, where is the cradlci 
and where the fchool of warxiorsf The 
Dalniatians, the Illydans, and the Thra- 
cians, who arc now mingled with us^ are in 
fadl as foreign as the Numidians and the 
Moors. No conamon intereft to unite them 
in one common caufe, no kindred fpirit to 
adtuate and infpire them, Renumhar thai 
you are RomanSy faid a commander to his 
foldiers, in the days of the old republic; 
and that fhort harangue was of efficacy to I 
brace their nerves for labour, and to render 
them invincirte in battle. What animating 
topic have we now to infift on? Shall we fey, 
Remember that you are Armenians ^ Numididns^ 
€r Dalmatians ^^ We are no longer one body- 
politic, and there lies the catife of our de- 
bility. The projciflors of oiir new fettle- 
ment were not aware^ that to form that co- 
alition, that unity of intcrefts, which we call 
our country, requires the progreflive toil of 
ages, the flow and imperceptible working of 
fentiment, habit, and opinion. Our new 
city was embelliftied by Conttantine with 
ftatues of Roman heroes; but alas! the 
policy was ineffedlual, for the men whofe 
images we only faw, lived and breathed the 
•flame x)f Liberty in the Capitol! The ge- 
nius 
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^;.fiius that infpired them, did aot embark on 
-, board our (hips; we imported inanimate 
inarble only. Paulus Emilius, the Scipios, 
and the Catos, are filent here and mute ; 
, they are foreigners at Byzantkim ; but at 
Rome they harangued the fcnate, and the 
people underftood and felt them. 

1 do not perceive, faid Juftinian, but the 
empire, fmce the feat of government was 
removed, has enjoyed a truer ftate of peace, 
and fecurity, than it knew at Rome for a 
long feries of years. The people there had 
.fallen into degeneracy, and the people funk 
.deeper in (hame and fervitude. 

When the adminiftration is confided to 
improper hands, replied Beiifarius, the 
firength and dignity of every ftate will be 
impaired, and a train of calamities mufl; en- 
fue. At Rome, however, nothing but one 
good reign was wanting to xecal the confti- 
tution to its firft principles. Take a view 
of Adrian's adminiftration : the ftajte feem- 
ed under him to rife out of its ruins. Be- 
hold Marcus Aurelius upon the throne : to 
what an height of glory and magnificence 
was the condition of the empire raifed by 
the condudt of that excellent pririce ! Ro- 
man virtue has been often eclipfed, but not 
cxtinguifhed : whenever a prince appeared 
of a genius to rekindle the fpirit of his 
country, the latent fire was always ready to 
mount into a blaze. But alas ! every prin- 
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ciple of virtue is now deftroyed : the feed 
muft be (own again ; and that muft be the 
arduous talk of a long reign, founded in 
juftice, moderation, and wifdom. Nothing 
but a prodigy of this fort can redeem us in 
this juncture. Our very vi6lories may be 
the ruin of the ftate. We have an hundred 
enemies to cope with, and thoie enemies 
have but one. An idea is conceived that 
they may be all fubdued ; and yet one is 
no fooner cruftied, but he rifes again; a 
frefh foe is ever ready to find us employ- 
ment, and by a rapidity of fucceflion, they 
give breathing-time to each othen By this 
diverfion of our arms a conftant alarm is 
kept up, -and the ftate, thus diftradted, 
grows feeble every day. The march of ar- 
mies to various and diftant places confumes 
our ftrength-, the vigour of our meafures 
ftrains every nerve, to relax us more in the 
end ; and every viftory is a wound which has 
not time to elofe. Thus, after an exertion of 
all the powers of the empire to maintain its 
own importance, a fingle day fhall fliake it 
to its foundation, and render the kbour of 
twenty years abortive in a fingle hour. Re- 
col lea how often, under the prefent reigni 
our ftandard has been hurried about the 
world, from the Tiber to the Euphrates, 
and from the Euphrates to the Danube? 
And now what is the confequence ? what 
is the fruit of fo many victories, under 
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Mandus, Gennanicus, Salomon, Narfes, 
and myfelf, if I may be added to the num- 
ber ? A peace is all we have obtained at 
aft. 

And if our vi(5lories cxhauft us, faid the 
emperor, it is right to bring things to that 
concluGon. 

To buy a peace, replied Belifarius, is 
not the way to prevent the calamities of 
war, Thefavage ofthe North has nothing 
in view but booty; and if he is fure of 
gaining it, his motive to frequent incur- 
fions grows the ftronger. The Perfian need 
only fpread an alarm every year through 
our faireft provinces in Afia, and he goes 
back loaded with our money. A new way 
of exterminating the plunderer, by holding 
forth the booty that invites him! The 
pi ice of peace becomes the principle of war; 
and our emperors, by exhaufting their fub- 
jeds, have pampered and inflamed the ava- 
rice of their enemies. 

You afFeiH: me deeply, faid Juftinian;; 
what bulwark would you oppofe to the in- 
vafions of the enemy ? — A good army, re- 
plied Belifarius ; and, above all, a people 
free and happy. When the barbarians rufh 
into our provinces, they are attraded by 
the love of plunder ; and though they leave 
defolation and hatred behind them, yet their 

})urpofe is anfwered if they leave impref- 
ions of terror alfo. The cafe vs di\S^"t^vi\. 
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■with an crapixe that would maintain its pof- 
feffions in Iccurity. If it does not endear 
its government to mankind, it may as well 
abdicate ; for it is a felf-evident propofi- 
tion, that all authority founded on fear will 
grow weak at every remove from the ca- 

f)ital, till at laft, fading by degrees, it is 
oft in diftance. To rule by the medium 
of fear from Taurus to the Alps, and frorn. 
Caucafus to the foot of Atlas, is an impof- 
libility in politics. If the fubje<fk groans 
under the weight of his grievances, and 
power fupports itfelf by the fweat of his 
■Drow, of what moment is it to him whether 
Romans or Perfians are his opprcflbrs? 
The authority that burdens us will never 
be well defended; and the nation that has 
not fpirit to refill opprelliofa, will crouch 
with tame acquiefcence under the firft dc* 
livcrer that appears. Would you give fla- 
•bility to gover>nment ? lay your foundation 
in the affedtions of. mankind; and the af- 
feftions of mankind are ever attached to 
the principles of humanity, of beneficence, 
integrity, public faith, and zeal for the 
happinefs of millions. Thofe are the vir- 
tues that command a willing people. The 
fpirit of the conftitution is then difFufcd over 
the whole dominion, alive and a<ftive in- 
each diftant part; the people are all as one 
hand and one heart, and every province is 
the feat of goverrvmtut. 
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I ftiall have frequent occafion to allude 
to myfelf, continued Belifarius; and, my 
worthy young man, faid he to Tiberius, 
by appealing to my experience you have 
made all apology for egotifm unneceflary. 
When I had the conducfl of the war in 
Africa, I confidered thofe regions as part 
of my native country. The regular and 
ftridk difcipline, which I eftablilhed through- 
out my army, procured the good-will of 
mankind, and attracted plenty from every 
quarter. In a little time I had the fatisfac- 
tion of feeing my camp reforted to as a 
fan<5tuary by every various people, who 
crowded to my ftandard and lifted under 
me. The day which faw me enter Car- 
thage at the head of a vi^florious army, did 
not hear a fingle groan: neither the quiet 
nor the ufual employments of the citizens 
fuffered on the occafion : induftry and com- 
merce purfued their interefts, as if it had 
been a time of profound peace ; and in re- 
turn for this benefit felt by all orders of 
men, it was in my power to become the 
king of a people who called me their com- 
mon father. The fame happened to me 
in Italy; there the native inhabitants ga- 
thered about me in crowds, refigning them- 
felves to the empire; and at Ravenna I re- 
ceived the fupplications of the Goths im- 
ploring their conqueror to be their fov^- 
TC]gn. Behold here the inftueuct^ \i\^^tv\- 

G 2 ^vL^ 
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pirc of humanity. Do not fufpc<5l that I am 
here my own panegyrift; all my merit 
confided in following the IcflTons the very 
barbarians gave me. Yes, even the bar- 
barians can boafl their Titus and their Mar- 
cus Aurelius. Theodoric and Totila de- 
ferved the love of human kind. Ye cities 
of Italy ! exclaimed Belifarius, what a con- 
traft have you fecn between us and the 
barbarians ! At Naples in particular, my 
eyes beheld men, women, and children, 
flaughtered in one common carnage. I 
flew to their afliftance : I fnatched the un- 
happy, the innocent victims from the fury 
of an incenfed foldiery : but I was fingle in 
.oppofition to them, and my entreaties were 
loft in air : the men whofe duty it was to 
Second me, were Intent on plunder. The 
fame place was reduced, by the generous 
Totila. Thrice-happy prince^ he had the 
glory of faving it from the ravage of his 
troops. His deportment was that of a ten- 
der father in the midft of his family. Hu- 
manity cannot difplay a fcene more truly 
pathetic than this generous prince exerting 
his beft. offices for the proteftion of a people 
that furrendered to his arms. It was the 
fame at Kome ; that very Rome which faw 
the officers of the empire, in the midft of 
all the horrors of a famine, carrying on the 
deteftable trade of a movYo^ol^. It was in 
this manner our cnarivu^couc^vax^^>icv^7i- 
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fedlions of mankind. Their fjuftice and 
moderation hurt us more than their valour. 

How, on our part, did we countera(5l 
their viitues ? In no fliape whatever : the 
inhumanity, the avarice, and tyranny of 
our commanders leagued with the enemy, 
and fcrved their caufe. I had no fooner re- 
figned the command in Italy, than the fame 
Goths, whofe proffered crown I had juft 
refufed, with one general confent, with a 
kind of epidemic fpirit, kindled to indig- 
nation by the malverfation of thofe who fuc- 
cecded me, refolved at once to (hake off the 
yoke. Hence the reign of Totila and all 
the misfortunes of Italy, When I had fub- 
dued the Vandals, it was my ambiti( n to 
fettle terms of amity between the empire 
and the Moors ; and I thought I had fuc- 
ceeded to my fatisfadtion : but my back 
was fcarccly- turned when our honourable 
plunderers, our chiefs, who made war a 
gainful trade, our illuftrious fons of riot 
and rapacity, infringed every treaty I had 
made, and let loofe the mod horrible vio- 
lence to pillage their cities and defolare 
their fields. By defperation the Moors 
were foon rouzed to vengeance, and our 
provinces were deluged with blood. From 
oppreffion fprung revolt, and all the bands 
of peace were rent afunder. 

From the fame caufes in the heart of the 
empire the fame efFeds have been produ- 

G 3 c^^% 
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ced. Imbecility in mini Hers, avarice in pro- 
confuls, inhumanity and defpotifm in the 
governors of cities and of provinces; thefc 
are the enormities which I have feen in 
* every quarter. To thefe it is owing, that 
every department of government is now be- 
come an intolerable charge to the people. 
In order to enforce a paflive obedience un- 
der the burthen, recourfe is had to meafures 
of the irioft grievous nature; the militia 
has been abolifhed, and the fubjedt has been 
excluded from the facerdotal order-, nay, 
the right of alienating their property h^ 
been wrefted from them ; and, to crown the 
whole with what will fcarccly be believed, 
they are deprived of the miferable liberty 
of becoming bondmen. Can it be expedled 
that, harrafled thus cruelly, the people will 
be reconciled to the yoke that galls them? 
Can there exift in their idea any tics of inte- 
reft, or of duty, between them and their 
oppreflbrs ? The burll of every groan that 
defpair and mifery extort, is inftantly pro- 
claimed treafon ; and armies are marched 
to carry fire and fword through the pro- 
vinces. A new and cruel way of reducing 
mankind to obedience by their total ruin ! 
and then, of what ufe are fubjeds thus re- 
duced, and broken-hearted under a load of 
grievances ? A well governed people fliould 
be at once both fpirited and complying; 
and both thefe qualities Vfo\ild unite^ were 
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they not prevented by the pride and arro- 
gance of little tyrants, who too often make 
the reign of a well-difpofed prince an odious 
fyftem of cruelty and arbitrary power.- 

It is upon minifters, and all the little fub- 
ftitutes of authority, that a fovereign muft 
depend for the love or the hatred of mankind. 
He ought therefore to watch them with a 
careful and a jealous eye. They are too often 
the mod cruel enemies he has; for of all the 
evils that can attend a prince, the averfion 
of his people is the worft, and yet that is 
brought ifpon him by his officers of ftate. 
Whatever they dare for the gratification of 
fpleen, pride, avarice, and their mean capri-. 
cious pafHons, it is all, in minifterial Ian* 
giiage, the dire(5lion of the fovereign*; it is 
for the fupport of government. Though 
they are the plann':*rs of every pernicious 
project, yet, in carrying it into execution, 
they are, if you will believe them, but fer- 
vants of the crown ; and thus the prince is 
made the involuntary unconfcious fcourge 
of a people he loves. My dear Tiberius, 
continued the hero, if ever your royal ma- 
fter has the happinefs of embracing you as 
his friend, let it be your advice never to 
flacken the reins of authority, that all who 
are under it may feel the curbof juftice. 
Every acft of petty tyranny committed in 
the name of the prince, is fure to fully the 
lullre of his crown with the tears of the 

G 4 ^«;vev.^?i^- 
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afflifted. An evil adminiftration is a libel 
upon the charader of the fovercign. But 
when iniquity is controuled, when corrup- 
tion is checked, and the grievances of the 
fubjeft rcdrefTed by a patriot prince, the 
complaints of injured men will indeed be 
addreffed to the throne, but no murmurings 
againft it will ever be heard. The indig- 
nation of the fubjedt will be pointed at its 
proper objeft ; it will purfue the authors of 
public mifchief, while the good and upright 
fovereign (till pofleffes the affedtions of a 
grateful people. 

There is nothing, interpofed Juftinian, 
more beautiful in theory, than a prince at- 
tending to the movements of every minute 
wheel in the great machine of government. 
But the objefts are too complicated, and he 
would be diftrafted by the multiplicity of 
views. To Tiear the complaints of the fub- 
jeft, and to examine all things to the bottom, 
fo as to decide in all cafes with juftice and 
moderation, would indeed be an illuftrious 
talk, but it is greatly above the powers of 
any prince whatever. 

Thofe are the phantoms of difficulty, re- 
plied Belifarius, that are conjured up to de- 
ter him from the taik ; but thofe phantoms, 
when examined with a fteadfaft eye, difcover 
themfelves to be mere mockery, and they 
vanifh. The art of governing, we fh all fee 
to morrow^ is b^ no meatvs Co comijUcated, 
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as politic men would make us believe. 
Farewel, my friends You fee how, of my 
own accord, I now engage myfelf more 
deeply in this difcuffion than 1 at at firft in- 
tended. To rule ideal kingdoms is a kind 
of caftle-building which the imagination of 
man is fond of indulging ; and there are 
few, I believe, who in their vifionary reign 
and their dreams of power, do not, like my- 
felf, think themfelves capable of regulating 
the fate of empires. Political theories, 
faid Juftinian, are often the delirous chi- 
meras of the vulgar, but they are, at tht 
fame time, the noble fpeculations of the 
fage and the philofopher. 

The emperor withdrew, deeply imprefled 
with the refletflions and the reafonings he 
had heard. That very night at fupper, it 
was obferved by his courtiers, that the (tatC 
never knew a better or more flourilliing 
condition. Without doubt, faid Jurtinian, 
adreffing himfelf to the flattering train, the 
empire mull be in a flouriftiing way, for 
you riot in abundance ; it mud be happy 
alfo, for you are diflblved in eafe and luxu- 
ry. The people, in your.eflimate, pais for 
a mere cypher, and the court with you is 
deemed the empire. At thefe words they 
all looked down difcountenanced. The re- 
mark of the emperor was thought to pro- 
ceed from that fpleen which had of late 
overcaft his mind; and which ihe^ ^\\ ^^^^^^ 

G 5 Hi^^ 
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was entirely occafione<} by his late confe- 
rences with Tiberius. Tiberius, faid they, 
is a young zealot, whofe imagination is 
overheated with the enthufiafm of virtue 
and popular humanity. A man of that 
charader is always dangerous at court; he 
muft be removed from the emperor^s prc- 
fence. 



CHAP. XII. 

TH E next day, while the new intrigue 
at court was hatching its defigns, 
the blind old hero, and his two gueils, 
lefumcd the thread of their difcourfe. 

The fovereign, faid Belifarius, who 
means to be a real, and not a nominal 
prince, ought to know how to reduce 
things to their mod fimple principles. His 
fird care fliould be to inform himfelf of the 
true interefts of his people, and the condudt 
they expedt he (hould obferve. ♦ That 
alone, faid Tiberius, is a large field of con* 
templation. — But it is not a perplexed 
contemplation, faid Belifarius; nothing can 
be more fimple; for the wants of an indi- 
vidual are the wants of all, and each of us 
knows intui i ely, what is good and fit for 
the whole human fpecies. As for inftance, 

faid 

* Semper offcto fungitur, utUitatt fjotninutit confulev 
e/focietati. " C\^^i^ ^^^^,a, 
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faid he to the young man, if it were your 
lot to be employed in the labours of huf- 
bandry, what would you expedl from the 
benevolence of your fovereign ? — I (hould 
expert, anfwered Tiberius, fecurity for the 
fruits of ray induftry, and an unmolefted 
right, after the dues of the crown were 
paid, to enjoy my gettings with my wife 
and children. I (hould defire to be *pro- 
tedted in my property againft fraud and 
rapine, and to fee myfelf and my family 
fafe from violence, injuftice, and oppreC- 
fion. — Very well ! replied Belifarius ; in 
that confifts the whole : every citizen, ac- 
cording to his diftin6tive rank, requires 
the fame,, and nothing more. Now the 
prince, on his part, continued Belifarius, 
what does he demand of his fubjcfts? — 
Obedience to his laws, neceffary fupplies, 
and a proper force to fupport his own dig- 
nity, and the authority of Government. — 
That again is fimple and juft, faid Belifa- 
rius. With regard now to the people in 
their relation to one another, what are their 
reciprocal duties ? — To live in peace and 
harmony, to injure no man, to leave to 
every one the quiet poffeffion of his own, 
and in all tranfadionS to prefer ve an honeft 
intercourfe and good faith. — In that (late of 
the cafe, my worthy friend, faid Belifarius, 
we have an epitome of human happinefs : 
for that end you fee that iaw l\2i^ tv<^ xv^t.^ 
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to be voluminous. Twelve tables, at one 
time, comprized the laws oi Rome -, and 
that time was at leaft as eligible as the pre- 
fent. What we call juft, is the balance of 
what is ufeful, and the liquidation of what 
is coming to each individual from the ag- 
gregate of public good. Let equity ad- 
jufl this account, and the code which di- 
redts it, need not be long. But equity is 
now embroiled with complications, that 
have fwelled to an unwieldy fize. This 
mifchief is owing to the capricious detail 
of an arbitrary difpofition, which fets up its 
own caprice in the place of law, and then 
makes the law as vague and uncertain as 
that very caprice itfelf : it is owing to a 
poor pufillanimity, that with folicitudeis 
ever inventing new fnares to entangle civil 
liberty : it is owing to the pride and jea- 
loufy of power, which never thinks it can 
make its^ weight fufficiently felt : and in 
Ihort it is owing to a vain defire of fuperin- 
tending a multiplicity of minute objeds, 
which would all work themfelves clear, and 
be properly adjufted without any fuch fu- 
perintendence. A digeft has been made 
in the prefent reign of edids and decrees 
without number i but after all, it is the 
fchool for lawyers, and not for the people ; 
whereas it is the people v/ho ought to be 
inftruded in their duties and their rights. 
£very citizen o\i^\i, \w v\v& ?i\^ luftance, 
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to be his own judge: it is fit, therefoie, 
that every citizen (hould know diflindly 
and with precifion what is prefcribed, * for- 
bid, and permitted by the law. To this 
end there need only be a few good laws, 
fimple, clear, fenfible, and eafy in their ap- 
plication to the a<5lions of men. This 
would facilitate the adminiftration of juf- 
tice, and abridge the detail of fubdeties 
that now entangle it. For when the rights 
and the duties annexed to civil conduct, 
are univerfally felt and underftood, the 
fubje(5l exults in his fecurity, and acquiefces 
in fubordination : he perceives the afcer- 
tained degree of political liberty, which he 
gains in return for the refignation of his 
natural privileges to the authority of the 
ftate ; and finding his own private advan- 
tage in the public fafety, he learns to re- 
verence the wifdom of that inftitution, 
which has united both in fo beautiful a 
connection. I would afk to what reafon 
is it to be afligned, that the fubjedl is fo 
often refraftory to the authority of govern- 
ment? It is becaufe the laws, which limit 
and abridge the liberty of the people, are 
ever expounded with rigour; while, on the 
other hand, thofe which favour natural 
freedom, receive too often a negligent, a 
temporizing conftrudioa. But this abufe 

would 

• L^£h virtus h:cc efl^ mpcrorc, vctarc, tertrntteT^*, 
/ujw-^. Pand Lib, i. 71 3. - 
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would be cffeftually remedied by the fair 
fimplicity of a popular code, or a fyftera 
adapted to the capacity of the whole com- 
munity , from whence it would refu't, 
that the judges, obferving mankind fuffi- 
ciently inftruded in the rules of right, nay 
in a capacity to appeal from them to a 
known, precife, and determinate law, would 
be upon their guard not to make it com* 
ply with occafions, or to vary the fpirit of 
it according to their own difcretion. 

Of laws, which are defigned to entrench 
upon the rights of the fubjecfl, thofe that 
fallen upon property are the worft, and 
moll liable to. abufe. They are not indeed 
. levelled at the lives and liberties of the 
people ; but the hands of the people are 
never tied up, but with an intention to 
plunder them. Of the exceffes, moreover, 
committed by the officers of the revenue, 
there is fcarcely ever one that does not in- 
volve in it the crime of avarice. This 
then is the firft obje(5l to which' the fo- 
vereign's eye ihould be dire<5led ; it (hould 
be his firft care to eftablifh the colIe<flioa 
of his taxes upon the cleareit and moft in- 
telligible fyftem. While impofts are mulr 
tiplied, and the laws * that eftablifh the 
taxation, continue vague, complex, and 

uncertain; 

^ Sub imperatoribus veiitgalia, non lege ac rations, 
Jid arbitratu imperatorum frQCeflerunt, ^wv^« Dt trt- 
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uncertain ; the adminiftration of this whole 
department will ever be captious, fraudu- 
lent, and oppreffive. Thefe laws, there- 
fore^ mull be rendered as fimple as pof- 
fiblc; they muft be penned with accuracy 
and precifion ; and the tax itfelf, that indif- 
penfible demand of government*, fhould 
be equal, eafy, and founded in the fitnefe 
of things: it fliould be one general impoft, 
though varied in its application to fundry 
wife and good purpofes; and finaly, it 
Ihould be uniform throughout the realm, 
like the tribute or tythe which Sicily § 
paid with pleafure to the Romans, or like 
that which was levied in Afia, t in pro- 
portion to the annual increafe or lofs, and 
gained for Csefar, the author of it, the af- 
fe(5lions of mankind. Were the finances 
thus regulated. Fraud would not be able 
to entrench itfelf in the labyrinths of law, 
and the || abfurdity of edidts : but the right 
eflablifhed upon clear and (imple prin- 
ciples, 

• Quoniam neque qui es fine armis, neque utrumque fine 
trlbutts hater i pojfunt, Liv. lib. i. 

§ Qmn'ts ager Siciliie Decumanus, Billing, uii Jupra, 

J Fide App. De ici/o ch, lib. 5. Pro aimi copia vel 
incpi:^, ubertus (ex J^fiu) vel anguftius veCiigal exaHum 
ejl. Dio lib. 45. 

II Tkc emperors laid a duty upon urine, dujl, ordure, 
dead bodie , fmoke, air, ifc. There were rights of the 
turfy the highway, Jhorage, duties upon carriages, beafts 
of burthen, ijc, et qua alia (fays Tacitus) exadionibus 
illicith nom'sna fuHicani invenerurU. Fide Y^vXvcv^« ^ 
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ciples, would carry the cleareft evidence 
of truth along with it, and that truth would 
draw the line to circumfcribe the power of 
the officers. Thus the laws of taxation, 
by ceafing to be arbitrary, would ceafe to 
be deteflable. 

You are aware, faid the emperor, of the 
reafoning that encounters thefe principles: 
make taxation fimple, and you reduce it at 
the fame time — I wifti to do fo, replied Be- 

lifarius. But, refumed Juftinian, if the 

people are left too much at eafe, by a natu- 
ral confequence they grow lazy, larrogant, 
rebellious, and untradlable. — Gracious Hea- 
ven! exclaimed Belifarius; will afluring 
to men the fruits of their labour, give them 
an averfion from induftry ? Will men be- 
come rebels, becaufe their happinefs is fe- 
cured and promoted ? But the fear is, that 
they will prove arrogant! Alas! I know 
that little tyrants would be glad to fee 
them crouch like flaves under the mailer's 
lafh. But I would defire to know, to whom 
fhould the fubjedl bend, while his conduA 
is free from reproach or guilt ? There is no 
power on earth, but that of the laws and of 
the legal fovereign, to which an honeft 
member of fociety owes any deference. I 
would aflc further, Will ufurpation be as 
fure of having obedience paid to it, as will 
that mild authority, which creates for itfelf a 
kind of paternal env^U^ on^i \.\\^ hearts of 
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men, by works of beneficence, and by ge- 
nerous deeds that call for gratitude, affec- 
tion, and eftcem ? Believe me, I know the 
charadterof the people: they are not what 
they are repre(ented. Are they difpirited, 
nay difaffefted? It is owing to their grie- 
vances. Is their temper foured^ and are 
they grown reluctant to command > It is 
becaufe they find themfelves for ever ac- 
quiring, and never fure of poffeffing. In fo- 
ber fadnefs, this is the truth : but it is difco-' 
loured with art ; defigning men dogmatize 
on the fubjcdl, and they endeavour to give 
their falftiood the air and fandion of ap- 
pearing fyftematical; The principle upon 
which they ground themfelves, is, that 
the race of man lives in fubferviency to a 
very fmall part of the fpecies, and that the 
world was made for the ufe of themfelves 
and a few leading men. It is an inconceiv- 
able pride, faid Juftinian, and yet a pride 
too common to the hunwn mind.^-Not 
fo common as you imagine, replied Beli- 
farius ; we hear it indeed often, but it is 
from men who are adling a part ; it is a fort 
of paradox in politics that never had one 
fincere believer^ I will venture to fay, there 
never yet exifted a perfon of common-fenfe, 
however eminent his ftation, who, upon a 
comparative view of himfelf and the peo-^ : 

Ele, who fupport, who nourifli, and defend 
im, did not flirink back with hurcv\V\t^ \w- 
to himfdfi fox he feels his imbtdVvvj ^ \v\^ 
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neceflities*, and his ftate of dependence. 
His pride is a mafk, a niere aflumed cha* 
rafter ; but the mifchief is, he is fo prac- 
tifed in the charaftcr, that he has learned 
to play it well, and to impofe upon his au< 
dicnce. May Heaven preferve your royal 
friend, my worthy Tiberius, from this fatal 
illufion ! That he may be cffeftualiy prc- 
ferved from it, diredt his attention to the 
early periods and primitive condition of ci* 
vil fociety: he will thenobferve three claf- 
fes of men, each fubfifting in a Itate of reci- 
procal aid and dependance: the hufband- 
man, in the firft place, employed in the 
cultivation of the earth for the fupport of 
life ; the artificer, fecondly, whofe occupa- 
tion it is -to give to the materials of the 
earth their relative forms and fitnefs forufe; 
and, thirdly, the (latefman, or able politi- 
cian, who confecrates himfelf to the arts of 
government for the good order and well- 
b?:ing of fociety. In this faederal union not 
one of the parties is ufelefs or inadlive : the 
advantage of mutual fuccour is circulated 
in full exertion through all the members, 
according to the powers of each -, and thus 
bodily force, labour, and induflry, intellec- 
tual ability, the faculties of the mind, fupc* 
rior, talents, and eminent virtues, all con- 
fpire aqd aft in concert for the general good. 
This order of things, fimple, natural, and 
regular as it ma^ a\i^^?Lt^ v^ the true analy- 
st's. 
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fis of government: thefe are the original 
forms into which political oeconomy muft 
rcfolve itfelf ; thefe the firll principles to 
which it is reducible. 

You cannot but obfervc what an outrage 
it would be againft all good fenfe and order, 
if any one of thefe claffes (hould revolt 
againft the others : *you muft fee that they 
are all equally dependant, and equally con** 
ducive to each other ; and that if a prefe- 
rence can be afcribed to any one in particu' 
lar, it muft be to the huft)andman, inafmuch 
as the fupport of life is the firft great princi- 
ple and defire of nature ; the art, therefore, 
that nourifties man, muft be the firft of arts. 
But as this art accomplifties its end by me- 
thods eafy and fure ; as it is expofed to no 
danger, and requires an exertion of the moft 
common and ordinary powers ; it is right 
that the more delicate arts, which demand 
talents, virtues, and the moft refined ac- 
quirements, ftiould meet with the higheft 
encouragement. For this reafon, therefore, 
the arts that adminifter to the firft wants of 
life, will not be held in the greateft eftima- 
tion, and indeed they do not afpire to it. 
But inafmuch as it would be impolitic on 
-the one hand, to over-rate them^ fo it would 
be unjuft on the other, and repugnant t6 
the interefts of humanity, to degrade them 
into contempt. 



Ik 
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Let your friend, my good Tiberius, b€ 
upon his guard againO the approaches ol 
this ftupid difdain : on the contrary, it wil 
behove him to cherilh, as the nurfe of him 
felf and of human kind, this too mud 
defpifed, though excellent and beneficia 
branch of indurtry. It is juft, in the ar 
rangenvent of things, thtic the people (houl< 
labour for the two other claffes of focictj 
which cooperate with them for the goo 
of the whole, and contribute largely to th 
fupport of that power whrch forms the de 
fence of the community. The earth wa 
ordained to fupply the nurture of man, an< 
to thofe who encreafe its fertility, the firi 
maintenance is due : this is juftice to th 
hulbandman ; and the ftate, in rating hir 
to the charges of government, muft be 
careful to lay the tax upon his redundance 
only. If the fole recompence of har 
and unremitting labour were no more tha 
the mere privilege of leading an undef 
rable and wretched life, the cultivators c 
the earth could no longer be deemed a pai 
of the political aflbciation, but would n 
mam in a ftate of flavery : their conditio 
would be intolerable; they would rul 
from the rank, turn order into anarchy, ( 
elfe put a ftop to the propagatioti of fo mi 
ny miferable beings, and fo annihilate tt 
rank itfelf. 

• This was the msLxim o£ ISjwvt^ IM * ^l'^ta3RRfc\'« 
of all good ktngs. 
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It tnuft be allowed, faid Juftinian, that 
they arc too much deprcffed ; but happily 
little is wanting to that race of men, enured 
as they are to penury and labour ! Beyond 
the excitements of appetite and the firfl: 
wants of nature their ambition never rifes ; 
let them have bread, and they have content 
along with it. 

To fay the truth, ray good neighbour, 
replied Belifarius, one would imagine that 
you had lived your days in courts, for you 
are mafter of the language. What you 
have now advanced, rings for ever in the ear 
of a prince, that he may be the more readi- 
ly induced to pillage his people, and that he 
may do it without remorfe. The people. 
It is true, have not the inordinate wants^ 
which luxury has created in the higher 
ranks ctf* life ; and therefore, they are more 
likely to be reafonable in their complaints 
and their demands. The more frugal and 
modeft their way of life, the more fober and 
temperate their manners, the ftronger is the 
prefumption that when they remonftrate 
their grievances, they do it with fufficient 
provocation. Iti the court di(5lionary, to 
want the neceflaries of life implies the want 
of ability to maintain twenty ufelefs horfes, 
and as many idle drones in livery : in the 
honeft meaning of the fimple hulbandman, 
it is to want wherewithal to nourifli a poor 
oJd father^ bending under ^eits 2Lt\di \vsSvt • 
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r true point of light j 
hhe mifcnief lies, that 
pandman groan in mi- 
Lt fupefior clafs, as it 
■way the hours in idle- 
n the whole burthen § 
"nduftry. They reap 
__^cs of the civil union, 
: lealt to its fupport ; 
e ftrergrh and digni- 
;, which gives them 
lymcnt. They lepay 
ts they receive, and 
li.-ems a privileged, an 
■, . Let this abufe be al- 
..t the neceffary charge 
I jiilt proportions upon 
ui immunity ; let it be 
.iidtTs of men, accord- 
hid abilities of each, and 
Ben be light and equi- 

I attempted, faid the 

leltablilh this juft eqvia- 

II Have not the De- 

curions, 

J palace: Vafi . 



! vindil'iQ habita 1 

ivilum, ^iitrum Iriiula popular 

tpauprm) el vf^'galiiut «4ra 
fLk Dei. 
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curions, who were bafe enoiigh in the 
mciit of the cities committed to thei 
over-rate fome, in order to give undii 
emptions to others *, been adjudged I 
law to be burnt alive f 

Alas ! replied Belifarius, I know thai 
favour is fbewn to thofc unhappy wre 
For not fufficLcndy grinding the face ( 
pogr, they are laid in irons, un-men 
fcourged and buffeted, and perfecute 
jder the name of juftice, with every 1 
lity, till they envy even the lot offh 
But for the regents of provinces, fo 
confuls, and other minifters, are ther 
and dungeons ready ? And fuppofing 
were, of what ufe are pains and pen 
while the mouth of Complaint is (kc 
and the cries of Mifery are fuffbcated ? 
laws abate of their feverity, fo they 1 
free courfe, and injured men are pen 
to profecute their legal remedy. 

The liberty to complain of griev 
faid Juftinian, has been the right of th 
pie in all periods. 

It has fo, replied Belifarius, it isa^ 
tutional right, but the the exercife of 
depended upon the will and pleafurc < 
ordinate tyrants. + Have not attempt 
made to attach the perfons of prei 

"• Cod, Hi, i. de Cenjih, 

f Traite de lOrig, dugawo, Fr, 

f Trmtf de tOrig. du gow* Fr, 
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and prefers, that cities and provinces might 
be at liberty to appeal to the court for a 
redrcfe of injuries, in which thofe very men 
were either principals or accomplices ? And 
could any method be taken more fure of 
procuring impunity for the offenders ? The 
law dire(5ls its minifters * to prevent vio- 
lence and exaftions ; and thole very mini- 
fters are the party accufed. The law im- 
• pofes a religious duty upon the governors 
of provinces + to pr-otedt the weak from the 
oppreflion of the ftronger and thofe very 
governors have at once the means of op- 
preffing, and even the power of doing it 
. under the fan(5tion of that very law which 
. forbids them t. The law defines the grofs 
\ fum of the tax ; but prefidents and pro- 
confuls make the aflclTment upon indivi- 
duals U and they never want fophrftry to 
give a colour to their exa<5lions. The law 
gives a right of citing the tools and little 
inftrumentS'of the governor before the go- 
vernor himfelfg; but from his tribunal 
there lies no f appeal to the fovereign, and 

• Jllfcitas exaCliones, et vhlentlas facias et txtortaj 
tneiUy venditsones, ifc probiheat frajes frovincU. Pand. 
Jik. i. ///. 18. 

+ Ne potentiores viri humiliores injuriu afficmnt, ad 
rcUgionem frafidis prov'tncia -pertinet. Ibid. 

J Qui univcrfas prwincias reguntyjus giadii habent. lb, 

I Novell. 28. 

§ Det operant judex ut prcptorium fuum sffc companaU 
Cod. Theod.//^ i. tit. lo. 

IF Nm poteft a prafeSlis pratorio afellaru Crcdtdit 
-^mnv friadjfs cos^ aui ci Jfngularm induftr\(mi exjlora- 
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this we are told, is grounded upon a max- 
im, That the prince raifcs none to that high 
ilation, but men of approved wifiiom and 
upright nefs, who can do no wrong. But 
cannot the prince be deceived in his choice ? 
To trufl: the welfare of a whole people to 
the promifed faith of one man, is a mon- 
ftrous abfurdity in government. Juflinian was 
aware of this, and to reform the abufe re-efta- 
blidied the Prjetorfhip, with full powers and 
inllrudions to enquire into the condufl 
and depredations of the governors *. But 
in doing this he created a new order of ty- 
rants, whofe rcfidence in the provinces gave 
an opportunity to corruption to ipread as it 
were by contagion, till they, who were 
meant to be the guardians of the people, 
became confederates in profligacy, and en- 
creafed the number of vile ufurpers. Hence 
the impunity with which vice lords it thro* 
the empire; hence too, the . fliameful im- 
becility of relaxed and inefFeftual laws, t 

What 

ta eorumfide it gravitate ad ejus officsi magnhudinem ad- 
hibcntur nm aliter judicaturos^ pro fapseniia ac luce £§' 
nitatis, quam ipfi foret jndicaturus. Pand. W. u 
tit. II. 

* Ut prator prohibeat exa£lores tributorum fufeipere ft 
exequi mandata qua malo more a fede prafeChi exeunt ^ if 
mwis reficiendiSf de viis fternendiSi et aliis oneribus hfi- 
nitis, Novell. 24. 

+ Vidj Paud. lih. xlviii. Leg, Juh repetuniatw\ 
Jt^g, Jul, de annond ; leg. Jul, ^culatur. Cod. Thcod. 
//p. iv» /it, I Zm Cod. )uCt« (ib. V D« cenjlb^ 
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What would you do in fuch.a.cafe^ faid 
the emperor? i would liftcnjl replied Belin 
farius, to the outcries of the injured, and 
proud opprefiion fhould tremble for its 
guilt. 

There is among the various inftitutions: 
cftablilhed by the princes of the empire, one 
that I reverence, and fervently wiQi to fee- 
enforced according to the true principles 
and fpirit of itsdelign. When in the num- 
ber ofper{bns,to whom the authority of go-» 
vernment is delegated, I perceived a fct of. 
officers fent into the provinces ♦ with fpecial 
powers to hear the complaints of the peo-^ 
pie, in order totranfiuit a memorial of grie* 
vances to the emperor, I felt my heart ex- 
pand with the fpirit of humanity. My 
vows are offered up, my conftant prayers, 
that the prince may give that important of- 
fice all its weight and dignity ; that he may 
nominate to fo glorious an employment his 
feledt and moft virtuous friends, the men 
of approved integrity, and honour ; that 
amidft the awful pomp of religious ceremo-* 
ny, he may receive, at the foot of the altar, 
the folemn oath, by which the chofen pa^ 
triots (hall bind themfelves to their prince, 
their country, and their God, never to be- 
tray the intereftsof the weak and helplefs to 
the pride and arrogance of domineering 
fpirits i that he may each year depute this 

Hz ^ VioYv^^ 

• ThcjrwerecaikdCvKio^u 
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honed band as the guardians of our civil 
rights : and that he may/ as ibon as their 
high commidion is executed, recal them to 
his prefence^ left .corruption have time to 
tamper with their virtue. Were things in 
this train, what glorious efFeifls might 
be cxpedted from fuch a vidtation J The 
confequences are now before ray eyes i Be- 
hold, on the arrival of the juft and upright 
man, how Liberty rears its head in the pro- 
vinces, and fmiles content! how Tyranny 
and Oppreflion look abaftied and tremble ! 
Behold the governors, the proconfuls, and 
their deputies turn pale and ihrink at the 
tribunal of their judge, who is furrounded 
by a grateful .aflfembly of the people, and 
hailed as their fatheraad their ayengcr ! It is 
the complaint of kings, that the Truth docs 
not reach them ! But oh, my friends ! Ihe 
endeavours to make her way to them, and 
even to break through their guards, in defi- 
ance of fwords and peril. Yet how eafy 
might the accefs be made. It would nc^ 
then be the fcditious outcr^y of .a tumultu- 
ous people, but the calm xemonflrance of 
the wife and good, offering up with refpeft- 
ful deference, at the foot of the throne, the 
fupplications of humanity. How rare would 
be the flagrant outrages committed in the 
very name of the fovereign, if thus annually 
they were to undergo a fevers and fl:ri(5t exf 
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amination while the fword of juftice is 
ready in the fovereign's hand to fall on 
every guilty head ! 

Of all ranks in fociety, the military clafs 
is that where licentioufnefs and diforder are 
likely to prevail with impunity. But let 
difcipline be enforced with due rigour 
throughout the army ; let partiality never 
glide into the adminiftration of juftice ; and 
a few examples, fuch as Juftinian has held 
forth to the world, will controul the wildeft 
and moft daring fpirits. 

To what example do you allude, faid the 
emperor ? — You fhall hear, replied Belifa- 
rius : it is, in my judgment, the brightefl 
paflTage of his reign. The generals who com- 
manded at Colchis, had imbrued their hands 
in royal blood. The king of the Lazians, 
even then in alliance with the emperor, was 
inhumanly murdered. Without delay Juf- 
tinian fent Athanafius, one of the moft diftin- 
guifhed (enators, with inftruflions and full 
powers to hold an enquiry into the conduift 
of the delinquents, and, after a full hear- 
ing, to pronounce judgment, and fee the 
fentence of the law executed on the guilty. 
Athanafius, who was now judge in the laft 
refbrt, conduced this important bufinefs 
with all the pomp and folemnity the occa- 
fion required. On one of the fmaller hills 
of Caucafus he fixed his tribunal, and there, 
in the fight of the Lazian army^ thevsvvix- 
defers of the king were beht^<^.^dL. ^vx 
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commiffions of this nature call for men fu- 
perior to corruption, of which, indeed, the 
number is miferably thinned by the weak 
and proftrate condition of the fenate. 

How ! faid Tiberius, are you a zealot 
for that defpotic order, thofe enemies of 
civil liberty, men of boundlefs arrogance in 
power, fubmiffive to ufurpation, and ever 
ready to enflave or be enllaved ? 

When 1 bemoan the want of a fenate, 
replied Belifarius, I do not regret what it 
was; I regret what it might have been. 
There is in every government a tendency 
to arbitrary power : for it is perhaps natu- 
ral to man to fet up his own will as a law to 
others. By their rigid behaviour, their in- 
flexible pride, and domineering arrogance, 
the fenate made their adminiftration odious; 
and mankind, harrafled out, began to con- 
ceive hopes that the government of one 
might prove more mild and equitable ; they 
preferred it, therefore, to the tyranny dF 
the.few. The fovereign, thus eftabUrfied, 
grew jealoufly fond of the fole authority, 
and upon the ruins of the fenate he was de- 
termined to build up his prerogative. As 
he advanced in his encroachment, a panic 
feized the fenate, and the whole order 
crouched at once with a meannefs that ex- 
ceeded even the wifhes of the new hiafter : 
even Tiberius bluflied for their fervility *. 
But it is eafy to conceive, that the fenate, 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. i. 
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when it loft the power of doing evil, might 
ftill retain that of rendering fervice to the 
public; that it might give to government 
an air of conftitutional authority ; and being 
an intermediate order between the fovereign 
and the people, might conne6t and ftrength- 
en the whole force of the community. And 
yet it is not in this view that I regard the 
fenate. I confider it as a feminary of ftatef- 
men and of heroes, where at all times 
might be found a fet of great and eminent 
chara^ers, ufed alike to the fword and to 
the fcales of juftice, diftinguifhed both in 
council and the field, and fully inftruft- 
ed how to give fupport to government 
by falutary laws and military force. It is 
from that nurfery of men, all trained to 
truth, to knowledge, and to virtue, that the 
fovereign would be always able to feledl his 
ininifters, his generals, his governors, and 
his officers of every fort. Let there be oc- 
c«fion now for a man of principle, wifdom, 
and ability 5 where is he to be found ? 
How is he to be known ? Where lias he di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf ? Muft the fate of a 
whole people be riiked before he can have 
a decided character ? Can a Regulus, a Fa- 
bius, or a Scipio, be formed by the new in- 
ftitution of an imperial militia to do duty 
about the palace * ? Inftead of a public ca- 

H 4 reer 

♦ This new-fangled order condfted tS. tVvt tvr\ t:v\- 
giUrate and the officers of the revenue, T\v^ ^t.w^^'^ 
wds -merged in it by the poVic.y of ihc cm^ttox^. 
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reer of emulation, where the fbldiery is 
enured to the excrcifeof arms, where ta- 
lents enter the lifts, where virtue is called 
forth into open day-light, where the cha- 
racters of men difplay themfelves to the i 
world, and the powers of genius are un- 
folded, and abilities prefs forward in the 
race of glory ; inftead of this bright fchool 
of honour, all generous contention is fup- 
prefled, and employments of dignity, that 
Ihould be the reward of merit only, are now 
given as a compliment to the accidental 
circumftances of birth, or partially dealt out 
by the hand of court favour* From this 
(burce fpring all the evils, which, like a tor- 
rent, threaten to overwhelm the ftate. 

What would you adv ife, faid the empe- 
ror ? When men have degenerated into vice 
and profligacy ; when the whole race is de- 
graded, and after painful endeavours to ap- 
point for the beft, nothing great or good 
can be feparated from the general mafs o[ 
the times ^ judgment then may be weary 
of deliberating, and he who finds that he 
chufeb, only to err, may reafonably defireto 
wave the fatigue of thinking to no purpofe. 

That is concluding too hallily, replied Be- 
lifarius ; though often baffled in the choice, 
yet the fovereign fhould not be difcou- 
raged. Total depravity never happens; 
honed: men are always to be found ; and if 
not found, they are to be made. They will 
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be made, if the love of virtue, and penetra- 
tion to diftinguifh it, form the chara<5ler b¥ 
the prince. Farewel, my friends, the topic 
I have juft llarted (hall be difcuffed at our 
next meeting; and it will be nounpleafing 
enquiry, if we find, as I think we (hall, that 
to reform the worft abufes, depends upon 
the volition of a Hngle man. 

Belifarius feems to reft every thing upon 
the weak irrcfolute will of the prince, faid 
Juftinian to Tiberius : But can a mere aft 
of the will bellow difcernment, orafcertain 
a proper choice ? Is he not aware of the 
falfe appearances under which inen difguife 
themfelves ?— That men will be born fuch 
as you chufe they ihould, faid. Tiberius, as 
if nature were fubjedl to political authority, 
is a propodtion that embarraflfes me much. 
Yet Belifarius has a large and coraprehen- 
five mind: his years and his misfortunes 
have opened to Jiim many veins of reflec- 
tion ; and it will be well worth while to 
liften to him. 
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CHAP. XlU. 



ON their aWval the following day, they 
found Belifarius employed with his 
man Paulinus, in the cultivation of his gar- 
den. Had you arrived,' faid he, a moment 
fooner, you would have leamt, afe I myfelf 
have done, a[n excellent leflbn in the art of 
governing; for nbthing bears fo ftrong a 
refemblance to political oeconomy as the 
management of plants, and my gardener, 
who is here at hand, reafons upon the mat- 
ter like another Solon; 

As the emperor and Tiberius were walk- 
ing a turn with the hero, the young man 
dated to him the feveraf fefleftions they 
had made, together with the reafons upon 
which they founded an opinion that he was 
wrong in his laft propofition. 

It is too true, replied Belifarius, that a 
prince furrounded in his palace by a circle 
of courtiers and of flatterers, will have but 
little knowledge of mankind ; but what (hall 
reftrain him from breaking through the 
fence, from being communicative and eafy 
of accefs ? Affability in a fovereign is an en- 
quiry into that truths which will be difgui- 
fed by his flaves, but nevfer with-held from 
him by the friend of the people, the honeft 
Au/bandman, and t\\t toxx^ Ntx^^^xv Coldier. 
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From them he will hear the voice of the 
public , that voice which is the oracle kings 
ought to confult, the heft, the unerring de- 
cider of merit and of virtue I Let that ora- 
cle pronounce what men are fit for fervants 
of the ftate, and an erroneous choice will 
feldom be made. To fay the whole in a 
few words, the fovereign's attention ought 
to be direcled only to two objeds, which 
are, the counfellors of Hate, and the men 
who are to carry the plans of the cabinet in- 
to exfecution : if the former are fit for their 
'high office, I will be refponfible for the lat- 
ter. The whole depends upon having near 
his perfbn men worthy. of their ftation. 
Theodoric had but one faithful advifer, the 
virtuous Cafliodorus, and the glory of his 
reign is known to the univerfe. 1 will take 
upon me to fay, that even at court there are 
not wanting infallible criterions of honour 
and fidelity. Severity of manners, difin- 
terefted condu6t, the lionefl: firmnefs of 
truth, a generous ardour in the caufe of in- 
nocence, unfhaken conftancy in friendfhip^ 
a zeal for virtue that never veers about with 
the gales of/fortune, and a reverence for the 
laws; thefe are the features ofchara(Sler by 
which a prince may know how to diflinguifh 
among men, and to determine his choice. 
Would you know the tokens which fhould 
make him profcribe men from his prefence? 
They are more legible and certain thacv t\\^ 
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former; for virtue may be counterfeit, but 
the charadter of vice is feldom adted. As 
foon as it appears, you may believe it ge- 
nuine. For example, If I were a king, the 
man who once (liould dare to ta'k with con- 
tempt of my people, with levity of the du- 
ties of my ftation, or fhould attempt to var- 
nifh with flattery the abufe of my preroga- 
tive, that man ihould never rank in the lift 
of my friends. Moreover, to an obfervant 
eye, that marks the ways of the world, there 
are never wanting certain traces of charac- 
ter, which, through the veil of diffimula- 
tion, betray the habitual fentiment, and de- 
velope the inward man. I have heard much 
of the profound impofture of courtiers : but 
impofture is as well known as" candor it- 
felf; and (hould the fovereign be impofed 
upon, the public voice will undeceive him. 
Let him therefore give his efteem and con- 
tidence to the worthy, and he will be fure 
to be properly informed in every delibera- 
tion : for truth and virtue will then fit at 
his council-board. 

But do you confider, faid the emperor, 
what a number of the good and virtuous 
he will have occafion for, that the free 
courfe of juftice and the dignity of his reign 
may be fupported in their vigour ? Where 
is he to find the men to complete fo ho- 
nourable a lift 1 

Hu- 
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Human nature, replied Belifariiis, will 
always fupply him. Let fovereigns know 
how to ufe them, and ftie will never be 
defedive. — And to diredl that ufe, faid 
Juftinian, can there be a better rule than 

that of wholefome and falutary laws ? 

That will go a great way, replied Belifa- 
rius; but it is not all: the manners arc 
not, in many inftanccs, within the controul 
of law. 

And how then, faid Juftinian, are inve- 
terate habits, to which time has given a 
kind of prefcription, to be efFedtually chan- 
ged f 

My gardener will inform you, replied 
Belifarius. Here, Paulinus; When a nox- 
ious herb (hoots up among your plants, 

what do you do ? 1 take it up by the 

root, anfwered the honeft gardener. — But 
why, inftead of weeding it, don't you lop 
it? — Why, it would fprout again, and 
there would be no end of the trouble : and 
befides, good fir, it is at the root it fucks in 
the juices of the earth, and that it is our 
bufmefs to prevent. — You hear him, my 
friends, faid Belifarius; he has given you 
an abridgment of the law. The law, it is 
true, retrenches, as far as it is able, the 
crimes of fociety ; but the vices that give 
birth to thofe crimes are fufFered to remain, 
whereas they ought to be weeded and torn 
up by the root. Nor is that an im!3ra<Slv- 
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cable (cheme : for all vices, at leaft thofc 
of the court, have one common root, and 
grow out of the fame feed. — And what is 
that pray, faid Tiberius ? — Inordinate de- 
fire, replied Belifarius: and whether that 
defire be underftood to import avarice, that 
loves to hoard, or rapacity, that delights 
in fquandering ; there is nothing fordid and 
unworthy but what fprings from that fource. 
Inhumanity, fraud, treachery, ingratitude, 
envy, malice, and all the vices that make 
the gradation to the higheft iniquity, are 
modes of the fame depravity of heart, that 
breaks out in every fpecies of meannels 
and of pride. It goes on in a courfe of 
depredation upon mankind, and with the 
fpoils of the weak, pampers itfeif in riot, 
voluptuous enjoyment, and every fort of 
profligacy and corruption. Thus the love 
of riches infedts the whole fyftem of the 
manners. Does it kindle ambition ? Per- 
fidy and fraud are mingled with what 
othervvife miglit be a noble paflion. Is 
courage ever grafted upon covetoufnefs ? 
From the ftock on which it grows, even 
courage (hall derive the pernicious quali- 
ties that debafe it into a vice. The moft 
brilliant talents are by avarice tinged with 
the (tain of venalityj and the foul, which is 
cnflaved by it, is for ever fet up to audlion, 
to be bought by the higheft bidder. 

From 
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From this fource, this fatal defire of 
amaffing weahh, fpring all the crimes that 
difturb the community. Of this vice, 
whoft tyranny afflidts the univerfe. Luxury 
is the parent ; for, to make its genealogy 
clear. Luxury engenders various wants: by 
thefe Avarice is begot; and Avarice, to 
gratify her purpofes, is obliged to league 
with Oppreffion. From hence it is clear, 
that to lay the axe to the root of the mif- 
chief, we muft begin with Luxury : there 
jTiuft commence the grand revolution in 
the manners. 

But that, faid the emperor, will be to 
wage war with an hydra; one head is ftruck 
off, and thoufands grow in its room. To 
ufe a comparifon more analogous ; Luxury 
is a Proteus, which is never to be chained, 
but eludes the touch in different fliapes. I 
will go farther, faid the emperor : the cau- 
fes and the efFe(5ts of Luxury, its connec- 
tions and its interefts, form a fyftem (b 
compounded of good and evil, that, were it 
poflible to reftrain or to ddlroy it, I (b^uld 
much doubt whether the former wooild be 
endured, or the latter prove in the end an 
advantage to the ftate. 

I grant you, replied Beliferius, that luxu- 
ry in therftate is like a.fet of wicked and 
evil men: who have entrenched thcmfelve$ 
in great; connexions: meafurcs are kept 
with them in the beginning on account of 
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their party : but in the end they are ordered 
into confinement^ as enemies of the ftate. 
I (hall not, however, go fo far. Let us 
fet out with fadts, which I myfelf have 
feen. Luxury, it has been faid, is of ufe 
in capital cities, I do not believe the po- 
fition : but, be that as it may, in a camp 
I am fure it is pernicious. When Pompey 
obferved the foldiers of Caefar living upon 
roots that grew wildly in the fields. They 
are J faid he, an herd of brute beqfts ; he (hould 
have laid, ^hey are men. The primary qua- 
lity of a general is to hazard his life; the 
fecond, to circumfcribe his paffions and his 
wants within the bounds of reafon and of 
nature ; and this laft, to the man enervated 
by voluptuous indolence, will be a tafk of 
the moft difficult felf-denial. The people 
that fhall endeavour, amidft the rough 
fcenes of war, to enjoy the fofter delica- 
cies of peace, will ftrive to reconcile two 
things wholly incompatible, and will nei- 
ther be able to bear profperity nor the re- 
veres of fortune. To be vidlorious will 
not anfwer their purpofe ; they muft riot in 
abundance -, and ftiould that happen not to 
be the confcquence, even vidlory will lofe 
its charms. The camp where frugality and 
fober manners prevail, will beiiill of fpirit 
and manly vigour ; it will be, asr I may fay, 
on the wing; while the army which is dif- 
/bJved in luxury grows (lu^ifti^ daftardly. 
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and inadtive. By temperance all the ad- 
vantages of inward ftrength and outward 
refource are managed and fecured ; and, on 
the other hand, they are all thrown away 
by prodigality, till at length defolation, 
famine, pale difmay, and ftamefiil flight, 
conclude the war with infamy and difgrace. 
To the people foftened by effeminacy, eve- 
ry enterprise appears above their llrength : 
the principle of valour may remain, but 
the power of executing is gone; and the 
enemy that knows how to harrafs and fa- 
tigue, need not endeavour to vanquilh: the 
delays of war will have the efficacy of fo 
many battles. 

Nor does the whole mifchief of luxury 
confift in wafting the vigour of the body; 
it ftrikes corruption to the very foul. The 
man of wealth and affluence, who leads 
pleafure and luxury in his train, diffufes a 
contagion through the camp ; and the fof- 
dier of fortune, aftiamed to be outdone by 
his equal in the army, becomes his com- 
petitor in profligacy, and for a fhew of 
vain glory, incurs real diflionour. To 
riches and fplendor of appearance efteem 
is offered up as a tribute, while poverty 
falls into contempt, and fober virtue is a- 
baJhed by ridicule : then farewel to all ; 
there can be no deeper perdition. This, 
my friends, is not a fiftitious account of 
luxury ; it is the hlftory of what I Vi^iN^fe^w,^ 



i62 B E L I S A R I U S. 

I know full well, faid Tiberius, that you 
banilhed it from your armies : pray inform 
me how was that accompliflied ? — Without 
any kind of difficulty, replied Belifarius: 
I cafhiered it from my own tent, and made 
it appear throughout the ranks in a con- 
temptible light. Againft the venom of 
pride, contempt is a powerful antidote! I 
had learned that a young Afiatic had ulher- 
cd into my camp the foft indulgences of 
his native clime ; that he repofed himfelf 
under a purple pavilion, and drank out of 
golden goblets; that his table fmoaked 
with the rareft didies, and fparkled with 
the moil exquifite wines. I invited him 
to dine with me, and in the prefence of 
his comrades. Young man, faid I, you fee 
we live here upon homely fare ; we are of- 
ten worfe ferved, and it is what we have 
to expe(ft; for in the race of glory it is 
our lot very often to want bread. Your 
delicacy, take my word for it, will meet 
frequent difappointments in this hardy 
courfe of life, and therefore I would advife 
you to take your leave of the army. He 
received this reproach with due fenfibility, 
made an apology for his conducfl, and dif- 
charged his retinue. — And was that Admo- 
nition fufficient? interpofed Tiberius.— 
Without doubt it was, replied Belifarius; 
for my own example gave weight to my 
^ p/ecepts ; and,. btf\dts> xVv^ clvaraAer of ir- 
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refolution never belonged to me. — But fure- 
ly this feverity of life mull have occafioned 
great complaints ! — ^^When the law is equal 
and expedient, it is obeyed without mur- 
muring. — Very true; but to be humbled 
to the level of the poor muft have been an 
hardfhip upon the rich man. — That may 
poflibly be the cafe; but to counter-ba- 
lance that inconvenience, it was agreeable 
to the poor man to fee the rich undiftin- 
guifhed ; and the poor in all quarters of 
the world are the greateft party. — Yes; 
but in courts the rich have the ftrongcft in- 
fluence. — They have fo, and they revenged 
themfelvcs by my ruin : and yet, far from 
repenting, I fhould acfl in the very fame 
manner again ; for the vigour of the foul, 
like that of the body, is the refult of tem- 
perance. Without temperance, there is 
nothing generous and difinterefted; and 
without difintereftednefs, not a fingle virtue. 
I enquired of a fliepherd one day why his 
dogs were fo faithful : Becaufe, faid he, 
they live on bread. Had they been nou- 
rjfhed with^ flefh, they would be no better 
than wolves. I was much ftruck with this 
reply. In general, the fureft way to controuJ 
the progrefs of vice, is to retrench the wants 
occafioned by evil habits. — All this is prac- 
ticable in an army, faid the emperor, but 
merely vifionary, nay impoflible, in a flate. 
Between civil inftitutions and military \v^ 
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there is a wide difference : by the latter, li- 
berty is much abridged, and fettered with 
drift limitations. No law whatever re- 
ftrains a member of fociety from enriching 
himfelf by fair and honeft means; and l 
when wealth is acquired, no law can diveft 
him of the right of difpofing of it, or pre- 
vent a quiet enjoyment of his property. It 
is the fruit of his induftry, his labour, and 
his talents, or it was tranfmitted to him by I 
his anceftors. He is at liberty to diffipate, or ' 
to gratify his avarice by concealing his trea- 
fure. — I fubfcribe to what you fay, faid Be- 
lifarius. — I go ftill further, continued the 
emperor : if the riches of the community 
are engrofled by a particular clafs of men, 
it is fit that they fhould be diffufed, and 
that labour and induftry (hould derive their 
Ihare from the hand of idlenefs. — 1 concur 
with you in that alfo, faid the hero. — I will 
add, refumed Juftinian, that fenfuality, 
oftentation, fplenddr of appearance, the ca- 
prices of tafte, the coquetry of fafhion, the 
refinements of effeminacy, and the whims 
of vanity, are all little blemiflies ih the man- 
ners, which the policy of every ftate con- 
nives at, and of which, without a degree of 
tyranny* no law can take cognizance.— 
Heaven forbid, faid Belifarius, that I fhould 
defire to bring down the weight of law upon 
matters of this fort! — Now then you fee, 
continued the emperor^ that luxury (lands 
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protedcd by all ihat is held facred and in- 
violable amongft men, by Liberty, by the 
rights of property, and, 1 may add, public 
utility. — I agree to all, faid Belifarius, ex- 
cept that laft point. — To clear that from 
obje<Sions, 4aid the prince, you will allow 
that luxury animates the arts, and bids 
them thrive and flourifli; that it^^ncourages 
induftry, and excites a fpirit of a(5livity and 
emulation, offering to the habit df indolence 
and the love of idlenefs new incentives 6f 
defire, artificial wants, and ftudied gratifi- 
cations. 

I allow^ faid Belifarius, that luxury, for 
thofc who have been addidted to it, has ite 
allurements ; and that it is profitable to the 
men who ftudy to heighten thofe allure* 
ments, and gratify defire : that the law 
(hould leave that commerce free and open, 
I likewife admit. Is not this what you con« 
tend for ? 

I contend for fbmething further, replied 
the emperor: I maintain, that the influ- 
ence of luxury, by progreffive degrees, dif- 
fiifes itfelf through every dafs of the com- 
munity, even down to thofc who work and 
labour. It is beneficial to fhem, for it 
opens a vent for their commodities, and 
yields a quick return for their induftry. 

It is upon this point, faid Belifarius, that 
appearances miflead you: for that which 
comes to the fliare of the labowtvcv^ xvx-axv 
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from the hapd of prodigality, only re- 
verts back to the original owner : it was 
firil taken from him by avarice; and if 
it return to him, it is becaufe luxury can- 
not prevent it. Recal to mind the idea 
which I formerly fuggefted, of the primi- 
tive ftate of fociety : what is the end it has 
in view ? Is it not to render man ufeful to 
man ? And in that fyftem, is not the right 
which one man has to the labours of ano- 
ther, foimded on reciprocal conditions? 
If fo, what muft be faid of him, who cm- 
ploys thoufands to anfwer the multiplicity 
of his wants, without contributing on his 
part to the fervice of others? He is like a 
fterile and pernicious herb that grows to 
feed in a field of wheat. Such is the rich 
man who loiters his days in idlenefs and 
luxury. For him the bufy part of fociety 
are at work ; and with a cold difregard li 
receives the produfls of their labour, as a 
tribute due to him. To fupply his defire, 
and adminifter to his pleafures, feenpis the 
employment of all nature; the elements, 
the moil exquifite viands, the ^rts, and the 
choiceft efforts of invention, are all his. 
He partakes of all, and is uncorKl\u:ivc 
himfelf to any ufeful end : he engroffes 
from the public fervice a number of hands 
for his own purpofes. He doep the duty of 
none, and dies at laft without leaving any 

void, 
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void, but that of the good things he has 
confumed. * 

I am not clear as to this point, faid Tibc- ' 
rius ; for it feems to me that he is not alto* 
gether fo great an incumbrance as you 
imagine. For if he does not throw the 
fruits of his own talents into the general 
fund ; . if he does not impart to the public, 
his own a(Sivity aad powers ; yet he circu- 
lates his money, and that^ioes full as well. 
Hold, my young friend, faid Belifarius; 
money is a mere fymbol of valuation, a 
general ftandard denoting the worth of the 
thing we receive, and a pledge for the re- 
turn of it. It anfwers the purpufts of mu- 
tual commerce, and gives facility to the 
traffic between man and man : but he, who 
in the courfe of that traffic gives only the 
lymbol, and never parts with the reality, 
breaks the true law of commutation, in 
order to poflefs himfelf of that for which 
he never pays in kind. The pawn which 
he depofits, difpenfes with the contraft, in- 
flcad of binding it clofer. Let the magiC- 
trate keep painful vigils for the public fafe- 
ty; let the foldier fight the battles of his 
country ; and let the hufbandman and arti- 
ficer work inceflantly; the right of the 
rich man to their joint fcrvices, is annually 
renewed, and his privilege to be infignifi- 
cant, is (lamped upon his gold/ 

In this manner, faid Tiberius^ \.\vt ^w\^ 
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is hired in the fervice of opulence. — It is 
fo, my young friend continued Belilarius; 
and the rich man is at no other trouble 
than that of paying, in the detail to the 
whole community, the wages of their fer- 
vitude. — But (hould there be fuch a flate 
of fervitude? enquired Tiberius. Why 
ftiould any government endure thefe men of 
overgrown opulence ? — Becaufe, replied 
the hero, the law fecures to every indivi- 
dual the poffeffion t3if the property he has 
acquired; and nothing can be fb juftly ac- 
quired, as the fruit of labour, induftry, and 
knowledge. With the Ifberty of acquiring, 
the right of pofleffing, is naturdly con-i 
neifled ; and property, as well as liberty, 
is a civil right not to be violated. ♦ k is, 
without doubt, an evil, that the opulent 
Ihould have in their power to throw the 
whole load of their own exiftence, and that 
of their tram, upon the community; but 
it would be a more <:rying evil, were the 
principles of emulation fuprefled, and 
indurtry diverted of a fecure title to its 
poflcflions. Let us therefore not com- 
plain 

• A philofoplicr at Athens fonnd a trcafnre that had 
Ibccn hid in his ground. He wrote to the emperor 
Trajan, I have found a treafure, Trajan anfwcrcd, that 
he had nothing to do but to enjoy it. It is too much 
for a ph'tlojopker to ufe^ replied the other. Then raakc 
a wrong ufe of it, fa\d iVit Jjtvaft^, ^^uAader Seve- 
ral thought the ikmc. 
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plain of incurable evils. As long as there 
are degrees of acftivity, indirflry, and oeco- 
nomy, there will alfo be degrees of happi- 
nefs and inequality in the conditions of 
mankind. The more flouriftiing the ftate^ 
the more ftriking will that inequality be; 
and yet to level thofe conditions, is a 
power that no legiflature will ufurp. 

Let us avow then, faid the emperor, 
that luxury has its ufe ; for it tends, by 
its wants and its expences, to compound 
with the public for the very inequality 
complained of. In other words, luxuiy 
exhaufts its own riches, and bids them 
flow among the people. — I acknowledge 
it, replied Belifarius, riches (hould have as 
many vents as poffible through which td 
difFufe themfelves abroad. I do not mean 
to argue, that the man of affluence fhould 
be obliged to hoard his riches, or that any 
rule of policy fliould prefcribe the ufe to 
be made of them. The law, I Iwive al^ 
ready faid, fhould content itfelf with 
charging the public with the neceflkies of 
government : Farther than this k fhould 
not go ; the reft of every man*s acquifi- 
tion fliould be left tinexcifed, in fuch 
manner that the flatc fliould draw its ne- 
ceflary fupplies from the fuperfluity of its 
fubjefts. Opinion will do the reft.— Opi- 
nion ! faid the emperor — Yes, opimoo, 
replied Belifarius: that and. that otvl^^ 
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without conftraint and violence, will arrange 
all things in their proper order ; and it is 
thence alone that we arc to expert a revo- 
lution in the manners* 

A revolution of this fort appears difficult 
to you; but it depends entirely upon the 
will and the example of the fovercign. Let 
him be equal and impartial to merit ; let 
the man of modeft referve and fimplicity 
of manners be fure of the beft reception 
at court ; let the prince proclaim his con- 
tempt of oilentatious expence, and emafcu- 
lating luxuries: let him behold with an eye 
of diidain the flavcs of luxury ; let him 
view with regards of chearfulnefs and re- 
fpeft, the men who labour for the public 
good, and the court will foon take the tone 
of fimpk manoeri^y enobl^d by wifdom 
and fiugftiity. ^Oflentation will norjonger 
be honour^blci itwill not even be decent. 
fi, becoming aufterity of life will take the 
place of licentiou&efs; every thing frivo- 
lous will give way to wildom ; perfonal 
merit; will be the beft letter of recommen- 
daiioni wd pomp aiid, vanity will be left to 
the empty pleafvres of felf-applaufe. Oh! 
.my fri^pds! how i;apid would be their falh! 
You know how docile ami imitative tb^ 
metropolis is i howt^fy to be. moulded to 
the example of the court ! That which grows 
into efteem is (bon in falhion. The good 
,.)P|d fn^ality oi^ce K^ftored, .difintereftad* 

tied 
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nefs would follow, and bring in her train 
heroic manners. The man of ability to be 
ufeful, perceiving inordinate defires no 
longer, in vogue, and freed from the de- 
bafing wants of luxury, would foon find the 
fentiments of honour taking root in his 
heart; the love of his country, and an 
ardor for glory would warm the breaft of 
fr^dom, and emulation would kindle up 
its generouis? flame. Alas! did the fovereign 
know his afcendant over the minds of men, 
with what facility he can mould them to 
his will, he would enjoy it as his fweetcft 
power, his heft and moft refpecftable prero- 
gative; and yet it is the only regal attri- 
bute of which he is entirely ignorant. 

. By what, influence, faid Juflintan, Ih^li 
the (QVi^eignf be able to controul a tafte for 
amuTement, the love of pleafure, and the 
luft of money ? Of what confequencie is it 
to him, whofe every fenfe is intoxicated 
with voluptuoufncfs, whether the court ap^- 
proves or cenfures his condudk-? Will the 
prince be aUe to reftrain the man:, who(e 
power of wealth is great, from making his 
own ufe of the induftrious ? Can he hinder 
him from being encompafied with delights ? 
from making the arts fubfervient to his gra- 
tifications? No, replied BeKiiarius : But if it 
be agreeable to the fovereign he can brand 
effeminacy with (harbe^ and indolence with 
^a>ntempt : be caii exclude diiS£ation^ vvct.^ 



i 
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farius of two eminent men, which, accor- 
ding to your ideas, gavre the greatefl: dig- 
nity and even majefly to the Roman ienate, 
the rich Luculhis or the indigent Cato ? 
The queftion quite overpo\vered Tiberius. 
I allude now, continued the hero, to an sera 
of luxury ; and yet in that very period, with 
what veneration did the found unconupted 
part of the commonwealth (I mean the 
people) rccal to their minds the days of 
antient fimplicity, when Rome was free, 
virtuous, and poor ; when the lands of her 
fcanty territory were tilled by the conqueror's 
hand> and the plough waa crowned with 
triumphant laurel ? Let us do juftice to the 
people, and reft aflTured that a wife fovereign, 
incircled with warriors and with patriots 
void of arrogance, but full of years and ho- 
nours, will exhibit to his people a more 
refpedlable and honourable (fccpe, than a 
prince diflblved in luxury and furrounded 
by a train of glittering vaifals. It is a max« 
im ever inculcated by perfons in high offices, 
that to ftrike the public with ideas of dig- 
nity, their rank ought ever to be adorned 
with pomp and magnificence. They arc 
generally both fuperinduced ; but they re- 
femble a coat, whofe amplitude ferves to 
cover the defefts of the body -, and this fur- 
nifhes us with an additional reafon why the 
whole wardrobe of outward (hew and fplen- 
dor, which thus diCguvfcs mtxv ^xATOsc&oNiwk 
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the judgment, fliould be totally thrown a- 
fide. When virtue difplays itfelf to the 
public eye, like a wreftler in the amphi- 
theatre, her form and vigour will be bet- 
ter diftinguifhcd ; and if Vice, Incapacity, 
and Meannefs, ever prefume to enter the 
lifts, they will ftand more confeffed to view, 
and will the (ooner be covered with con- 
fufion. 

It is another advantage refulting from 
fimple manners in eminent ftations^ that 
the burden of rewarding merit is made 
lighter to the public, and the (late makes a 
faving of expences, that would be rendered 
ruinous by the infatiable rapacity of ambi^ 
tion. A fenfible diflribution of honours will 
difpenfe with the neccffity of magnificent 
prefents; and frugality even in the grant of 
honours, will make the prince ftill a better 
Oeconomift for the public good. That is 
the great end he (hould have in view. To 
reftrain the rich from launching into a pro- 
fufion of expence is not the point ; prodi- 
gality is a fire that foon confumes the mate- 
rials it fubfifts upon. The prime objeft is 
to preferve the men, wbo^ unprovided with 
every thing but their talents, their know- 
ledge, and their virtues, may be inclined 
to confecrate thenifelves to the fervice of 
their country, from being tainted by the 
fweets of luxury,, and corrupted by the 
luft of gold. The brigjiicft. ^v^w£C\c>^^n 

1 4 SxxOcw 
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fuch as are never prophaned by fordid raif- 
applications, Ihould be referved for perfons 
of their temper and genius. I can fay of 
myfclf, that I ferved my prince with all due 
zeal, and with confiderable fuccefs ; and my 
own feelings inform me how vile a thing is 
gold when compared with the oaken branch 
and the laurel, thofe fweet remembrancers 
of the fovereign's afFedlion and efteem. 
Moreover that elleem, which is fo grateful 
to the honcft heart, efpecially when fecond- 
ed by the voice of public approbation, the 
prince will do well to referve for adtions of 
real worth and utility, taking care, with a 
icalm dignity of refolution^ never to profti- 
-tute them for undertakings vain in their na- 
ture, frivolous or dangerous. That will be 
his true frugality. To maintain this proper- 
ly, it will indeed demand a firm unlhaken 
conftancy of mind; a fpirit ofjuftice always 
on its guard againft feduflion or furprize; a 
determination of the will that never fluflu- 
ates, but checks even a rifing hope that it 
will foften into compliance. This great and 
dignified charadter will be acquired, nay it 
will be fupported, if a real love of virtue a- 
nimate the fovereign's breaft. In that cafe, 
his opinion will be the opinion of the pub- 
lic, and his example will decide and fix the 
national characfter. 

Shall I fairly own, faid Tiberius, a dif- 
ficulty that remains with me ? At the rate 

you 
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you have gone on, the court, from whence 
the royal favour, intrigue, and luxury, are 
difcarded, will grow rather ferious aud 
gloomy ; and poflibly when a young prince 

Oh! 1 underftand you ; that the prince 

may want amufement, is your fear ; but, my 
dear friend, I have not faid that the tafk of 
governing is a mere paftime. And yet, even " 
amidft the folicitudes of royalty, there may 
be many hours of the fweeteft enjoyment. 
The minifter, for inftance, may report to 
him the progrefs of agriculture in places 
and provinces, which before were melan- 
choly fcenes of idlenefs, poverty, and dif. 
trefs : May he not then. fay to himfelf, An 
adt of my will has now made millions hap- 
py ? His fages of juftice may inform him, 
that by one of his law& the inheritance of an 
orphan has been wrelled from the griping 
hand of hard-hearted avarice : May he not 
fay with exultation. Heaven be praifed ! I 
have been the protedtor of the poor. From 
the war-office he will not receive confolati- 
ons of fo pure and unmixed a nature. But 
when he is told with what zeal and gene- 
rous ardour his faithful fubjedts (hed their 
blood in the caufe of their fbvereign and 
their country, regret and pity will fo com* 
pound themfelves in mixed fcnfations of 
love, tendernefe, and gratitude, that the 
tears of humanity will delight him. In 
fliort, the vows and prayers of his own il- 

1 5 \>^^\\^\x^ 
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luftrious asra, and the bleflings of fiiture 
ages, which the confcious imagination will 
anticipate, all crowd together in his bread, 
and are the folid pleafures of a ibvereign. 
And will not thefe fuffice ? Will there be 
ilill a void left aching in his bofbm ? Like 
the kings of Perfia, in antient times, he may 
vifit the provinces of his empire, diftinguifh- 
ing with his favours thofe who promote in- 
duftry and agriculture, plenty and popula- 
tion; while pride, inhumanity, and indo- 
lence, for working the contrary mifchiefs, 
will be fure to meet the marks of his 
difpleafure. At Byzantium, as well as at 
Rome, the public granaries have been vi- 
fited by the emperors ; would it be a de- 
grading condefcenfion, if they made apro- 
grefs into the country, to know with cer- 
tainty that under the lowly roof of the pea- 
fent, bread has not been wanting for his 
helplefs children ? Alas ! how uninftruded 
muft that prince be in regard to his duty 
and his interefl, who fufiers a vacuity in his 
time! We muft not imagine that a prince, 
in his moments of tranquillity, when he is 
detached from the caufe and duties of his 
rank, is to remain a flranger to the fweet 
ienfations of domeftic happinefs and focial 
pleafure. He will have his feleft friends ; 
and unbending himfelf with them, he will 
tafle the charm of rational delight. The 
man of virtue, viYvo vt^wu \\\.\X^^ ^xvd vs. 



\ 



BELISARIUS; 179 

therefore eafily contented, difplays in his 
converfation that ferenity of fober joy, 
which fpring5 from peace and inward har- 
mony ; that heart-felt eafe, to which pride 
importuned by craving wants^ and vice for 
ever fufFering the corrofions of remorfe, are 
utter ftrangers. An honeft mind, it muf^ 
be acknowledged, will find but little leifurcf 
to relax itfelf from the duties of an impor- 
tant office ; but the moments of vacation 
will be delightful. Remorfe, ambition, and 
fear, are banilhed from the hallowed hour. 
The court where uprightnefs, truth, and 
virtue may walk fecure, without fearing 
envy, that lies in ambufh, and without 
apprehending fudden difgracc from the 
whim of the prince, will not, perhaps, be 
the moft brilliant court, but it will be the 
happieft in the world — It will not be 
crowded, faid the emperor. — And why not, 
refumed Belifarius? The little ambitious 
fry, that love to fhine in eafe and fplendid 
vanity will not flutter in the circle ; but to 
recompenfe that lofs, men of probity and 
of ufcful talents will form a numerous 
party. I fay numerous, my friend Tibe- 
rius, and I fay it in honour of human na- 
ture. When virtue is in fafhion, the feeds 
of it wilt be difclofed in every heart. Pub- 
lic eftijnation is a kind of fun in the moral 
world, that warms, that animates, and calls 
forth the latent principles of truth and l\o- 
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nour. When the foul is funk in floth and 
languor, it is not then the time to delineate 
hs true chara<fler. Is it to be expected that 
a young man, who has heard nothing from 
his father but the panegyric of money; 
whofe imagination has been dazzled with 
the luftre of gold ; who in cities and in vil- 
lages has feen nothing fo abjedt and defpifed 
as labour and induftry; who has been 
taught by experience that pride can creep, 
t)|at ambition will crouch, that law will 
bend, the road to honours be thrown open, 
and court-favour difpenfe its fmiles at the 
beck and command of riches ; that they, 
and they only, can proteft him from injuf- 
tice, or exercife the fevereft tyranny j that 
they adorn and embellifh vice, ennoble 
meannefs, and fuperfede talents, ability, and 
virtue i is it to be expedled^ I fay, that a 
young man educated in this train of thinking 
fhall be able to draw the line between good 
and evil, virtue and felf-intereft ? Let a dif- 
ferent doftrine prevail; let the fovereign, 
that fountain of the manners, fet the fafhion 
of the heart ; let education and habits of 
virtue teach the value, the neceffity of feU- 
approbation; let them awaken the love of 
honejl fame, and a defire to win the ap- 
plaule of good men ; let the foul expatiate 
abroad to gather the fufFrages of the prefent 
age, and to foreftal the praife of futur 
times i let fair renown be, next to virtue, th^ 

highc e 
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higheft and greateft good ; let zeal for the 
moral charadter make honour dearer than 
life, and ftiame more dreadful than even 
annihilation ; let ihefe principles be once 
eftabliftied, and it will foon be found how 
feeble is the influence of fordid views and 
mean defires. Oh ! my good friends ! where 
would now be the names of Decius, Re^ 
gulus, and the Cato's, had they not been 
foulsoffire,infpired by honour, and replete 
with virtue ? To excite an emulation of their 
example, there muft be an inftitution found- 
ed in wifdom, and real encouragement to 
make men run the bright career of glory. 
Jt were vain and idle to require of the fa- 
thers of families, that they fliaJl train up 
their children in the paths of virtue, if that 
very virtue be left to languifli under dif- 
grace, and bear the fpurns of triumphant 
vice. To re-eftabli(h order, and give the 
manners the ftrength and beauty of fyftem, 
all that is good in life muft be appropriated 
to virtue ; evil (hould be the portion of 
iniquity, and every advantage affigned to 
juftice and to honour. Let government 
proceed thus fyftematically, and it will 
readily ftrike your obfervation how the 
manners will fecond the laws, and gain 
ftrength and enforcement from the popular 
opinion. Hopes and fears, rewards and 
pimiftiments, dignities and difgrace, thofe 
are the engines that policy ftioxxV^ fex vcv 
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motion on the fide of virtue and civil libera 
ty ; by managing thcfe properly tlK^ world 
may be governed at difcretion. 

But to keep more clofely to the point ; 
by proud and oftentatious manners the 
great are rendered infblent and avaricious ; 
from fimple manners fpring the oppofitc 
qualities of moderation, juilice, a^d hu- 
manity; and thus the leading interefts of 
vice being lifted on the fide of virtue, men 
will adopt the latter with the fame fpirit 
that attached them to the former. 

You have given us a pleafing reverie, 
faid Juftinian, an agreeable and fiattering^ 
dream! — Far from it, replied Eelifarius; 
to think of making intereft and felf-lovc 
the fprings of human aftions, is by no 
means a dream. Call to mind by what 
methods was formed, in the infancy of the 
republic, that glorious fenatorial order, in 
which fo many ardent virtues, fuch heroic 
patriotifm blazed forth upon the world, 
To what, think you, was it owing? It was 
becaufe there was nothing at Rome fiiperior 
to greatnefs of foul:. • it was becaufe public 
veneration was attached to virtuous man- 
ners, and glory was the hero's fure reward. 
Such, in all periods of the world, have been 
the great fprings and movers of the human 
heart. 

I am 

• Dum nullum fiftidWetwr genus, «n qui^eiiitcretwfit/i 
Crmf infcrium Romanum* ^UN.Vl^;>• V 
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I am not now ta learn that iaveterate 
habits, and particularly the habits of de« 
-fpotic pride, give way unwillingly to the 
moft powerful motives. But let it be ob- 
fefved, that tor one fori of profligacy and 
corruption, who would hold out with ob* 
flinacy, in fpite of fliam^^. diigrace^ and 
infamy, there are a thoufand who would 

2ield at once to the controul of reafon, and 
aving glory for their excitenaent, would 
walk contentedly in the paths of honour 
and of virtue. Let rae purfue the confe- 
quences of this idea. I jfuppofe that meo 
of virtue are placed at the helm of govern- 
ment. I will, in that cafe, anfwer with my 
life for the prompt obedience, the fidelity, 
and the public fpirit of a people, who are 
no longer bent under the yoke of oppref- 
lion, but, infl:ead of being harraflfed by little 
tyrants, find their lives, their property, and 
their liberty, fccure under the protection of 
the laws. The ftate then begins to raife its 
head ; concord prevails through all claiTes 
of the community ; the plan of Conftantine, 
built on a fandy bottom, lays a deeper 
foundation ; and from civil union I fee 
fpring up emulation, fortitude, zeal for the 
public good, and with thefe that weight 
among the nations which made Rome the 
miftrefs of the world. 

While Belifarius thus difcourfed, Jurti- 
niaa beheld, in filent adtmiatvot^^ \^^ ^vv- 
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thufiaftic ardor with which the good old 
man, forgetting the infirmities of age, his 
miferies, and his misfortunes, triumphed in 
the idea of rendering his country flourifti- 
ing and happy. It is generous, faid the 
emperor, to feel fo warm a concern for an 
ungrateful people. — My friends, replied 
the hero, I ftioXild welcome and blefs, as 
the moft glorious of my life, the day on 
which I (hould be thus accofted ; " Beliii- 
*' rius, we are going now to let your blood 
** gufli at every vein, but the price of it 
** will be the accompliftiment of all your 
** wifhes. 

His amiable daughter, Eudoxa,. now 
came to inform him that his fupper was 
ready. He w^nt in, and fet himfelf at table : 
Eudoxa, with a graceful air of modefty 
and dignity, ferved up to her father a plate 
of pulfe, and fcated herfclf by him.-r-And 
is that your fupper, faid the emperor f It is, 
replied Belifarius ; it was the frugal meal of 
Fabricius, and Fabricius was, at Icaft, my 
equal. 

Let us depart, faid Juftinian to Tiberius; 
at a fight like this 1 find myfclf covered 
with ftiame and confufion. 

The court, in hopes of diflipating the 
cloud which they, perceived hung over the 
emperor's mind, had prepared a (bene of 
feftivity. He did not condefcend to ho- 
nour it with bia^t^fexvcfi^. hx xalsA^ the 
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idea that occupied his thoughts was the 
fupper of the old general ; and as he with- 
drew, Belifarius is happier than I am, faid 
he to himfelf : for he lays him down on his 
pillow without remorfe to break his quiet. 



CHAP. XIV. 

I Live but in his prefence, faid the em- 
peror next day to Tiberius, as they 
were on their way to vilit the hero; the 
compofure and ferenity of his mind tranf- 
fufe themfelves into mine. But as foon as 
I leave him, the clouds, which in his con- 
verfation were difperfed, colle<ft themfelves 
again, and the former gloom returns upon 
me. Methought yefterday, I perceived 
in his delineation of manners and princi- 
ples, the portrait of human happinefs ; and 
now it is a canvafs prefenting an aflfemblage 
of bold and random colours, without ar- 
rangement or defjgn. While he fpeaks, 
every thing appears eafy, and now I am in- 
volved in a fcene of difficulties. In the 
firft place, overloaded as the empire is 
with immoderate expenccs, the hero's 
fcheme for making the burthefi lighter to 
the poor ! — his plan for new modelling upon 
a better cftablifhment, an army weH nigh 
annihilated by a war of twenty years! — and 
then the multiplicity of taxes lo \>^\^^w^^^ 
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to one general impoft, light and fimple!— 
Hehadfeen the fubje(5t in all its points of 
view, faid Tiberius, and will, I dare fay, 
remove your difficulties. Acquaint him 
with the refleftions that have occuircd 
to you. 

The converfation was accordingly opened 
with a Hate of the emperor's reafoning?; 
and after hearing them attentively, I 
knew, faid Belifarius, that I (hould dart in 
your mind a number of doubts : but I 
flatter myfelf I (hall be able to remove 
them all. 

The expences of the court, according to 
my plan, are now reduced. We have 
bani(hed luxury and favouritifm. L^t us 
now take a view of the metropolis ; and 
pray tell me the reafon why fuch a fwarm 
of inhabitants, lazy, indolent, and almoft 
withour number, (hould be a burthen to 
the (late? The corn which is diftributed 
among them, would maintain twenty legn 
ons •.It was in order to people the city, 
and make it emulate Rome, that Conftan- 
tine charged himfelf with this ruinous ex- 
pence. But by what titte can an ufelcfi 
and inaxflive. race pretend a right to be 

thus 



t 
I 

? 

t 



* 4.0,000 bafhds per day ; the bnfliel, m^ditu^ omt 
foot fquare, and four incbei deep» The Roman foot 
was ten of our inches. The allowance of the foldicr 
WIS &VC bulhcU a motvtK, ot the fixth of a bufliel per 
da/; therefore 4.o»ooo b\>Stwc\«»«x^tsiR:6^\A^^^&bdk 
would ipaiatam z4o>oqo vc^tu 
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thus maintained at the public charge ? The 
Romans, a people altogether of a military 
genius, might well claim to be nourilhed, 
even in time of profound peace, by the 
fruits of their conquefts ; yet in the very 
height of their fplendor and their glory, a 
portion of land to cultivate was all they 
required ; and that being allotted by the 
(late, it is well known with what eagernefs 
they iflued forth to the labours of the 
field. But with us, what ufeful end is an- 
fwered by that ever-craving multitude that 
befieges the gates of the palace ? * Was it 
with fuch men that I expelled the Huns, 
thofe ravagers of Thrace ? The city (hould 
retain only fuch a number of inhabitants 
as can find due employment to maintain 
themfelves by their induftry; the reft 
/hould be fent forth to colonife in different 
parts of the empire. They would increafe 
population, and fubfift upon the fruits of 
their labour. Agriculture is the (eminary 
of foldiers : a good and ferviceable militia 
will never be formed out of a lazy race, 
who are contented to loiter away their 
days in idle poverty. Let the laws, and 
above all, the taxes be reduced to a plan of 
fimplicity; and the militia of the palace 
will be undone by its own inftgnificance* 

What 

* Ei auem pams alit gradibus dijpenfus ab aMs, Prudi: 
Lib. I. in Synn. Pana Paiatm biUirei, The Romaft 
pound was ten modern oances* Vidt Buling. datri* 
dutis ac vtCiigaUhu. P« it 
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What an immenfc faving may be made by ^^ 
that circumftance need not be mentioned. | 
The moll alarming expence of govern 
ment is the maintenance of the army . Bm 
even that expence will be reduced to thcK 
regular body of the legions ; for the vcte-ji 
rans eftaWimed in colonies upon the fron- 
tiers of the empire, fubfift by their own io- 
dudry, and their immunities and exemp- 
tions from all civil offices (land in the na- 
ture of pay t Thofe colonies, the maftcr- 
ilrokeof Condantine^s genius and policy, 
are not as yet annihilated ; to make thein 
revive in all the fpirit of their original d^ 
fign, depends upon the will of the prince ; 
for in fa<5t, the number of gallant foldiers, 
who are now drooping in poverty and io- 
dolence, defirc no better reward than to be !? 
fent to cultivate and defend the lands they . 
have acquired by conqueft. The fame may ; 
be afTerted in regard to the troops whicfl 
have been fettled upon the borders of ri- 
vers *• Thofe places now improved and 
cultivated, repay with abundance the io- i 
duftry of the labourer. j 

Whole 

n Vide L'Orig, du Gouv. Fr. par M Vatti Carmt. i 
"I* Jam nunc mumficentia mea (Constant.) trntukf ^ 
veteranis id effe conctffum perfpicuum fity ne qtus iHertM 
ullo munere civili ne^ue opcribus publkis conveniatur.'^ 
Vacantes ferras accipiant.Ctifyue perpetua hahtani iwrnnmu* 
Cod. Thcod. Lib. 7 Tit. 20. 

* They were called r/]|^ff/?/. Alexander Sercios fat 
efiabliihed them. Vide La.tKi^\vi« vol Meaiui. 
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Whole fwarms of barbarians have been 
onftantly crowding about our frontiers, in 
opes of gaining a fettlement * in our pro- 
inces; and occafionally they have been 
dmitted, without fufficient precaution + ; 
ut the danger confirted in admitting too 
irge a number. Let foreign fettlcrs, 
berefore not be embodied together, but 
fi (per fed in diftant places, and let the wafte 
Vid uncultivated lands be allotted to them. 
)f thefe we liave, alas ! too many ! % but 
L vigilant and adive government would 
bon naturalize the foreign intruders, and 
ncorporate them with the reft of the ftate 
is ufeful citizens,, and well affefted foldiers. 
^The Legions, therefore, are iiow thjp 
Stiiy remaining %urthen to the ftate; and 
fcie tribute which we draw from Egypt, 
ironfi Afric and Sicily, would w^U (up- 
port three times the number the govern- 
ment ever had in its fervice §. It is not re^ 
fjpcftingthiii article thAt'parfimony is re- 
•■ . • ^^ . '' > . ■ quired; 



t • I 



-'• Thcfc fctflers ikta caHcd Lieti, tnd tlidr lands, 
jLr/i^ farms. . ' i 

+ As the Goths nnder the Emperor Valcnt, 
J Thclandsof the Fiscuj,orTrcarury, were kn- 
mcnfe. The puniflbment of . moft offences was a 
Co>i F 1 4C A T H> k of proper t]fl *"Vid^ V'Abbe Varti, di 
fOrigittf du C^uv. Fr. ' -■'■'' '■ - ■ *«•• 
*' 4 Sitilypaid a tribnte to the .Kontans of 7^200^069 
bnibels of corn; Egypt* .ai,6dY),660^ And Afric, 
+3,200,006; at the rate 6ffec.mcn tjoabulhel/thcic 
riH a ^ftily maiotcnaRcc for 1 ^2O0j0<>o mt|i« 
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quired, concerning their maintenan 
The (late may be at eafe, but it cam 
too (Irenuous in its endeavours to fix 
upon a good and regular eflablilh 
There was a time, when admiflion in 
legions was an honour referved for tl 
tizen of Rcune, J and was warmly di 
by the young men, who were eager 
dates for it. That time is now no moi 
it (hould be renewed. And then, 
may not be atchievcd by nien who 
both honour and bread ! 

Men are no longer the fame, &i 

cniperor. The nature of man 

fame, replied Bdifarius ; and noth 
changed but opinion, that ibvereign rr 
of the manners. In faA, we only wa 
foul of one great man, his genius ai 
example, to expand themfelves abroad 
fix the principles and the manners, 
a million of instances, that fupport tfai 
poiition, take a (ingle fgdt, xvhich ^, i 
eftimation, worthy of the old repul: 
its greatefl period, and evinces p 
that in all ages, the virtue of mankin 
difplayed itfelf in proportion to the d( 



■^ Th^imM^thlrfay of fToidier-wM 400 nQci 
2$ (Uvcr •denarii, «qual to one tmmmus aurmu 
4^ J WIS aa 0Qnce<>f coppap^ ^ filvcr 4ciM«iBt 
ed one,aiid the aureiu 140 graini. 

X Thif honour wat i\&> eagerly di/puted 
youthofth^pcoviiicct^^rhohadihie ijghta.c£fi 
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made for it by thofe who were fufficiently 
Ikilled in the powers of human nature. 

Rome was taken by Totila. One of 
our brave officers, whofe name was Paul, 
had fallied out of the city, at the head of a 
fmall party, and entrenched himfelf on an 
eminence, where he was furrounded by the 
enemy. Famine, it was not doubted, 
v/ould foon reduce him to the peceflity of 
furrendering ; and in faft, he was in want 
of every thing. In this exigence, he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to his foldiers: " My 
•* friends, faid he, we muft either perifh, 
** or furvive in flaveiy. You, I know, 
•* will not hefitate about the choice; but 
** it is not enough to.perifti, we muft perifti 
** nobly. The coward may refign him- 
♦* lelf to be confumed by famine; he may 
^^ linger in mifery, and watt, in a difpirited 
** condition, for the friendly hand of death. 
'^ But we who have been fchooled, and 
** educated in thc.field-of battle, we are not 
" now to leara the proper ufe of our arms : 
** We know how to carve for ourfelves aa 
'* honourable death. Yes, let us die, but 
^^ not ipglorious and unreveqged; let us 
" die covered with the blood of ourcnc- 
** mies, that our fall, inftead of railing the 
^ fmilc of deliberate malice, may give 
" them caufe to mourn over the viftoKy 
^* that undoes us. Can we wi(h to loitc? 
** a few years more in life. when. we know 
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^ that a very few muft bring us to our 
*' graves ? The limits of human life cannot 
** be enlarged by nature, but glory can ex- 
** tend them, and give a fecond life/' 

He finiftied his harangue: the foldicry 
declared their refolution to follow him. 
They began their march; the intrepid 
countenance with which they advanced, 
foon denoted to riie enemy a deiign to give 
battle with all the courage of the laft de* 
fpair. Without waiting, therefore, to re- 
ceive the attack of this iiluftrious band, the 
Goths thought proper to compound; by aa 
immediate grant of life and liberty. * 

I can eount, my friends, upon at leaft two 
millions in the empire, capable of the fame 
magnanimity, if another -Paul were at the 
head of them. We cafi reckon alio fome 
chiefs of this illuftrious clafs ; our vid^ories 
have pointed them out. While fuch re- 
fources remain, let us not defpair of the 
commonwealth. Are you rtill to be told, 
to what a degree of profperity, affluence, 
and population, the force of the (fate may 
beincrealed? Recal to nrind the condition 
in ancient times, I will not fay of Gaul, 
which we meanly abandoned, ^ ^^^ ^ 

Spain, 

* LemarcL Aretiru it BcU. ItoL adverjiu Cofhou 
lib. 4. 

. $ In ocder t« deliver Rome and ftaly from the 
Goths, the emperor ceded to them the^iaireft provin- 
ces of Gaul. Faiia eft fervitus noftra fr^itm ficurh 
iath aliens. Sidon. i^poUl Lib. 7* Ep. 7. 
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Spain, Greece, Italy, the republic of Car- 
thage, and the various realms of Afiafrom 
the banks of the Nile to the Euxine ftiore. 
Recoiled that Romulus*, who in the in* 
fancy of the ftate had but one legion, was 
-able at his death to bequeath to his fuccef- 
•for forty-fevcn thoufand men under arms. 
By that circumftancc you will be inftruAed 
•what may be done by the adivity, vigi- 
lance, and fpirit ofafingle man. The em- 
•pire, it is faid, is undone. How, are Italy 1 
tiicily, Spain, Lybia, and ^^gypt, all ex- 
*liaufted ? Are Boeotia, Macedonia, and the 
plains of Afia, which made the riches of 
©arius and Alexander, are they grown bar- 
ren and unprodudive? But the numbers of 
tnankind are thinned! Oh, ray friends, let 
'focial happinefs be re-eftablifhcd in thofc 
rfegions, and the progrcfs of population will 
be rapid: men will be found rn plenty, 
and then I Should have courage to propofc 
the vaft plan which I have meditated, and 
which, perhaps^ is the only way to render 
^he empire more powerful and nwDre flourirti- 
ingthan ever — And what can that ^plan be, 
*laid the emperor? — I will open it to you 
replied Bclifarius. 

The operations of war, according to our 
.way of condu<^ngit, exceeded theftrength 

• The legion at that time cohliftcd of 3000 foot 
and 500 horic. Viic Dionyf. Jfalic, and Pfutarch's lift 
'9f R^muluft 
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of oyr armies ; we were quite exhaufted by 
laborious marches and fatigue of every kind. 
The diverfion of our arms gave the enemy 
an opportunity to alarm us .with fudden tn- 
curfions, which the line of veterans and of 
Agrarian foldiers, pofted on our borders^ 
was not fuSicient to withdand ; and in con- 
fequence, before the legular legions could 
come up to their fupport, devaftatton and 
terror without controul fhread ageneraLxa^ 
vage *. In order, therefore, to oppofe to 
.this torrent a conftant fence, I would new 
model the empire upon a plan of military 
policy, ia fiioh fort that every frecmaa 
Xhould be a foldier, but for the purpofcs 
only of internal defence. . Upon this fyf- 
tem, every prefeA would have under his 
command a well-arranged army^ of which 
the cohorts would be formed by the cities, 
and the legions by the provinces, with pro- 
per places appointed for their rendezvous, 
that they might fo aft in concert as at 
the found of a trumpet, to aflemble imme- 
diately, and be en^bodied at the (hortefl 
warning. 

From 

^ In the time of Aiigiiftas, the frontier provinces 
.did not exceed nine The legions were cftablifhed 
at fixed and regular pofb. Bat the number of pro- 
vinces encreafing afterwards, the legions becaroe ina- 
dequate to the Tervice. Conftantine withdrew them to 
an interior ftatioHi and the lines of veteram, to whom 
lands were allotted on the borders of the enemjTf 
made but a fkciic fubftitute in ihc room of more re- 
gular forces. 
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From an army of this kind would refult 
the further advantage, that every individujtl 
would glow with the love of his native foil ; 
that foil which he has helped to people, 
which his hands have cultivated, and which 
is endeared to him by the labour he has 
employed to make it flouriftiing and fruit- 
ful. With thefe incentives in their bofoms, 
you may imagine to yourfelf how ardent 
they would be in thejuft defence of their 
property. * 

In an empire of wide extent, there is no- 
thing fo difficult as to diJEFufe through the 
whole an idea of a common caufe, a prin- 
ciple of civil union, and one general intereft. 
Among people feparated by the fca, we fcl- 
dom obferve any confiderable degree of at- 
tachment to one another. The South is 
wholly indifferent about the dangers that 
alarm the North. The Dalmatian and the 
lUyrian march under our banners into Afia 
with the coldeft infenfibility : to them it is 
a matter of no concern whether the Tigris 
flows under our laws or thofe of the Perfian. 
By military difcipline he is retained in the 
camp, and from the love of plunder he de- 
rives a degree of fpirit ; but cool rcfleftion 
fucceeds j by fatigue and labour he is re- 

K 2 laxcd: 

* Land pofTcilions in^ire their cnltivators vthh 
courage to defend them. The fruit of the foil is the 
ftake' which the conqueror ptopofc% Xomtv* "Xctvo^jVu 
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laxed; and in the fiift moment of difcon- 
tcnt or terror he abandons a caufe which i% 
not his owh. ^Upon my plan the very rcverfe | 
would be the cafe : the name of country [ 
would not be aa empty found to the (oldier, i 
;but theobje<5l of his afte£tion, ever dear and 
prcfent, und twined about his heart, by all 
the tendercfl ties of nature. To inflame the 
foldiei: with fpirit againft the enemy, the 
proper harangue may be thus conceived 
*' Friends, countrymen, and fellow-citizens/. 
.«' behold the lands which gave you nurture ; 
** . Lo fthe roofs under which you drew your 
. «« Jrft breath ! the tombs of ^your anceftors, 
/^ the cradles of your infents, and the beds 
.** ofyour wives, whomvyou are now going 
. >* to <lefcnd.'''— And are not thefe power- 
ful and pathetic motives ^ They have made 
more heroes than even love and ambition. 
Of their rcfiftlefs influence over minds train- 
ed up to ideas of war and the rigorous du- 
. ties of military,difcipline, .you.raay eafily 
form a judgment. 

For my part, I dwell with inexpreffiblc 

delight on the picflure, which even now 

. imagination fondly draws of a laborious, 

warlike youth, pr«fling. with ardour in all 

. our to^ns and villagers to the ftandard of 

-fhcir country ; a fpirited and adtive race, 

J^referved by labour from the vices of indo- 
ence, enured by habit to the rigours of 
xnanlv exercife, addvOLtdi x.^ xJc^. Mfe&l arts 
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of peace, and eager to take the field upon- 
the firft alarm of danger ! In a militia fo 
conftituted, the crime of defertion would be 
a crime againft nature * ; and their courage 
and fidelity would be (ecured to their coun- 
try by every facred bond that holds fociety 
together. The (late would not the lefs on 
this account be provided with its regular le- 
gions, which would be a moving bulwark, 
ready to be advanced whenever danger 
called. By thefe means a fpirit of emula- 
tion and a warlike genius would be diffufed 
throughout the empire, and the reward of 
bravery might be a commiflion to ferve in 
the regular and more honourable body of 
the legions, which would be thus recruited, 
without thofe rafh levies of men, which par- 
tiality, fraud, collufion, or negligence inlift. 
into the army §. We (hould then have af 
murter of the people. How fuperior would 
be the force of thd empire to any former 
period of its ftrcngth, even though we (hould 
look back to the days of its moil refulgent 
glory 11 ! Would the enemy of the South 

K3 or 

• Cmmunls utiUtafls dereMio contra naturam eft. 
Cic. Off 3. 

§ Hinc tot uhique ni hoftibus il/ata cladest dum ionga 
fax mi litem incuriofius legit \ dum poffeffionibus indiCii 
Tyroncj per gratiam aut dijjimuiationem probantur, Vcgct. 
lib i. cap, 7. 

li Under Angnftus 23 legions ;' under Tiberius 2«;; 
AdrUn 30; Galba 372,000 mQii> Vv^\i ^QtKasy&> "wn.^ 
the other Zulf auxiliaries. 
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or the North dare, in that cafe, to invade 
us? Would they aflault a people, who with 
an undifciplined army, unprovided with the 
proper inftruments of w^r, and almoft with- 
out bread, have fo often beat back their ir- 
ruptions ? 

And who can anfwer, interrupted Jufti- 
tiian, that, in a military (late like this, the 
people will always be under the controul of 
government ? Who will venture to cnfure 
a due fubordination ? — It will be enfured, 
replied Belifarius, by their own interelt, by 
the benignity of the laws, and the modera- 
tion, juftice, and fagacity, of a wife admini- 
ilration. You will be fo good as to bear 
jn your minds, that I made the happinefs of 
the people the very corner-ftone of the edi- 
fice. — It is very true, faid Juftinian ; but 
the people are prone to change, fond of in- 
novation, inconftant, reftlefs, and ready to 
be inflamed by the firft fadious leader that 
hopes to find his account in civil commo- 
tions. — You fee the people in one light on- 
ly, replied Belifarius; you judge of them in 
their prefent condition, a ftate of fuffering, 
like that in which they were plunged at 
Rome, • when Rome had fallen into mif- 
fortunes. But of this you may be fure, that 
men always know their own wants, and 

will 

• Hi mares vulgi odiffc fr^f^ntiay frdeterita cekbrare. 
Mfc* nwarumi quiat't ct otto ad^)crfam. ^^\>^^» 



B E L I S A R I U S. 199 

will underftatid their rights : let the prince 
fuccour the former, and proteft the latter, 
and you may rely upon it that they will 
acknowledge all his patriot cares with gra- 
titude. The fovercign's love will be re- 
paid by the afFecflions of his people. If he 
prove juft, benevolent and wife, confiding 
the offices of his adminiftration to none but 
men worthy of feconding the good inten- 
tions of a patriot prince, the people on their 
pare will be docile and fubmiflive By 
what metamorphofis, I fliould be glad to 
know,, can a few difcontcnted fpirits, a pal- 
try handful of feditious malecontents con- 
vert a people, who have reafon to be fatif- 
fied, into a fet of perjured rebels? Such a 
revolt is only to be dreaded by him who 
leaves his fubje<5\s to groan under oppreflion ; 
the characfter of reigning for the good of the 
community will always be a bulwark againft 
treafons and confpiracies. Can it be imagin- 
ed that amidft the applaufes fent up to the 
throne by a grateful people, rebellioft will 
dare to ereft its ftandard? Where is it tofeek 
accomplices? Will it go into fccncs of rural 
tranquillity, where peace and liberty and 
plenty, fit fmiling on the land? Will it flculk 
in towns, where induftiy works in chearful- 
nefs, and the fortunes of every citizen, hia 
life,his property, and his rights, are unds^r the 
fafe-guard of the laws? Will it cabalV fa- 
milies, where iaoocence, truth, hoaour,":aad 

K 4 xbA 
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the fanftity of raarriage-vows co-operate 
with all the tendered ties of nature^ and en- 
dear the domeftic fcene? Can treafon in 
fuch places expe(5l to find aflfociates ? It will 
notexpe(5l itj for the empire of juftice is 
immoveable, or nothing fublunary can have 
a lading duration. I will allow you that in 
making the fubjeft powerful, in order to 
render nim happy ana contented, there is a 
rilk that requires a daring mind ; but of 
that daring mmd I fliould be, though my 
ruin were the confequence : I (hould fpeak 
out and tell my people, I put arms into 
your hands, to fcrvc and aid me, if my go- 
vernment bejuft, and to refifl: ufurpation, 
if I fliould be guilty of it. This you will 
deem raflmefs, but in my idea it is the height 
of prudence thus to put under due rcftraint 
both my own paflionsandthofeofthe people, 
thereby eftablifliing a furc barrier againft. 
the ill confequences of cither. With my 
crown I fliould, by thefe means, tranfmitto 
my fucceflbr an hereditary neceflity to go- 
vern according to Jaw; and that neceflity, 
thus rendered defcendible, would be the 
brighteft monument of glory that ever mo- 
narch ieft behind him. I am aware, my 
friends, that genuine virtue does not a<fi up- 
on the principle of fear 5 but if virtue is 
entrenched by it, I fliall think it aconfider- 
able advantage ; for what virtue is at all 
times furc oi walkings u^x\^\> I tjaavu it 
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is a maxim that a prince is above the laws*; 
the very law itfclf aflferts it, and perhaps 
wifely ; but my firll care fhould be at my 
acceffion to forget that maxim, nor would I 
forgive the fycophant who (hould remind 
me of it. My friends, I muil now take my 
leave. To change the face of things, and 
new model an empire, is a laborious talk : 
let us repofe ourfelves a little. To-morrow 
I (liall be glad of your company. There 
ftill remains behind another grievance^ 
which afBi(5ls ray fpirits : but I will refervc 
it for another opportunity. At our nexp 
meeting 1 (hall endeavour to interell Tibe- 
rius in regard to the matter I have now only 
alluded to. 

His views are^ no doubt, great and ex- 
tenfive, faid the emperor as he was on his 
way back. But if his fchemes are pradi- 
cable, they muft be undertaken by fome 
prince in the vigour of youth, who af^ends 
the throne with a manly firmnefs.of mind, a 
fpirit of juitice, of courage and of virtue* 
Added to thefe qualities, he will have occar 
fion for a long reign in order to bring about 
fo wonderful a revolution.— I am not able 
to decide, faid Tiberius j but in his plan I 
thought I perceived fome things that re- 
quire only an effort of the will to compafs 
them 5 and if the reft muft depend upoa 
time, that time, it is to be hoped, is not fo 

K 5 remote^ 

.* PrJficeps kgibus Jolutus eft, Patidcc W> A. 
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remote, but we may expc(n: to fee it dawn 
upon us (hortly, — My dear Tiberius, re- 
plied the emperor, you behold difficulties 
with the eye of youthful inexperience; your 
aftivity vaults over them ; but my infirmi- 
ties (brink back difmayed. To execute 
great projedts, alas! faid he, with a deep 
figh, we muft begin early. It is not the 
time to begin to live, when all we need is to 
learn to die ; and yet I muft fee the good 
old man again. His converfation it is true, 
affli(5ls me; but I had rather indulge a 
pleafmg fadnefs in his company., than fuffer 
the infulting gaiety of vain unthinking meo, 
who throng about me in my palace. 



CHAP. XV. 



AT the accuftomed hour, the next day, 
the emperor and Tiberius found the 
hero in his garden, enjoying the departing 
rays of the wcftcrn fun. It no longer lights 
me, faid Bclifarius, with a look expreffivc 
of inward happinefs, but it ftill warms and 
comforts me. In that ftupendous orb I 
adore the bounty and magnificence of the 
great Creator.— To hear this ftrain of piety 
from a warrior, faid Juflinian, delights and 
ravilhes me ; it is the triumph of religioa ! 
•—The triumph of religion, replied Belifa- 

rius, 
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rius, is to adminiftcr confolatioa in the hour 
of adverfity, and to mingle in the cup of 
forrow the fweets of calm delight, and hea- 
venly fatisfaftion. That religion affords 
this heartfelt-joy, who can give better tefti- 
mony than myfelf? Overwhelmed with 
years, deprived of fight, and deftitute of 
friends, abandoned over to myfelf, and no- 
thing prefent to my thoughts but the de- 
cline of frail mortality, afflidlion, and my 
approaching grave, I have nothing left buc 
to fend up my meditations to Heaven ; 
to deprive me of that Were, perhaps, to 
drive me to defpair. The g6od man walks 
with God ♦ ; a fecret confcjoufnefs that he is • 
acceptable to his Creator warms his heart : 
and frorn that foarce he derives ftrength 
and rapture even in the midft of affli(5):ion^ 
When I was firft furrounded with misfor- 
tunes, deferted by all, and given up to my 
qnemies, who were plotting my. ruin, I have 
often faid to myfetf, Be of courage,. Belifa- 
rius i you are free from felf- reproach, and 
your God beholds you. My neart, where 
all was laid wafte and defolate with 
mifery, revived and glowed within me at. 
that refleftion ; I felt itexpaad in my bo- 
fom with new life and joy. I hold the fame 
felf-conference (till; and when my daugh- 
ter 

• Nuila fine Deo mens bona eft, Scncc. Jnter ionos 
v/Tff/ ac Deum amicit'ta eft^ C(mciliant9 vnt\ktu y^^^s^s 
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tcr is with me, yielding to the ftroke of af- 
fli<5lion, and bathing ray face with tears; 
Can you be afraid 1 aik her, that He who 
fent us on this ftage of li *e, will ceafe to 
prompt, to invigorate, and fupport us? 
Your heart is endowed with fenfibility, and 
truth and pureft virtue refide there : your 
father has not more to anfwer for than your- 
felf ; and can you imagine that the Foun- 
tain of all goodnefs will defert that virtue 
which he loves ? Oh ! my daughter, come 
but the moment, when He, that with his 
breath called forth my foul into exiftence, 
(hail command it into his own glorious pre* 
fence ; and then we (ball fee whether wick- 
ed men wilt follow thither to difturb that 
ftate of blifs. My poor dkughttt Eudoxs^- 
liftens with fixed attention to this conlbling 
language, and her tears fail as (he' hears it ; 
but they are tears that flow mingled with 
delight : and thus by degrees I Icaid her to 
confiderlife as a little voyage, which we per- 
form in a bark not accommodated to our 
wifhes, and therefore with joy we approach 
the port, where all is peace, delight^ and 
rapture, ^ 

You have framed for yourfelf^ faid the 
emperor, a very comfortable fcheme of 
religion ! — It is the true religion, replied 
Belifarius. Would you have me contem- 
plate the God whom I adore, in the light 
of a fullen and offended tyrant, who dc- 
lights in vcngeatvc^ oa\^'^\VwXvo>n %i\^^ 
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that when he is reprefented to us by men 
of dark, of jealous, haughty and melancholy 
tempers, the image qf the Deity takes a 
tincture from the imaginations it has paf- 
fed through, and a benevolent God is made 
to appear a fretful, paffionate, and irafcibic 
being, like the creatures that talk of him. 
They perhaps find their account in making 
their own vices the attribute of heaven : 
But I endeavour to figure to myfcif the 
perfeflions which it is my duty to imitate* 
Do you think this an error ? It is at leaft 
an innocent one. From the hands of my 
Creator I came forth weak and feeble •, he 
will be indulgent therefore; to him it is 
apparent that I have neither the madnels 
nor the wickednefs to offend him: that • 
infatuation of mind, that impotence of 
pride is foreign to my heart. To my God 
1 am more dutifully attached, more fer- 
vently devoted than ever I was to the em- 
peror : and of this I am fure^ that the em- 
peror, who is but weak, erring man, would 
never have done me harm, if, Hke my God, 
he could have read my heart. 

Alas } that God, faid Juftinian, . is, not- 
withftanding what you have faid, a God of 
wrath; a terrible God! — Yes, to the guilty 
he is terrible, replied Belifarius; but I am 
iclf-acquitted in my own confcience; it 
tells me I am good and virtuous ; and in the 
fame nianncr that the flagitious foul U va- 
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compatible with the cflcnce of the divinity, 
I have the comfort to think that the foul of 
the juft man is analogous to the fountain of 
all goodncfs. — But which of us is the jult 
man, faid the emperor? — He that endea- 
vours moft to be fo, replied Belifarius : for 
goodnefs confifts altogether in volition. 

That you delight in the contemplation of 
your God, faid Tiberius, is not furprizing, 
nnce you behold him in fo amiable a light ! 
— Alas ! replied the old man, I know how 
much I am obliged to drain my feeble 
powers in order to conceive fuitably of the 
Divine Majefty -, and after all the efforts of 
a limited capacity to form into one complex 
idea ail that is fublime, and beautiful, and 
good, I am confcious how inadequate the 
image is at laft. But what can a man, who 
would elevate his thoughts to a notion of 
his Maker? If that alhwife and incomprc- 
henfible Being delights in any thing, it is 
in the efFufion of benevolence to all his 
creatures : this reflediion paints him to me 
iathe mildeft attitudes, and on that idea I 
therefore dwell, in order to form the moft 
endearing conception of him. 

But it will not be enough, faid the em« 
peror, to define him a benevolent Being: 
you muft call him juft alfo. — They are fy- 
noni pus words, replied Belifarius. To 
delight in goodnefs, and to have a de- 
tcftation for evil •, to toward the former. 
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and to punirti the latter, that is the true^ 
chara(5ter of goodnefs : that is ray firft, my 
unalterable principle. Has it never hap- 
pened to you as it has to me, to attend the 
levee of Titus, of Trajan, and Antoninus? 
That is one of the reveries in which my 
imagination loves to indulge* I fancy my- 
felf in that coun, compofed of the' true 
friends of the crown : I fee thofe illuftrioua 
princes difpenfe the fmiles of complacence 
all around the honeft circle; I lee them 
€ommunicate the beams of glory and of 
majefty, mixed and blended with fuch plea- 
ling delicacy and foftnefs* that every heart 
participates of the joy the fovereign feels 
m diffufing happinefs to others. If that 
be an auguft fcene, how much more glo- 
rious and refulgent will be the court of 
Him, whoisatlaft to receive my foul] It 
will be filled with the Titus's, theTrajans, 
and the Antoninus's, thofe delights of 
mankind. It is in their company, and 
that of the virtuous of all ages and of all 
countries, that the poor blind Belifarius 
will glow with pureft fire before the throne 
of a good and equitable God. — And the 
wicked, faid Tiberius, how do you dilpofe 
of them ?— They will not be there .! I (hall 
hope, continued he, to fee in that blaze of 
glory the auguft and wretched old maa_ 
who took away my eyes ; for he has done 
much good; from the iaclioation of his 
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heart; and if he ever did wrong, he was 
furprifed into it. He will rejoice, I believe, 
to fee my loft organs reftored to me ! — As 
thus the hero fpoke, his whole countenance 
was irradiated with joy, while the emperor 
poured floods of tears, reclining upon the 
breaft of Tiberius. 

At length his tender fenfations giving 
way to rcfledlion, Do you hope, faid the 
emperor, to find the pagan heroes in that 
paradife which has fo enraptured you ? *: 
Do you think they will be admitted?— 
My good neighbour, replied Belifarius, 
you do not mean, I am fure, to afllidl me 
in my old age ! I am poor and wretched, 
without any other comfort than that which 
(brings up within me from the fcencs of 
futurity which I have fancied to myfelf. 
If it be an error, pray indulge me in it: 
it chears my heart, and God is not offend- 
ed ; it enlarges my idea of his benevolence, 
and I love him more ardently, for it. I 
cannot be induced to think that between ray 
ioul and that of Aritlides, of Marcus Au- 
relius and of Cato, there is an eternal abyfs' 
of reparation ; if I thought there were, I 
feel that my love for the great Author of 
our exiftence would be dimini(hed by it. 

Young 

* It has been decided by the fathers that God will 
work a miracle^ rather than let him periib everlaft- 
ingly who has faithfully followed the laws of nature. 
But Juftinian, it is well known, was a bigot, and of 
a pcrfccuting fpirit 
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Young man, faid the emperor to Tibe- 
rius, while you honour the enthufialtic 
virtue of this hero, you muft not believe 
him an orthodox guide. Belifarius never 
pretended to be deeply verfed in the myf- 
teries of faith — And who can be deeply 
verfed, replied the hero? Alas! who can 
prefume to think his eye has pervaded the 
great fcheme of Providence. The all-wife 
Creator has given us two guides, which 
ought to operate in concert with each 
other '/ and thofe guides arc, the light of 
faith, and of natural reafon. The truths of 
which we are convinced by intuition, faitl> 
will never contradift. Revelation is but 
a fupplement to the light of nature : it is 
the fame voice that fpeaks to us from the. 
throne of heaven, and from the bottom of 
the heart. It is impoflible that they (hould 
be at variance , and if on the one hand, the 
truth that ftirs within me, announces the 
jufl and good man to be acceptable tQ his 
Creator, 1 (hall neyer hear on the other, 
that he is obnoxious to the wrath of heaven. 
— And who can -be anfwcrable, faid the: 
emperor, that this inward fentimcnt is the 
revelation of nature?— If it be not, replied 
Belifarius, a juftand benevolent GodfufFers 
me to be mifled, and all is loft. It is the 
light of natural reafon that tells me there i^ 
an all-governing mind, that commands me 
to worlhip him^ and ptomu\^2it.ts Vi\a Vvh^ 
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in my very fbuL And will the wife Crea- 
tor give me by thofc means an Inward 
conviftion, that may prove at lad the 
grofleft error? Alas! whoever is my anta- 
gonift on thefe points, I beg him to leave 
me ftill my confcience, the light of intui- 
tion : it is my guide, and my bed fup- 
port. Without it, I can no longer diftin- 
gui(h right from wrong, or good from evil: 
truth and falftiood become indifcriminate, 
and my duty lofes its fanftion. I do not 
even know that there are any duties to 
bind me : I then am blind indeed ; and they 
who took from me the light of the fun, 
were by far lefs barbarous than the man 
who (hould extinguilh in m^e the internal 
light of reafon. 

Let me alk you, faid Jullinian, what da 
you perceive fo clearly by this faint glim- 
mering ray within the mind? — I perceive, 
replied the hero, that the religion which 
intimates to me a jufl and benevolent God, 
is a true religion ; and that whatever is re- 
pugnant to that fine inward fentiment^ is 
not of that religion. Shall I avow my 
principles ? I am attached to that religion, 
becaufe it renders me better, and gives a 
dignity to my nature. If I felt that it made 
me haughty, fierce, and hard of heart, I 
(hould abjure it at once, and I (hould fay 
to my God, In the dilemma which obliges 
me to be either wicked or an unbeliever, I 

chufe 
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chufe the latter, and am fure it will lead 
offend you. — But happily the religion I 
embrace, is congenial to my Heart. Love 
God, and love his works ; can any thing 
be more fimple, juft, and natural? To wi(h 
good to him who does us evil; what a 
noble morality ! how generous and fublime! 
In our misfortunes, to confider all as a 
trial of virtue, how fweet and comfortable 
the philofophy! Thus far I am content; 
and while I pofTefs this moral fyftem, if 
myfteries arc propofed to me, 1 acknow- 
ledge them above my reafon, and I fubmit, 
with a lincere compaffion for thofe whofe 
judgment w^nts the fame reiflitudc and do- 
cility : at the fame time I recommend them 
to the fupreme goodnefs of the Father of 
all, and to the infinite mercy of that omni- • 
fcicnt Judge who fees the paths of wror, 
and can forgive it. 

In this way of proceeding, (aid Juftinian, 
you are going to deal out falvation to num- 
bers without diftindtion! — And is it ne- 
ceflary, replied Belifarius, that numbers 
fhould be in a (late of reprobation ? — ^I feel 
with you, faid Juftinian, that it is more 
comfortable to love God, than to fear him ; 
but all nature attefts his vengeance, and the 
rigour of his decrees. — For my part, faid 
Belifarius, I am perfuaded that he only pu- 
niflies.when the divine grace cannot be 
extended i that he is not \i\t o\\^tv ^\ 
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evil ; that he has formed the beft poffibit 
fyftera, and has difFufedall the good that 
fyftcm was capable of receiving. * That 
is my theology. Let it be propofed 
throughout , the world, and it Will be found 
worthy of being embraced with zeal and 
veneration: the voice of nature will fpeak 
aloud in favour of it. Should violence and 
cruelty arm it with fword and fire ; (houU 
the rulers of the earth, who profefs this re* 
ligion, with bigot rage bid the fiends of hell 
over run the worlds and in the name of 
God excruciate thofe whom they ought to 
pity and to love, they will eftablifh one or 
other of thefe two propofitions ; either 
that their religion is barbarous like them* 
ftlves, or they give the lie to the doctrine 
of truth. 

You have raifed, faid Juftinian, a ferious 
and important queftion! To throw fonie 
light upon it, it will be proper to enquire 
whether a prince has a right to eftablilh 
throughout his dominions, an uniformity 

of 

* The opinion of the Stoic School, which was ado|it« 
ed by Leibnitz and other O^'miftst is here afcribrd 
CO Belifarius. Bonus tfl (JDeus,) bono nulla cujufquam 
boni itwidia eft: fecit it aqu' qwm optimum Muit. Senec 
£p. Lib. 2 ^. Quidsuid noih negatum eft, aari. non fotuit. 
Idem de BcneB. Lib. 2. Cap. 28. Magna accefinau 
wajora non cepimus. Ibid. Cap. 29. Deum fine coi^lo 
agent em ne cogitare quidcm facile eft • f»^ auicmfklffet 
caufa propter ^am male mibi cmijultum fiaJJ^t, \Ias5u 
Anton, Lib. 6. 
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of faith, and one general mode of worfhip. 
If thisright be inherent in the crown, how 
can it be exerted againft rebellious and 
ftubborn diflenters, but by force and pu- 
nifhments? 

As I am making a profeflion of faith, 
faid Belifarius, I will frankly own, that 
whatever concerns the good order of fo- 
ciety, and has an influence on the manners, 
is (f neceffity fubjeftto the jurifdidion of 
the fovereign, nor as the infallible judge of 
truth and falftiood, but as a magiftrate 
jvhofe province it is to compare the poli- 
tical good or evil that refults from the ac- 
tions of men : and this opinion of mine I 
found upon this principle, which ftiould be 
a firft principle -in every man*s creed, 
namely, That God is the friend of order, and 

authorizes nothing that can difturb it. 

-Well then,faid the emperor, do you doubt 
that there is a clofeand intimate relation 
between the eftabliftied faith and the man- 
jiers? — I acknowledge, replied Bclifarius, 
that there are many truths, by their nature 
interwoven with the manners; but take 
this with you, that there are intuitive truths 
(planted by. the hand of t^od in every breaft, 
-which no man in his fenfes will call in ques- 
tion. Whereas the truth of myftcries, 
.which are beyond the reach Of the human 
r under (landing, and therefore require a 
^xevelation, has no connedlion with the mo- 
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rals of mankind, For if we confider a 
moment, wc (hall perceive, that the all-wife 
Being has detached his myfteries from the 
great fyftem of ethics, for purpoles the moft 
important to fociety, namely, that without 
waiting for a revelation, man (hould be led 
by the propenfity of his nature, to a moral 
conduct And if Providence has thought 
fit to make the welfare of fociety the po- 
litical bappinefs of mankind, the fate of 
empires, and the courfe of human contin- ' 
gences, altogether independent of the fu- 
blime truths of revelation, my queftion is, 
Why (hould not the civil magiftrate imitate 
the difpenfations of the Supreme Being? 
The fovereign (hould enquire difpa/Iionate- 
ly whether, by believing or not believing 
any particular fpeculative point, mankind 
would in a moral fenfe be better or worfe, 
and in a political view, more valuable citi- 
zens, or more faithful fubje<fls. This I 
will take upon me to fay, (bould be the 
rule of fovereign authority ^ and in confc- 
quence of it you fee what a number of in- 
genious difputes would be excluded fronl 
civil government. 

I obferve, faid the emperor, that you 
leave nothing to the fuperintendence of the 
magiftrate but what elfentially concerns 
the interefts of fociety : and yet among all 
the important duties of fovereignty, the 
moft facred office furely confifts in being 
the vicegerent ot Vvta\^xv^ lotxJcia ^\i\^^^% 
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of enforcing the difpenfations of the eternal 
will. — Ahl let them be vicegerents of al- 
mighty goodnefs, faid Belifarius,'and they 
will do well to leave the miniftry of ven- 
geance to the demons of hell. — That the 
darknefs of ignorance (hould be difpelledj 
and that Truth fhould have its triumph 
throughout the world, rauft be allowed 
faid the emperor, to be coincident with 
the plan of Infinite Goodnefs. — Truth can- 
not fail to triumph, faid Belif^rius, but it 
muft npt be by the arm of flefti. Do you 
not perceive that by putting the fword of 
vengeance into the hand of Truth, you en- 
truft Error with it aMb? The very pofleffion 
of that fword will be ever deemed a. fuffi- 
cient authority to wield it without mercy; 
^nd, let me add, Perfecution will always b€ 
on the fide of the flrongeft, and will there 
ere(5l its banners according to the preva- 
lence of opinion, and, as that fuggefts, will 
glut itfelf with the blood of unhappy vidlims. 
In this manner, we know, Anadafius per- 
fecuted that mode of faith which Juftinian 
now protedls. The defendants of men, 
who were formerly murdered by the fpirit 
of intolerance, have now reverfed the (bene, 
.and in their turn commit a daily maflacre 
upon the pofterity of thofe, who not long 
lince butchered mankind for the fervice of 
anotha: religion. Behold thofe two princes, 
who thought to render themfelves accepta- 
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ble to God by pioufly murdering their fel- 
low-creatures 1 Suppofing the principle to 
be right, can cither of them be fure that 
the blood he fpilt was that with which 
God defired to fee his altars imbrued? 
Error has an immcnfiry of fpace, and truth 
is like a mathematical point in the prodigi- 
ous void. And who has hit that point? 
JEach mm aflumes th^t happinefs to hira- 
felf ; but upon what proof? If there be the 
cleared evidence that he is right, can that 
evidence authorife him to infift, and to infift 
fword in hand, that mankind (hould be 
-convinced by it? Perfuafion comes from 
heaven, or it is the work of man. If from 
heaved, it will bring with it the credentials 
of its miflion ; if it be of human origin, it 
can only claim the authority of reafon over 
the faculties of the iinderftanding. Elach 
man is anfwerable for his own foal. It is 
his bufinefe, therefore, and his only, to de- 
termine the choice upon which the happi- 
nefs or mifery of his future cxiftence de- 
pends. You would compel me to think 
^s you do ^ and if you are miftaken, you 
fee how de^r it cods me. As to yourfclf, 
the error might have been innocent ; will it 
be innocent to work my ruin? Alas! why 
is man fo arrogant as to fet up his own re- 
Jigious creed as a law to others ? Millions, 
who had entertained a rational fyftem of 
-belief^ have been ^^Auctd^ ^tv^ Vccv^^fel 
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upon. But let it be even fuppofed that the 
zealous relieionifl: is infallible: is it my duty 
to att-ach infallibility to any human opinion? 
God, he will fay, enlightens hrm: let him 
then charitably pray, that God will favour 
me in the feme manner. . But, after all, if 
this infallibility be aflUtaed upon human 
evidence, what ftcurity has the zealot for 
Wmfelf or for me, ^hom he has forced into 
iiis fe(5t ? The only point upon which ail 
theologifts agree is, that they do not com- 
prehend the very myfteries they dare to pro- 
nounce upon with fuch peremptory deci- 
lion : and (hall it be a crime in me to doubt, 
-where they do not underftand ? Let pure 
and fimple faith defcend from heaven, arid 
it -will be (lire of gaining profelytes: but 
-decrees and penal edicts will give two things 
-only to the "world, ' rebels and hypocrites. 
The brave will rebel, -to vindicate the rights, 
of the free-born mind, and they will bfe 
-martyred; cowards will wear tlie 'maik of 
diflimulation ; while the fanatics of every feft 
-will be fomany tygerslet loofe upon man- 
kind. Cafl: an eye upon Theodoric, that 
wife king of the Goths, whofe reign (if we 
except the latter end of it) was not inferior 
to the adminiftration of our moft virtuous 
princes. He was of the Arian perfuafion ; 
but fo far from defiring to plant his own 
faith by the dellrudtion of mankind, that he 
^often puniftied the conformity otUvs^ feNCi>3c- 

L \>x^Q^ 
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rites with death. " How can I think; he tifefl 
" to fay, that you will. not betfay me, fincc 
** with a fpirit of the bafeli: complaifance 
" vou betray Wm who was adored by your 
" forefathers r' — The emperor Conftantius 
thought the fame. -With him it was never 
a crime in the fubjedk to. be fteady in his re- 
ligious tenets; on the contrary, it was in his 
eyes a (in of the deeped dye in any cour* 
tier to abjure his faith for temporal mo- 
tives, and betray his foul for the fake of 
court favour. Would to heaven, that tike 
them, Juftinian had never bept himfelf to 
cnflave the privilege of thinking! But alas! 
he fufFered himfelf to be involved in con- 
trovcrlies which can never be ended ; and 
which gave him more trouble than all hi* 
illuftrious labours. For what were the corv 
fequences? Seditions, revolt, and maflfacres. 
His own quiet and that of (he Aat^ was un- 
done. 

The tranquillity of the ftate, faid the em- 
peror, depends upon unity of fentimcnt 
— The expreffion is equivocal, .replied Be- 
lifarius, and the conftant fource of miftake. 
The minds of men are never in belter har- 
mony, than when each individual is at liber- 
ty to think forhimfelf. Do you know whence 
it is that opinion is jealous, arbitrary, and 
intolerant.? It is owing to the fatal error of 
fovereigns, in thinking the fpeculative opi- 
nions of mankind of high importance to 

the 
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theftate, and diftinguifhing pne dogmafu* 
cal party with the moft paitial favours, a 
prejudice and total excludon of all the reft. 
No man is willing to be marked out k r 
contempt, profcribed, and llripped of all 
his civil rights. Whenever a Hate is divi- 
ded int6 two fa(5lions, and one of them en- 
grofles all the advantages of the communi- 
ty, the other, whatever be the caufe of dif- 
fenfion, will think itfelf aggrieved, and the 
love of their country will give way to re- 
fentment and fournefs of fpirit. The moft 
frivolous objeft will become grave and im- 
portant, as foon as it influences the peace of 
fociety. It is that influence, and not the 
thing itfelf, which inflames the temper of 
party. Let a controverfy be raifed con- 
cerning the grains of fand on the (ea-(hore; 
to that controverfy annex a degree pf in- 
fluence upon the condition of the fubjeft, 
and it will be managed with as much heat 
gnd aniraofity as any other quefl:ion. jRe- 
^igious fury is, for the moft part, ,cam- 
pounded of envy, fierce defire, ambition, 
pride, hatred, and fanatic vengeance, that 
tyrannizes with zeal, as if it were commif- 
Jioned by heaven : and all thefe complicated 
paffions are the gods of which fovereigns 
are made implacable delegates. Were there 
nothing to be gained on earth by waging 
war for heaven ; were zeal for truth to be 
deprived of a pious licence to murder all 
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who differ about art hyp^thefis ; were teli- 
gious enmity no longer allowed to rife upon 
the Fui4is -of the man it hates; were it re- 
ftrained from enriching itfelf with the fpoils 
©f the oppofit€fe(ft, -and gaining undue \v> 
noiiFs and preferments; the fpirjts of man- 
kind would foon be compofed, and all the 
various parties -would fee Ifcft^to dogmatife 
after their own faftiion. 

And fo the eaufeof'God woiild be' aban- 
doned, faid Juftinijm.— The caufe of God, 
replied Belilar^us, -wants no enthufiads .te 
fupport it. Is it owing to polemical di- 
vinity that the fim fifes, and the ftars glit- 
ter in the firmament? Tfuth fliines with 
its own piire genuine liiftre, and the un- 
derftandings of men are not enKghtened by 
burning the faggots -of perfecution. The 
adtions of. mankind are committed by Hea- 
ven to th€ jurifdi(5lion of fovereigns; but 
to judge of^t-he inward fentiment, is a right 
referved for the great Searcher of hearts. 
That Truth has not choTen princes for its 
arbitrators will be perfe(5\ly plain, if we con- 
lider, that not oneofthjsm-is jexcmpt from 
error. 

If the liberty of -thinking, faid the empe- 
ror, muft not be limited, the Kberty of act- 
ing will foon claimr the fame immunity. 

There -can be no danger in it, replied Be- 
lifarius: It \s \n t.\\2Lt. t^Gjedt that man is 
junder the Vmmt^viX.^ cotvvccwN. cfl-^^ ^>e5?i. 
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p^wer \ and while that power confines ir- 
felf within the limits of law and. natural 
juftice, it ^ will- have the lefs occafion for 
force to maintain its own dignity^ and the 
good order of ibciety. The bafis of autho- 
rity is juftice; remove the latter, and the 
former falls to the ground. I want to know 
by what arts of illufion is mortal man to dei- 
fy hi mfelf, and-iTidttce his fcUow-crcaturer 
to be duped by the monftroiis apotheofis to 
fuch a depth of infatuation, as to let him, 
fword in band, xommarrd mankind to be- 
lieve what he believes, and think what he 
thinks? Aik the commanders of the army, 
whether the logic of the fword has ever con^ 
vinced the world ? -Bid them tell you whaft - 
were the efFedls of violenc© and rigour a^ 
gainll the Vandals? I wns in Sicily ; Salo 
mon arrived in the extremity of defpair : 
All is over in Africa, faid he; the Van^ 
dais have revolted: Carthage is takei>, 
and they have committed the vilefl: ra- 
** vage ; * within the-^ walls^ and/round the 
** country all is* a deluge of blood ; and this 
*^ horrible confufion is owing to certain 
** polemical zealots, who do not underftand 
"' themfelves, and of courfe never can be 
reconciled. If the emperor will mix 
himfelf thus in abftra(5l fophiftry, and 
publifti his edidts in fupport of fubtle- 
ties which he does not comprehend, let 
him putv bis ' irrefragable d.0^01^ *2>x ^^ 
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** head of his armies : for my part I rc- 
** fign : they have driven me beyond all 
" patience/' Thus that brave man decla- 
red his fentiments : between ourfelves he 
was in the right. There are paflJons enough 
incident to human nature for the difquiet 
of the world, without having the torch of 
difcord lighted up by fanaticifm. 

And who, enquired the emperor, (hall 
quench the flames of difcord ? — The nature 
of the human mind will quench the flame, 
xeturned Beiifariufs : for cafuifts will grow 
tired at laft of Ikirmifhing about propofi- 
tions men cannot underftand, and cavilling 
about diftindlions none have leifure to at- 
tend to. At firll, indeed, new fangled opi- 
nions excited curiofity, and that curiofity 
encouraged the eagernefs of difputation. 
Take away from controverfy all importance 
in the eyes of the world, and it will foon be 
out of fafliion : men in that cafe will endea- 
vour to diflingiiifti themfelves by fomething 
different from an idle hypothelis. I com* 
pare thcfe polemical bigots to a fet of cham- 
pions in the public games, who would em- 
brace one another in perfedt good humour if 
left to themfelves; but being gazed at by the 
multitude, they cut one another's throats. 

To avow the truth, faid Tiberius, his 
reafonings have almofl convinced me. — 
What troubles me, faid the emperor, is, 
that upon this fyftem, the zeal of a prince 
can render no fctv\cc to religion. 
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Heaven preferve me, returned Beliferius, 
ftom doing that mifehief. I Jeave hira the 
furcft means of ferving the interefts of 
religion, by making the foundnrefs of hi» 
* faith appear from the purity of his morals ; 
and by holding forth the tenor of his go- 
vernment as an evidence,. and indeed as a 
pledge for the truth that governs his adlions. 
By making men happy* it is ca(y to make 
profelytes. A' good and upright king ha^ 
a more powerful empire over the hearts of 
men, than all the pious friends of perfecu- 
tion colleifled together. . It is indeed cafier 
and more expeditious to cut mentis throats 
than to pcrfuade them : but if bigot kings 
were to raife their voice to the Mod High, 
with this queftioni What arms would you 
have us employ to make you adored upon 
earth ? and if G€>d would deign to make 
himfelf heard, the anfwerwould be, Dis- 
play YOUR ViRTXJESir 

As foon as the cmperor*s fpirits, which 
had been much agitated by this enquiry, s 
grew calm again in the filence of retreat, he 
recalled to mind the maxims and the coun- 
fels of the religious feftaries that furrounded 
him ; their enthufiaftic violence, their pride, 
and unrelenting animofity. What a con- 
trail, faid he, has Belifarius exhibited! A 
man grown grey in battle, and yet breath- 
ing the fwectnefs of humanity, meeknefs, 
and benevolence ! whert^^ tli^ \tiVCCiSsKi^ ^ 
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th? God of peace preach nothing but im- 
perious arrogance and. implacgble rigour I 
The old hero is at once pious and jull : he 
loves his God, aod wifl^s to fee-Mm adored 
by all;, he only requires that the adoration 
onered up fhould (pring from fentimeat and 
fcee-wilK Alas! t have given way to a 
falfe zeal, which, at the bottom, was no 
better than a.rage to tyrannize over the hu^ 
man unckiftanding.. 
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AS the emperor and Tiberius went the 
next day to revifit the hero^ they en- 
countered a danger which they had not fore- 
feen; and the glory of delivering them was 
rcferved by Heaven as one triumph more ta 
crown the fame of Beiifarius. 

The Bulgarians, who had been chafed no 
farther than the foot of the mountains in 
Upper Thrace, no fooner perceived the 
country free from their purfuers, than they 
fpread themfelves again over the face of the 
land. One of their detached parties was 
prowling in queft of prey near the retreat 
of Beiifarius, when a carriage appeared and 
promifed a rich booty. They immediate- 
ly hemmed it in; intercepted the two tra- 
vclkrs^ and made i\iem ^ivfovi^x^. K^xJc*.^ 
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furrendered all they had without hefitating, 
the plunderers fpared their lives. But for 
iheir liberty a rairfom, not in their power to 
pay down, was expecfled, and therefore they 
were led along in captivity. 

But one way of efcaping out of their 
hands, without being known, occurred to 
the emperor. Condufl us, faid he, to the 
place whither we were going r there wc 
fhall be able to procure the ranfom you re* 
quire. 1 will anfwer with my head that 
you have no furprize to apprehend •, and if 
1 break my word, or give you reafon to re- 
pent confiding in nie, I agree to forfeit my 
Hfe. . 

The air of candour and majefty with 
which thefe words were uttered, made an 
impreffion upon the Bulgarians. Whither 
would you have U5 lead you ? enquired the 
Bulgarian chief — About fix miles off, an- 
fwered the emperor, to the retreat of Beli- 
farius. — Of Belifarius !' what !- do you know 
that illuftrious lKK)?^-^^oft: affuredly I do» 
Ciid the emperor, and*' I dare count upoa 
him as my friend. — If chat be the cafe, re- 
plied the Bulgarian, you need be under no 
apprehanfK)i>: we. wiil accompany you.; 
thither.- 

Belifaf ins, on the firfl: notice of their ar- 
rival^ imagined they came to carry him off 
ft fecond time ^ and his daughter, with tears, 
with (hrieks, and the utnwft coiv(l^\vv^x\Qrcp^ 

L 5 C^.^S^J;.^ 
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clafped him in her arms, My father, faid 
ihe, Oh ! my father ! muft we part again ? 

In this inftant word was brought, that 
the court-yard was filled with an armed 
force, that flood in formidable ranks round 
a carriage. Belifarius made his appearance: 
and the chief of the Bulgarians immediately 
accofting him, Illuftrious hero, faid he, here 
are two men who claim an acquaintance with 
.you, and call you their friend. — What are 
their names, faid Belifarjus ? — I am Tiberius, 
faid the young man, and my father is made 
a prifoner with me. — Oh ! yes, I know them, 
exclaimed Belifarius ; they are my neigh- 
boursy and my good friends. But you that 
lead them hither, by what right have you 
laid hands on them ? Who and what are 
you? We are Bulgarians, faid the chief, 
and the right of war is our claim. But 
every thing gives way to the efteem we 
have for you. We fliould but ill fervea 
prince who honours ypu, if we failed in 
refpeft to thofe whom you acknowledge. 
Thou wonderful man! your friends are 
free, and to you they are indebted for their 
liberty. 

At thefe words, the emperor and Tibe- 
rius made an effort to raife their arms and to 
embrace Belifarius : the hero felt the chains 
which reftrained them : And how, faid he, 
)[our hands bound in captivity ! and he un- 
fettered them \mra^^\ax^^ . 
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Aftonifhment, joy, furprize, and wonder 
together rofe and throbbed wildly in the 
bofom of Juftinian. Oh ! virtue, (aid he to 
himfelf, powerful virtue f what an irrefifti- 
ble empire is thine ! a poor blind old man, 
furrounded with wretcnednefs, commands 
refpeft from kings ! wrefts the fword from 
the hands of barbarians, and frees from 

chains the man who Gracious God! if 

the univerfe beheld the fliame that covers 
me ! alas ! it would be too mild a punifti- 
ment. 

The Bulgarians were defirous to return 
the booty they had feized : By no means, 
faid the emperor, keep it all as a gift, and 
refl affured that I (hall alfp add the ranfom 
we had ftipulated. 

The Bulgarian chief, in taking leave of 
Belifarius, afked if he had any commands 
for the king his mafler. Tell him it is my 
conftant prayer to heaven, faid Belifarius, 
that fo valiant a prince may be the ally and 
the friend of my lovereign* 

Oh I Belifarius, exclaimed Juftiniarj, now 
recovered from his confufion and furprize, 
Oh, Belifarius I what an afcendant have you 
gained over the hearts of men I The very 
enemies of the empire efteem and love you ! 
— Do not wonder, faid the hero with a 
fmile, at the iptereft I have with the Bulga- 
rians. I am upon good terms with their 
king J and but a few days fincc we fupped 
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together. — Where was that, faid Tiberius? 
— In the king's own tent, replied the hcio ; 
I forgot to mention that adventure. As I 
was on my journey hither, I was, like you, 
made a priloner, and condu(5led to the bar- 
barian camp. Their king gave ine a gene- 
rous reception, entertained me handfomely> 
and lodged me for the n^ht under hts own 
pavilion : the next day I obtained from him 
a guard, to convey me fafe back ta the 
place where 1 fell into the hands of a roving 

Earty. — How, faid Juftinian, the king of 
u^garia know you, and not detain you with 
him ! — He was inclined to do it, returned 
the hero, but his defigns and my ppinciples^ 
did not correfpond with each c^er. He 
talked to me of taking my revenge. Who ^ 
I revenge rayfelf J A roighty caufe indeed 
for involving a whole country in fianies ! I 
returned him thanks, as you may imagine, 
for the offer of hisaflidance; and now, you 
fee, he has conceived an eftccm of mef 

Oh I what remorfe, what eternal bitter 
remorfe for the foul of Juftinian, faid Jufti« 
nian himfelf^ (hould he ever know to what 
a cruel excefs his ingratitude has been car- 
ried I Where (hall he find a friend like you 
whom he has thus bafciy injured ? Alas ! he 
is unworthy of any man^s regard after this 
outrage, this horrible injufticc ! 

Do not exaggerate the matter, returned 

Belifarius; fefter not the wounds of an 

1^ v^d 
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aged emperor, but rather refpeft hfs years 
and his misfortunes. He was furprized in- 
to that proceeding againft me, and I wiU 
give yott » KitJe hiftory of that bufinefs. 
There are three remarkable aeras in the 
progrefs of my ruin. The firfl was- my en^- 
try into Carthage. Being matter of Gilimer^s 
palace, the ufe I made of hrs throne was to 
convert it mto a tribunal of juftice. In fo 
doing, my intention was to give weight and 
dignity to the taws : my inward fentiment 
was not legible to common eyes : and wheiw 
a man feats himfelf on a throne, he will na^ 
turally enough have the appearance of try- 
ing how he likes' it. That was an indifcre- 
tion : but it was not the only one 1 com- 
mitted. A very whimfical kind of curiofity 
prompted me to duie at Gilimer's table af- 
ter the falhion of the Vandals, and I was fer- 
ved, in the ufual manner of that court, by 
the officers of the king. It was concluded, 
that I had a mind to fucceed to the vacant 
throne^ and appearances gave fomc colour 
to it. A report of this foon reached the 
imperial palace. In order to counterwork 
the effeft of it, I defired to be recalled, and 
Juftinian recompenfed my fidelity by a 
magnificent triumph. Gilimer, with his 
wife and children, tc^ether with all the 
accumulated treafurc, which for a feries 
of years the Vandals had ravifhed from 
the nations round theni, adorned the 
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fplcndid pomp. The emperor received mc 
in the Circus, and when from the throne, 
on which he was elevated amidft'^the accla- 
mations of a people almoft without num- 
ber, he ftretched forth his hand to his fub- 
jei5t, with that air of majefty and fweetnefs, 
my heart exulted within me, and I faid to 
myfelf: This day's example will be pro- 
du(5live of many heroes: Juftinian knows 
the art of kindling emulation and inflaming 
the mind to glory : the honour of ferving 
•him will now be a prize contended for. 
But alas ! the triumph, which was to en- 
fure profperity to the prince, began already 
to prepare for me a reverfe of fortune! 
From that very moment Envy flood with 
her bow bent again (I me. 

A courfe of victory for five years toge- 
ther, it is true, made it neceflary even tor 
Envy to keep fome meafures of decency : 
but provoked at lad beyond all patience by 
the fuccefs that attended me, flie dared to 
(hew herfelf openly without any fenfe of 
fliame. 

The Goths were chafed out of Italy, and 
had thrown themfelves into Ravenna: I 
laid fiege to the place. Ir was their only 
refuge ; and there pent up, it was impof- 
fible for them to efcape. Envy whifpered 
to the emperor that Ravenna waa impreg- 
nable, that his army would all perifh before 
the town, in.purfuit of my ichemes of. vain- 
glory ; 
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glory ; and in confequence, when the Goths 
were upon the point of furrendering^ am- 
bafladors from Juftinian arrived with prof- 
fered terms of peace. I faw that the em- 
peror had been imppfed upon, and I 
thought it would be treachery on my part 
to lofe the opportunity of making Italy our 
own: I therefore declined to ratify the con- 
ditions of peace ; the town capitulated, and 
I was accufed of treafon and revolt. The 
charge had fome foundation, as you per- 
ceive ; for I had been guilty of difobedi- 
ence, and there was ftill fomething more in 
it. The enemy were difafFefted to their 
king, and made me a tender of their crown* 
A peremptory refufal might embitter their 
minds •, I returned a flattering anfwer, and 
that feeming acquiefcence was deemed fin- 
cere at court. I was recalled, and the 
prompt obedience with which I laid down 
the command, difconcerted my enemies. 
To the emperor's feet I led that very Go- 
thic king, whofe crown I was faid to be am-^ 
bitious of. This time a triuniph was not 
allowed me. I felt myfelf forely mortified 
on the occafion. I do not mean to fay that 
I was humbled in the fight of the people : 
far froili it: my retinue had fufficient 
pomp, and the acclamations of the public, 
who prefled in crowds about me, ^yould 
have fatisfied a more afpiring vanity than 
mine. But the cold reception I met wirl> 
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from the emperor, more than hinted to mc 
that he was not undeceived, and that a 
latent fufpicion wasin fecret ftill at work 
againft mc. Unluckily the imprcflion made 
upon his mind was not a little aggravated 
by the enthufiaftic admiration of the people, 
whofe idol I hadthe misfortune to be. 

And now, in a difpaffionate manner, put 
yourlelves in the place of the erhperor; 
confider the prejudices that had-^ been infur 
fed into his heart- Should not you have 
been piqued at the praife which reproached 
yourfelf h Do you think the fuppofed am* 
bition ©f a fubjedV^ extolled^ to the very 
(kies, would not have given you umbrage? 
ShouM you not have feen: with fpleen and 
rcfentment a whole people, . wild with joy, 
and in the tranfport of their hearts taking 
revenge againft yourfelf, even to a: malice 
of enjoyment, by givir^ me a popularity 
fuperior. to the. triumph that had been rc- 
fiifed?' Couid you have (hut your car to 
tlie whifpers of a court commenting upon 
the infult.offered tO' majefty, by the tumult 
of applaufe that followed Belifarius? My 
good neighbour, the greateft prince is. but 
mere man; they are all jealous of their 
power and their fplendor; and if ^iftinian 
bad not had^ vigour enough to fubdue the 
Kttle pallions of his heart,^ and to pardon 
the m^rife which provoked him, it would 
have been by oa means a matt^ of won- 
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der. And yet the emperor did conquer 
hisjealoudes: he controuled the weakneflea 
of vanity and fwfptcion, and once more con*- 
fided to me the command of his armies 
and the defence of the ftate. But anothei 
incide»t occurred which gave a byafs to his 
judgment, and made me the obj^6t of his 
fixed averfion. 

I had finilhed my career; and- Narfes^ 
who fucceeded me in Itaty, alleviated all 
the pains of my own inaftivity by the vic- 
tories he obtained over the enemies of my 
country. In this fituation I imagined I had 
nothing left but to clofe the \fdi fcene of 
life ia tranquillity, whea of a fudden the 
Huns made an irruption into Thrace, and 
ravaged aH the country round. The em- 
peror deigned to recoiled' that I was dill in 
being, and in my old days I was charged 
with the command of an expedition, by the 
event of which the empire was faved from 
ruin. I covered my grey hairs and the fur- 
rows of my forehead with an helmet, crufted 
over with. ten years ruft, ♦ Fortune proved 

favourable^ 

• Dum ihterea cwHas omnss tumuttuando maximum h$ 
tnodiim perturbaretur. Bclifar'tus clarijpmus olim frefic* 
tus, ctfi pra fene^iutje in cwrvitatem jam decltnajjet, mit* 
titur tamen per impcrattmem in h^es. £t ipfi quidem dt 
fcy mir^ animi proviptitudine, juvenis munera exequebatur. 
Id namque ultimum illi in vit i certamen fuit ; nee fan^ 
minorem ex en re tulit gkriam^ ^wm CK^KondaUs «Um 0«« 
/^ife deviifis, Agathias, /ib, ^* 
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favourabk, and I repulfcd the Huns, who 
were advanced within a few miles of the 
capital. 1 laid an ambufhfor the enemy* 
and it fucceeded fo well that I was regarded 
by the people as a guardian god. The 
whole city, at my return, was one wild up- 
roar of joy and exultation,, to fuch a degree 
that I was much alarmed at the fatal con- 
fequences, which I then forefaw : but how 
to appeafe die violence of the ppputece? 
The emperor was old, and age brings infir 
mities with it. The honours paid me by 
the multitude, and the excefsr of applaufe 
that rung throughout the city, were under* 
ftood by Juftinian as marks of difaffedtion, 
plainly indicating, that his fubjedts were 
tired of his reign^ and wifhed to fee him 
abdicate his throne.: in favour of the general 
who defended it:. Miftruft and jealoufy 
took pofleflion-of him ; and -without alledg- 
ing any thing againil me, he judged it 
right to remove fo dangerous a man from 
his prefence.. While I pafled my time in 
obfcurity, a plot againCt the crown was dit 
covered; and the confpirators, without 
deteding their principal, died in the agony 
of torture. But the filence of thofe un- 
happy men was interpreted by my enemies, 
and Calumny furnifhed out a copious fup« 
plement. I was ordered into confinement j 
difcontent fiptead ^mon^all ranks of men, 
till at length^ to\id\^^m^c^\s\^g^SSv^^ 
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all my fufFerings, the people exprefled their 
feelings without referve. Pity was foon 
inflamed to indignation, and by a general 
revolt the emperor was compelled to give 
me up to the clamours of my country. In 
depriving me of my eyes, I am perfuaded, 
he thought he was difarming an enemy. 
That I was never difaffedled to him, heaven 
can bear me witnefs : but heaven, that 
reads the heart of men, has not given that 
power to princes. You accufe the emperor 
of ingratitude and injuftice; but it was his 
misfortune, and not his crime, to believe 
appearances, which perhaps would have 
mifled your judgment in the fame man- 
ner. 

Yes, he is miferablCj the mod miferable 
of men, (aid Juftinian, throwing his arms 
about the hero, and clafpjng him in his em- 
brace, — What means this burft of anguifh ? 
enquired Belifarius. — It is the agony of a 
heart ready to break,, faid Juftinian: Oh! 
Belifarius! that unjuft maftcr, that barba- 
rous tyrant, who rent your eyes from their 
fockets, and reduced you thus to mifery 
and want, in bitternefs of forrow and re- 
pentance, now embraces you, and throws 
liimfelf thus upon you with all the com- 
punction of fenfibility and love. — Thou 
my fovereign ! exclaimed Belifarius.— Yes, 
I am he ! Oh ! my friend ! my deliverer t 
my protedlor ] Yes, thou beft of to^w^^^^^^I 
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am that unliappy prince, who hasfet tlT« 
world an example of the. bafeft ctueliy 
and ingratitude. Let me- thus proitrate 
at your feet, be bumbled to that depth of 
lownefs which my guilt defervcs. I here 
forget my crown,.^ dilhonoured as it is by 
the vileft crimes^; 1 ana unworthy to wear 
it longer* Nothing now befits me, but 
thus to. bathe the dull under your feet 
with my .tears,; and ^ hide my opprobrious 
head, tluis overwhelmed wi(h fhame and 
infamy. 

And will you. thus, faiA the hero, fupi 
porting his mafter^ who was almoft fuffo 
cated with fighs and tears ; and will you 
thus, faid Belifarius, folding the empcroE 
in liis arms,, abandon- yourielf to defpair? 
Shall the fenfe of a.-paft error take away 
the power of atoning for it ? Oh ! my 
mafter, you are plunging yourfelf in fhame 
and diftradion, as if you were the firlb man 
deceived by appearances, and feduced by 
calumny! ^Thbuglv your ^rror were even a 
crime, yet. why degrade yourfelf thus? 
Wherefore be humbled to an abjedt wretch, 
a thing, vile and abhorred? You are my 
Ibvereign ftill; refume your ftrength, nor 
let, the recolleftion of. an unguarded mo- 
ment rob you of a due reverence for your- 
felf, and the true fpirit of virtue. In 
this, confternauou of ^^ur heart, refleft 
Byjonall the gppd ^o>iWN^^^^^\s\'^\iicix^^ 
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•Md let that refleftion counteibklance the 
miilake of fudden impetirofity. Bfelifarius 
is indeed blind; but nations are freed by 
• your patriot' tori from the yoke of barba- 
rians ; the calamities of the empire arc ^11 
repaired by your princely beneficence -, and 
thirty years of glorious ftrixggle' for the 
. good of mankind have proved to the uni- 
verle, that Juftrnian was not a tyrant. Be- 
lifarius is blind; but he forgives you: and 
if you defire to repair the injury you have 
^»,done him, the means are eafy and in your 
power. Grant me only one of the many 
prayers and vows I offer up for the peace 
. of the world, and Phave full atonement. 
Come . then, faid the emperor, fnatching 
him eagerly to his heart, come, my friend! 
my genius !. and -my guide ! Gh ! come, 
and teach me to expiate my. guilt! Come 
tmd exhibit it tomy court in all its flrikiqg 
colours: and let your' prefence, while it is a 
living memorial of my crime, be a proof of 
iny repentance ahb. 

In vain did the hero ufe every intreaty.to 
be left in folitude : to appeafe theanguifli 
of ' the emperor's mind, he was obliged to 
comply ^ith his requeft, and promife to ac- 
company' him. The confcnt of Bdifarius 
'thus obtained,: Gh! what a debt, faid Juf- 
tinian to Tiberius, what an unfpeakable 
, debt do l-now owe thee, ^hou good young 
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man ! What recompence can equal thy fig- 
nal virtues for the fervice they have done 
me ? — It is true, my ibvereign, you are not 
rich enough, replied Tiberius, to requite 
me as I wifli. Give it in charge to Belifa- 
rius to make me retribution. Poor as he 
is, he is yet matter of a treafure which I 

prefer to all imperial gifts. ^-My only 

treafure is my daughter, faid Belifarius, and 
1 cannot difpofe of her better. With thefe 
words the hero called for Eudoxa. My 
daughter, faid he, fall on your knees to your 
fovereign, and folicit his approbation of 
your nuptial union with the virtuous Tibe- 
rius. At the name and fight of Juftinian, 
the firft emotion of nature in the heart of the 
hero's daughter, was mixed with dread and 
horror. A fudden Ihriek burft from her; 
Ihe ftarted back, and turned afidc with de- 
teftation. Juftinian Advanfied towards her. 
Condefcend, Eudoxa, faid he, to ]iften tg 
me ; deign to look upon me, and you will 
fee a penitent almoft drowned in his' own 
tears i in bitter tears that gulh from the 
keeneft angui(h, and will never dry their 
channels till I defcend in forrow to ray 
^rave. Not this copious ftream, not al] 
the good I have done, can blot out the me- 
mory of my guilt ^ but Belifarius has par- 
doned me ; and now, Eudoxa, now prove 
yourfelf h\s daw^\\ter^ by granting me your 
forgivenefe too. 
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To fee the lovely Eudoxa given inmar- 
fiagcto Tiberius, was a degree of cxjnfola- 
Jtion to the empcroL; and from that mo- 
,ment he felt a dawn- of fercnity and confci- 
X)us innocence break in upon his foul. 

-A more unexpedled revolution never 
difconcerted the intrigues of a court. On 
the arrival of Belilarius, all was hurry, dit 
order and furprife. Behold, (aid Juftinian, 
to the train of courtiers, fee here again the 
hero.; behold this upright man, whom you 
made me perfecute to his undoing. From 
henceforth, ye little fpirits, breathe in fear 
and trembling. His innocence and his 
virtues are now manifeft to me, and your 
lives are at his difpofal. Pale difmay, and 
grief, and fhame, covered every vifage. In 
Beiifarius their daftard fouls beheld an in- 
exorable judge ; they dreaded him as a vin- 
diiflive and terrible god* The hero con- 
tinued to fupport the fame modeft referve 
that adorned him in difgrace. Of his ac- 
cufers he never deigned to know one.; and 
honoured through the remainder of his life 
.with the emperor's confidence, he made it 
his ftudy to obtain an amnefty for the 
paflfed, and to infpire his mafter with a vi- 
gilant attention to immediate exigencies, 
and an awful feverity to controiil all future 
crimes. But alas ; he did not ftirvivelong 
enough for the g(X)d of mankind, and the 
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glory of his mifter. The emperor, tjuitc 
enfeebled and jdifpirited-in the eve of life, 
•paid the-tFibute'Or-atear to -the memory of 
Ws departed hero ; and with that fhort re- 
gret, all the good counfels of Belifarius pafP- 
cd away,and^ left no trace behind. 
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